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FILM NIGHT IS BACK! 
 

Friday, 23rd July, 6.45 for 7.00pm 
 

AMMONITE 

 

Tickets available from the Centre Office from 1st July.  
Members of the Community Centre: £5.00, non-members £6.00. 
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Lyndhurst and District Community Association 

Lyndhurst Community Centre 
Main car park, off High Street, 
LYNDHURST, 
Hampshire, SO43 7NY 

Tel. 023 8028 2267 
admin@lyndhurstcomm.org 

www.lyndhurstcomm.org 

COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS  
 

 

Good news – we will be open from 5th July!   The new hardwood flooring in the Linden Hall 
looks fantastic and, although there are still some little bits of decoration and sorting to do, 
we very much look forward to welcoming you all back. 
 

We are thrilled that we will be holding several fairs during July. 
 

Saturday 10th  July, 10.00am – 5.00pm & Sunday 11th  July 10.00am-4.00pm  Rock, Gem and 
Bead Show.  Adults one day pass £5.00, weekend pass £7.00.  Seniors one day pass £3.00, 
weekend pass £5.00.  Children (8-16 years) free.  Ample parking. 
 

Saturday 17th July – Lyndhurst Second Hand Book Fair.  10.00am-4.00pm.  Free entry.  Café. 
 

Saturday 24th July – Mynt Image Craft and Gift Market.  10.00am-4.00pm.  Free entry.  Café. 
  

Saturday 31st July – New Forest Makers Markets 10.00am-3.00pm 
 

Covid secure guidelines will of course be in place if still recommended by the government. 
 

Film Night is back!   Friday, 23rd July 6.45 for 7.00pm 
We will be showing Ammonite starring Kate Winslet, Saoirse Ronan and Fiona Shar.  This was 
filmed in Lyme Regis and tells a story about Mary Anning, the famous “fossil hunter” who 
lived there. 
In the 1840s, acclaimed self-taught palaeontologist Mary Anning works alone on the wild 
and brutal Southern English coastline of Lyme Regis. The days of her famed discoveries be-
hind her, she now hunts for common fossils to sell to rich tourists to support herself and her 
ailing widowed mother. When one such tourist, Roderick Murchison, arrives in Lyme on the 
first leg of a European tour, he entrusts Mary with the care of his young wife Charlotte, who 
is recuperating from a personal tragedy. Mary, whose life is a daily struggle on the poverty 
line, cannot afford to turn him down but, proud and relentlessly passionate about her work, 
she clashes with her unwanted guest. They are two women from utterly different worlds. Yet 
despite the chasm between their social spheres and personalities, Mary and Charlotte dis-
cover they can each offer what the other has been searching for: the realisation that they are 
not alone. It is the beginning of a passionate and all-consuming love affair that will defy all 
social bounds and alter the course of both lives irrevocably. 
 

Please come along and support your Community Centre – and of course enjoy the film! 

Thanks to Bernard Stacey for our lovely cover photo. 
Copy deadline for the August issue is 16th July 
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The new Parish Office is safely installed in the rear 
part of what used to be the Library.  They have 
their own access through a gate in the garden to 
the side of the Community Centre building.  Please 
see Clerk’s Corner on page 10 for more information 
in connection with opening times etc. 
 
Work has also begun on the garden next to the old 
Library which we hope will become a lovely place 
for Community Centre users to sit and relax in.  
Many thanks to all the volunteers who attended a 
“working party” on a hot Saturday in June, and Go 
Botanical for obtaining the lovely plants.  Very 
many thanks to Mike Harland for his wonderful  
donation towards the refurbishment of the garden. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We have had to say a very sad farewell to two of our 
Trustees, Christine and John Brown.   They have both 
been absolutely wonderful in their tireless help and 
creativity, we will miss them so much but wish them 
every happiness in their new home in Devon. 
 
We would like to welcome Albert Ramsay, who is  
joining the team at the Community Centre as a part-
time Centre Operations Assistant. 
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LEARN TO LINE DANCE 

                       

Friendly and fun beginners line dance classes. 
 

Lyndhurst Community Centre 
Tuesdays 7.15pm – 8.30pm 

Contact Charlotte Dawson on 07932 620758  
email: charlottedawson6@gmail.com 

  
 

Come along and join in the fun way to dance with no need for a partner!! 
 

Compliant with Government COVID-19 Guidance 

mailto:charlottedawson6@gmail.com


10 

 

 
 

 CLERK’S CORNER – JULY 2021 
 
 

 
 
 
So high summer is here and Lyndhurst is buzzing with activity (and, unfortunately, traffic).  
Firstly, can I express my thanks to District Councillor Hilary Brand and the staff at the Fox & 
Hounds for diligently watering the plants in the plant border island outside their shops. I 
know Hilary would like to see planters all around the High Street and other areas of the  
village to brighten things up and this is something that could be worked on, although not  
at the expense of blocking the pavements. 
 
The Parish Councillors have now settled into face-to-face meetings again and the public are 
very welcome to attend.  We also look forward to many of you visiting the new Parish Council 
office which is situated in the rear part of what used to be the Library.  Access is through a 
gate in the garden to the side of the Community Centre.  We will initially be opening from 
10.00 am to 12.30 pm on Mondays and Thursdays but will be extending our hours shortly.  
Please use a face mask when you are visiting us.  This is a more accessible building than our 
former office and if the hours shown above are not convenient please get in touch as we can 
sometimes arrange other visiting times. 
 
You may remember that I mentioned in a previous article that our Speed Indicator Device was 
missing from its last known site.  The pole where it was situated was removed without our 
knowledge by Hampshire County Council who are adamant that the SID was not attached at 
the time.  We have ordered another SID which will arrive soon and I am pursuing an insur-
ance claim through our insurers. 
 
As mentioned last month, we are hoping, subject to Councillors’ approval of the latest 
scheme, to replace the remaining play equipment and safety surfacing shortly.  Councillor Jim 
Green conducted a survey on what both children and their parents would like to see in the 
remaining area and has come up with a scheme.  However, it is slightly over budget so there 
is no room to finance some picnic benches.  The benches that were removed were no longer 
serviceable so we are faced with a lack of seating down at the Recreation Ground.  The cost 
of a wooden picnic bench is approximately £250 but we would like to put at least one re- 
cyclable bench in with the play equipment.   



11 

 

 
The cost of one bench is in the region of 
£400 but they require no maintenance and 
have a 25 year guarantee.  An added 
bonus is that they come in bright colours 
which will complement the new play 
equipment.  For many years now we have 
tried to improve our Recreation Ground 
using the ethos that it provides a really 
nice, cost free day of entertainment for 
the village children and an attraction for 
anyone visiting our village as well.  So, is 

there anyone in the village (individual or business) who would sponsor a seat or be prepared 
to fund raise for one?  If so, please get in touch with Councillor Jim Green or myself. 
 

 
Our Parish Council meeting this month is on Tuesday 13 July in the Pine Hall at the 
Community Centre commencing at 7.15 pm.  Our next Planning Committee meeting will be 
held on Tuesday 27 July at 7.15 pm, again in the Community Centre. 
 
Margaret Weston, Clerk to Lyndhurst Parish Council (telephone: 023 8028 4928/email: 
clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk).  Visit our website at www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk  
 
 

Speeding is a significant community concern in Lyndhurst. It can be a factor in road 
traffic collisions and impacts on the day-to-day lives of people in the community.   
Community SpeedWatch (CSW) allows the public to volunteer with the police to  
monitor the speed of traffic at specific locations using speed indication devices.  
The initiative allows the community to address the issue of speeding by becoming  
actively involved in road safety and working in partnership with Hampshire  
Constabulary, your local council and other agencies. 
 
If you think that speeding traffic has a dangerous impact in your area, Lyndhurst, 
and you would like to take an active role in speed monitoring and educating 
offending drivers and you have a few hours to spare each week, please contact 
your local PCSO, Richard Williams, richard.williams@hampshire.pnn.police.uk or  
speedwatch@hampshire.pnn.police.uk.  Or you can get in touch with me in  
confidence if you would like more details in the first instance.  Training and  
safety equipment will be provided to fulfil this role. 

mailto:clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
http://www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
mailto:richard.williams@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:speedwatch@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
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ROLAND FARMERS 
 

Painter and decorator from Minstead, Roland Farmers, has over thirty years’  
experience in decorating.  Fully qualified (City & Guilds, Advanced Crafts) he 
has carried out all aspects of his trade, working on many local projects and  
properties.  This includes working on listed properties using traditional paints  

and techniques.  Nowadays he mainly 
specialises in interior decorating work 
for customers local to Lyndhurst and 
the surrounding villages.  
 
During lockdown, (after catching up 
with his own decorating at home!) he 
has been enjoying painting pieces of  
furniture, bringing a whole new lease 
of life to a tired old chest of drawers or 
a kitchen dresser.  Using eco-friendly  
acrylic primers and paints, it can really 

bring your furniture ‘up to date’!  Other projects carried out have been re-
painting complete fitted kitchen cup-
boards and pine bedroom furniture. 
 
 
 
So, if you have a decorating project in 
mind, whether It’s a hallway or a chest of 
drawers, your local decorator Roland 
Farmers is happy to offer a no obligation 
quotation. 
 
 www.instagram.com/rolyspaintedfurniture  

http://www.instagram.com/rolyspaintedfurniture
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ROLAND FARMERS 
FULLY QUALIFIED DECORATOR 

(City & Guilds & Advanced Crafts) 
 

Your local craftsman with over 30 years experience.  

Specialising in interior decorating & painted furniture. 

All types and sizes of work considered. 

Fully insured. Competitive rates. 

 

For a no obligation quotation contact Roland on: 
Tel. 023 8081 4196   Mobile. 07791 503699 

Woodside Cottage, Minstead, Lyndhurst SO43 7GB   
 

  

Lyndhurst Second Hand Book Fair 
held in the Linden Hall at the Lyndhurst Community Centre 

Saturday 17th July, 2021 

10am till 4pm - Free Entry 
  

We will have dealers offering a wide selection of Ephemera, Maps and books on 
History, Local History, Art, Literature, Military and books on many other subjects!  

We also welcome new stallholders and would be happy to offer our advice, if you 
are selling books for the first time!   

Please contact us if you have any specific interests and we can notify our stall 
holders and for any further information please contact: 
  

Ed Bailey E-mail: Lsbookfairs@gmail.com Tel: 07967643579  

mailto:Lsbookfairs@gmail.com
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G5 Forestry Fencing and Tree care 
specialist based in the New 
Forest. With over 20 years 
experience. We cover all 

aspects of Fencing, Tree care 
and agricultural work. 

We are fully insured and are 
licenced waste carriers.

Get in touch for a free quote 
and advice.

Fencing
• Domestic
• Commercial
• Agricultural 
• Bespoke Gates
• Sheds & Summer houses

FENCING – TREE CARE - AGRICULTURE

Tree Care
• Tree Removal/Dismantle
• Hedge & Shrub Cutting
• Stump Grinding
• TPO Application carried out
• Firewood Supplied

ADAM 07725002162
LUCY  07725002092

EMAIL: G5forestry@hotmail.com
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A Gardener’s Best Friend 
 

It is a sorry tale to hear that the nation's favourite 
wild animal, the hedgehog, has been placed on the 
vulnerable species list of UK mammals. With num-
bers falling from 34 million to less than a million 
since the 1950’s, there are many campaigns to 
make these little creatures protected before it is too 
late.  
 

Their decline is based on many factors; most  
commonly, increased road traffic causing a huge 
number of fatalities, loss of habitat and the use of 
herbicides and pesticides. 
 

A number of us are blessed to have our nocturnal  
prickly friends travelling between our gardens.  

 
These photos are from our wildlife 
camera which is out every night  
filming the activity. We know we had 
at least three, as captured on the left, 
but likely four. What a privilege it is to 
have four out of less than a million in 
the UK living in our garden! Some are 
larger older ones and some are last 
year’s babies that we have watched 
grow, hibernate and reappear this 
spring. 
 

We can all help nurture the hedgehog community 
with a few simple steps: 
 

• We can make a 13cm x 13cm hole between 
neighbouring gardens, creating a hedgehog 
highway for essential feeding and mating. A 
hedgehog cannot survive in just one garden 
and roams around 2km every night.  

• Avoid treating lawns with herbicides as this  
  reduces the earthworm population, a large part 
  of the hedgehog diet but also essential for    
  healthy soil. The most bountiful and beautiful  
  gardens are the wormiest!  

• Avoid using slug pellets. Not only are they 
harmful to hedgehogs, they remove a staple 
part of their diet.  
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• Build a log stack in a safe corner to provide a great spot to hibernate.  
  Or provide a purpose built hedgehog house.  

• Leave out a dish of fresh water even in winter. It is amazing how much 
they drink. If you want to feed them, then use specialist hedgehog food or 
meaty dog or cat food ( not fishy and definitely not milk!)  

• Be careful when strimming long grass or lighting bonfires. Have a good 
look around for sleeping or nesting hogs and rebuild bonfires before  

  lighting them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At Go Botanical, we feel passionate about protecting these little creatures that 
we are so honoured to share our gardens with. Hedgehogs are vital to the eco-
systems of our gardens, keeping the pests away. Sadly last week, one of our 
hedgehog family appeared hobbling across the lawn which is never a good 
sign in daylight. I picked him up to see that he had blue all around his mouth 
and was very poorly. I took him to the vet and sadly he passed away. The vet 
confirmed that he had been poisoned by either rat poison or slug pellets.  
 
I appreciate that slugs and snails can be a real nuisance to newly planted veg 
and garden plants, lovingly tended. We have plant casualties which is very 
frustrating in our line of business but there are other ways to reduce the dam-
age and I just wanted to share a few…. 
 

• Try placing seaweed, coarse grit or coffee granules around tender plants 

• Wool pellets are very effective and can be ordered and delivered online 

• Copper tape is great around the tops of planters and raised beds 
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• Use our garlic recipe below to spray on plants every 10 days or after 
heavy rain.  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• And if you really have to use slug pellets, please only use ones that don’t 
contain Metaldehyde, which has now been banned in this country but may 
still be used in slug pellets left over from last year. New slug pellets contain 
ferric sulphate, which is still harmful to wildlife so it is a good idea to place 
them in a piece of plastic tube so hedgehog noses can’t reach them. There 
is no such thing as organic or wildlife friendly slug pellets, despite the ad-
vertising.  

• And if it was rat poison that killed our prickly friend, well please use safe 
contained dispensers rather than loose pellets.  

 
If you want to see how many hedgehogs have been sighted in your area, then 
log on to www.hedgehogstreet.org and take a look at their spotters map.  
Surprisingly Lyndhurst has very few, but likely just not recorded yet. If you see 
a hedgehog, alive or dead then please log it on the website as it helps build a 
bigger picture for their future.   
 
I would hate to lose any more of our hedgehog friends as we are so lucky to 
have them in our gardens. Thank you so much for taking the time to read this 
article! 
 
 

Bridget - Go Botanical     

http://www.hedgehogstreet.org
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MINT GARDENS LTD 
 

Garden & landscape services 
 

All aspects of garden maintenance 
undertaken, including 
 

 grass and hedge cutting 
 garden clearance 

 planting & pruning 
 City & Guilds qualified 

 

 
  Phone: 07890 625049 
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 PJB 
 
 
 

 
IS YOUR GUTTERING OVERFLOWING? 

DOWNPIPE BLOCKED? 
DEBRIS—LEAVES—MOSS 

 

TO GET THEM CLEARED AND  
FREE-FLOWING AGAIN  

  

CALL 07818 414625 
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Including Minstead,  
Emery Down, Bank and Brook 

  
Due to Covid-19 Lyndhurst  

Neighbourcare is no longer able to 
operate because we have no active 

drivers under the age of 70. 
 

If you are under 70 and would  
consider driving for us, please call 

0845 0945 818 and leave your 
name and telephone number and 

we will call you back. 
 

Thank you. 
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NATURE IN JULY 

Traditionally, with July being one of our hottest months, most birds would have finished  
raising their young and those fledglings that have survived will now be flying around and 
making their own way.  Some birds will attempt a second brood and often quite success- 
fully; blackbirds are a good example of this, as are blue tits and great tits.  As said last year, 
during this month, several species of bird will now start to begin their migration back south 
towards parts of southern Europe and Africa.  This early migration is often lead by the  
cuckoo.  Which means that during July, the cuckoo’s call is rarely heard.  Many bird species 
having finished raising their young, now start their major annual moult, which also means 
that they tend to fall silent.  So, July and August, tend to be the quietest months of the year 
to hear birds.  Although sea bird colonies and coastal breeding haunts, particularly those 
inhabited by members of the gull family, are still relatively noisy.  Seabirds follow the normal 
spring cycle for breeding and raising young.  Although their opportunity to raise a second 
brood, is much less successful.  The rigours of often raising a single chick, from a single 
egg laid, as with the auk family, is not only demanding, but also fraught with danger, from 
many types of predators. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pair of adult razorbills, one of our most popular auks (Photo courtesy of Julie Sey) 
 

Outside of birds, many smaller mammals also benefit during the drier months, as the  
weather is generally warmer, there is a plentiful supply of food sources.  These types of 
mammals include voles, shrews, mice, rabbits, hares, stoats, and weasels.  Stoats and 
weasels are highly predatory and prey mostly on rabbits and during these warmer months, 
young rabbits.  But stoats and weasels are elusive and shy, travelling along the hedgerow 
highways at the edges of fields.  Which do make good ambush points for them to take  
rabbits and occasionally, hares.  Although, it must be said, that hares are much faster and 
usually more alert to any danger.  Foxes and badgers are also active during these warmer 
months, although more usually at dusk, during the night and early morning, when the air 
temperature is much cooler.  Apart from the species of deer that we have in the UK, foxes, 
badgers, and otters are among our largest mammals, with otters being extremely difficult to 
see and observe, especially during daylight hours. 
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Otters are often steeped in mystique and their nocturnal activity, just adds to this mystique.  
Over the years, otters have been persecuted, almost to the point of no return.  But it is  
pleasing to report that as a protected species their numbers are on the increase, helped by 
the cleaner river acts, that have come into force since, making our rivers and streams much 
cleaner and healthier.  Otters frequent Hampshire and areas of the New Forest, and the male 
(or dog), might have two or more females (bitches), living within his allotted territory and  
rearing his cubs.  Although, this will be dependent upon how big, a stretch of river lies within 
his territory and its food sources contained within it.  But otters are versatile and adaptable, 
and this is seen in their ability to locate and flourish on coastal shores, as well as inland.  Dog  
otters mark their territories by using their droppings or spraints, to mark their domain, and to 
warn off other dog otters. Their spraints also act as a scent to attract females (bitches), and 
once they have paired-up, they can mate for life, or for as long as each adult animal survives.  
Most deaths today, are caused by motor vehicles, as they attempt to cross our busy roads at 
night.  Otters are ready to reproduce from 2 to 3 years of age, and their mating season  
depends upon the area in which they live. If their habitat is thriving with enough room for 
them, and a plentiful and continued supply of food, they will tend to mate more than once, in 
each season. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Pair of adult otters (Photo courtesy of the writer) 
 

If you are lucky enough, to see an otter, or perhaps, a badger, you should count yourself 
lucky, as these animals are seldom seen on a regular basis, mainly because they are noctur-
nal, but also because they are also very elusive indeed.  Sadly, most badgers are only seen 
in the day as road casualties; but their numbers have increased in recent years to something 
like 485,000 within the UK, in-spite of the bovine TB issues.  Worms are their favourite food 
and rainy nights can be the best time to see any badger, as they hunt voraciously for these 
invertebrates as they come up to the surface.  Family groups of badgers live in an under-
ground sett, and it may have many entrances and exit holes, to help aid escape in the event 
of being attacked.  But only one female, the predominant sow, breeds at a time.  Between 
one and five, are the usual number of offspring born in each litter.  But as very often is the 
case with badgers, it is only one or two cubs that tend to survive and make it all the way 
through to adulthood. 
 
 

Should you require further information on the local RSPB members group, then please email your full 
contact details to NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk  Regular updates and other nature-related articles 
are also available and these can be found on the Group’s website, at   
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest 
 
 

Keith Partridge, RSPB New Forest Group Leader 
(All photos are courtesy of our members, as indicated) 

mailto:NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk
http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest
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We are often asked if we will ‘go back to normal’ at the clinic and, as with most 

things in the UK right now, the short answer is we don’t really know.  Most of our  

patients are now very familiar with what a covid-secure practice looks like and we 

don’t see changes to these robustly covid-secure procedures happening any time 

soon.   

We let one patient into the clinic at a time (or two from the same household), take 

temperatures, provide hand sanitiser and masks and take all the other measures to 

maintain safety of both staff and patients.   

If you are worried about coming for an appointment for any reason, please do not 

hesitate to get in touch and Matthew will be happy to talk through your concerns and 

find the best way to help you.  
 

To book your appointment visit  

www.lyndhurstchiro.co.uk or call 023 8028 4666 
 

Please note that reception is not covered all the time, but we regularly pick up  

messages and emails and will call you straight back.  Thank you for your continuing 

support and we hope you enjoy the summer. 

Matthew Garfath, DC, LRCC, MChiro, BSc  

https://lyndhurstchiro.cliniko.com/bookings#service
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RELIABLE MAN WITH VAN 

 

 
Available for light removals,  

deliveries of bulky items, parcels, packages etc. 

Includes evenings and weekends. 
Please call Gary 

Mob. 07812 671876 
or 023 8066 3170 

  

Sofikas 
  

  

  
  
  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

65a High Street 
Lyndhurst 
SO43 7BE 

023 8028 2571 
  

sofikas@btconnect.com 
Or find me on facebook or 

Online at www.sofikas.co.uk 

Womenswear, Menswear, Shoes  
& Accessories 

 

Happy Summer to you all…… 

Here’s 20% off your next purchase in store 

Or enter TREAT20 online for 20% discount 
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Longdown Farm Shop  
 

Having previously kept their own dairy herd, Longdown  

Activity Farm owners Dawn and Bryan Pass are passionate 

about supporting local producers and their produce. So 

much so, that in 2007, they opened a Farm Shop at the  

entrance to the Activity Farm to champion the wealth of 

local produce that Hampshire, and in particular, the New 

Forest, has to offer.  
 

The Farm Shop has an obvious add-on appeal to the many 

visitors that make day trips to the Activity Farm, who call 

in before they depart for the day to pick up a tasty treat for tea. However, Bryan and Dawn’s  

vision for the Farm Shop was always to create a hub for local residents to source a large range 

of good local food under one roof.   
 

Under the expert guidance of Farm Shop manager Wayne Smith, The Farm Shop offers a  

diverse selection of delicious and often unique fare that we are fortunate enough to have right 

here on our doorstep.  
 

Wonderful suppliers like New Forest venison, Isle of Wight Tomatoes, Alresford Watercress, 

Beaulieu Soft Fruits and Lyburn Cheese offer their delicious wares such as locally reared meat, 

game, fresh fruit and vegetables, award-winning cheeses, free-range chicken and duck eggs, 

fruity preserves, honey from local hives, mouth-watering handmade cakes, and so much more 

besides. The Farm Shop is proud to provide local seasonal produce when it is in season – so 

fresh, tasty and nutritious food for your plate.      
 

Following on from the success of The Farm Shop, Bryan, Dawn and Wayne added on The 

Chicken Shack, which sells a large range of poultry and small animal feed, bedding and equip-

ment. Longdown is renowned, in particular, for the sale of chickens because of Bryan’s expert 

poultry knowledge and aftersales service. Having purchased a Longdown chicken (or other 

bird or animal) The Chicken Shack is the perfect place to purchase initial and ongoing essen-

tials.  
 

You can be assured of a friendly welcome and excellent customer service from Wayne and his 

team in The Farm Shop. Even during the lockdowns, The Farm Shop supplied their locally 

sourced goods in specially prepared boxes. There are often special offers in-store, so as well as 

providing choice, value is high on the agenda.  
 

It’s also fun to collect the stamps on The Farm Shop loyalty card to eventually redeem it for 

£5. 

Customers are encouraged to telephone and order specialist items such as particular cuts of of-

fal or gluten-free products, and The Farm Shop will do its best to supply them. If you want to 

ensure that regular stock items are available, perhaps for a planned event or meal, you are wel-

come to order ahead. 

Support Local Produce and visit Longdown Farm Shop soon. www.longdownfarmshop.co.uk   

http://www.longdownfarmshop.co.uk
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Lyndhurst and District 
 

 

 

www.u3asites.org.uk/lyndhurst 
 

AN INVITATION TO  

OUR NEXT MEETING 

WEDNESDAY 14th July 2021 

2.30pm 

Our speaker is James Taylor who will talk about Ocean Liners from 1800 

 to 1950 and the ships that shaped our lives and the extraordinary story  
of design. 

 

 ********** 
We do not meet in August but we are hoping that we will meet in the Community  

Centre in September. Everyone has their fingers and toes crossed.  In September  
our speaker will be about the work of Medical Detection Dogs. 

 
********** 

 

Usually, our monthly meetings are held at Lyndhurst Community Centre but during  

these difficult times we are meeting on Zoom. New members are welcome to join us,  
and we look forward to meeting you on Zoom and then in person when the lifting of  

restrictions allow, hopefully very soon. 

 

*********** 

These are the interest groups and many are also meeting on Zoom and are looking 
forward to meeting in person once restrictions have been lifted. Again, new members 

are most welcome.  

GOLF :  BRIDGE  :  CREATIVE WRITING  :   SPANISH  :  MAH JONG  : 

GENEALOGY : BOARD GAMES : CONVERSATIONAL FRENCH :  

DAYS OUT : BOOK CLUB : BAKE CLUB : LUNCH CLUB :  

GARDENING : LEISURE CYCLING 

We encourage the forming of new groups 

********** 
Please contact our Membership Secretary, Betty Tennant, regarding joining. Phone number 

07717 767997 

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/lyndhurst
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 A Stitch in Time EST. 1989 

 
  Meadowsweet, 
  Chapel Lane 
  Lyndhurst 
  SO43 7FF 
 

  Email: sali@forestac.co.uk 
  Tel. 023 8028 3969 

 

 
  Curtains, blinds, upholstery, loose covers, 
  soft furnishings, alterations and repairs. 

                                                                
                                 Reg no: 303615                                                              Reg no: 10042 

 

Jeremy Gailor Plumbing and Heating 
 

Your local experienced plumbing and heating engineer. 
All aspects of plumbing undertaken: 

 

Gas 
Oil 

LPG 
Bathrooms 

Unvented cylinders 
 

Boiler services, repairs & upgrades 
 

Chartered Institute of Plumbing and Heating Engineers  
registered plumber 

 
 

   Tel: 023 8029 2550    Mob: 07855916078 
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Commoning Family Spring Report 

We all love the New Forest… each and every one of us has a special place or lasting memory 
that binds us to the Forest. I remember riding my tiny red bike all the way to Queen’s  
Meadow and picnicking by the river as a child. Beautiful demoiselles danced beside the 
bridge and the deer grazed peacefully in the meadow. Robert remembers riding his pony 
with his brother all the way to Hasley, bandit country, where the sand around the inclosure 
is red. He collected the sand in a small bag and returned home triumphantly, as he poured 
the ‘gold’ on to the dinner table he announced that they 
were now rich! When Robert and I were children we thought 
nothing of seeing curlews and lapwings feeding across the 
heathland. Mum remembers watching her dad plough the 
fields along Pinkney Lane on the edge of Lyndhurst with 
flocks of lapwing following the plough. We haven’t seen or 
heard a lapwing this year. It is great to see how hard the 
ranger teams have been working to try to protect the ground 
nesting bird sites around the forest this year. Let’s hope that 
if we collectively, as a community, help to protect these rare 
and wonderful birds today, future generations will once 
again think of them as normal rather than special. The effort 
of keeping to the tracks and keeping dogs on leads during 
ground nesting bird season may take a generation to bring 
about the change we need to see but it will be worth it. Can we really afford not to?  
 

Foals are beginning to appear across the Forest – the mares take themselves off to a quiet 
place and usually foal overnight. Forest bred foals are very special, for a pony they have a 
wonderful start in life. They are born in to a herd and learn their place very quickly, they 
have playmates and teachers all around them. The varied terrain and the distances they 

move each day help to build strong bones and 
muscles. They are exposed to lots of different 
foods and bacteria both from their mother and 
their environment and as a result develop a very 
healthy gut.  Freedom, friendship and food, I 
think we have all learnt to value these this year. 
Whilst some fillies will grow up and remain as 
breeding mares on the Forest and a handful of 
colts will go on to become licensed stallions, 
many of the foals born on the open Forest will 
go on to become riding ponies. Our very own 
Cuffnells Royal Fern who was born at Longwater 

has been a fantastic show pony and endurance 
pony, winning the Pony Club National Championships Junior Novice class in 2019. Now that 
the children are a little older she is slowly becoming a colt hunting pony, helping us to catch 
our ponies, she is incredibly sure footed and absolutely loves her job.  

Cuffnells Royal Fern ridden by Milly checking the cattle 
near Brockenhurst 

Cuffnells Orchid 
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This winter the children have been helping Robert 
to catch any mares that have needed to come in. 
Sometimes our own, sometimes a pony that be-
longs to a friend. We deliberately leave our ponies 
on the Forest a little wild. We don’t tend to halter 
break them or over handle them because we want 
them to lead their best life as free semi-feral ponies. 
It is heartbreaking to see a foal spoiled by well 
meaning visitors who feed and handle them.  We 
are so grateful to those of you who keep your dis-
tance from our ponies and do not interrupt their 
natural foraging or interfere with their natural  
development. The ponies have evolved to survive on the wide variety of foods that the Forest 
offers. From holly to gorse in the winter, fresh shoots in the bogs in the spring and summer 
and ash leaves in the autumn. Any food given, no matter how well intentioned causes harm. 
We would be really grateful if you could pass this message on to friends and family who visit 
the New Forest.  
 

This year 20 stallions will run on the open Forest for 2 months and father the next generation 
of foals. New Forest ponies are now on the Rare Breeds Survival Trust watchlist so each filly 
born is vital for the future of the breed. When we were children more than 100 stallions ran 
the New Forest all the time, in order to ensure each foal has a good home to go to stallion 
numbers have been reduced and each stallion is carefully selected for bloodlines, confor-
mation and type. They are vetted and DNA tested. Each stallion is allocated an area to run, 
some stay in their area whilst others travel many miles in search of mares.  Out of the breed-
ing season the stallions all live together in a large herd away from the Forest. Without the 
mares to fight over they lead a very happy life together!  
 

Please remember to follow the New Forest Code and share it with all your friends, family and 
social groups. We have a collective responsibility to ensure the New Forest is well cared for. If 
you ever need to report a problem in the New Forest the NPA, Verderers and CDA all have 
emergency contact details on their websites www.newforestnpa.gov.uk 
 

Follow us on twitter and instagram for more updates : 

https://commoningfamily.wordpress.com/              Lyndsey Stride 

 
 

Cuffnells Campion on Acres Down 
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ON THE MARQUE 
 

The New Forest Marque is the sign of true local produce. Everything you see with the dis-
tinctive blue logo has been grown, brewed, reared, produced or made right here in the New 
Forest.   
 

Not only will you be getting fantastic local goods, but you’ll be supporting local businesses 
and ensuring the New Forest landscape and traditions continue to thrive. There are now 155 
businesses which are part of the thriving scheme.  
 

You’ll find the stamp of approval on cosy pubs, quaint tea rooms, high-end restaurants – all 
offering a selection of menus bursting with locally-sourced ingredients.   
 

Many accommodation providers offer fantastic local eats, drinks and treats. Or why not buy 
your own from retailers so you can enjoy a taste of the New Forest in your own home?   
You’ll find beautiful arts and crafts such as textiles, paintings and photography inspired by 
the New Forest, as well as woodcrafts using local sustainably-sourced timber.   
 

There are also no less than five vineyards in the New Forest, together with beer brewers,  
cider makers and gin distillers.   
 

Many members offer home deliveries and click and collect from the farm gate services. 
There’s so much to choose from! Pick up a free copy of the New Forest Marque directory, or 
go online to www.newforestmarque.co.uk to see the fantastic array of produce on offer.   
By shopping locally and buying New Forest Marque goods from small-scale producers who 
are closely linked with the landscape you can help nature and also reduce your carbon foot-
print. Your support helps ensure the New Forest National Park remains a special place into 
the future. 
 
Thanks for supporting local!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Naked Pantry Noble Bee Honey 
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SPECIAL OFFER  Taste of the New Forest Marque Quarterly Subscription Boxes  
 
New for 2021 are these fantastic subscription boxes showcasing local produce from New  
Forest Marque members. 
 
The newly-launched quarterly boxes offer a range of seasonal New Forest Marque produce – 
primarily local food and drink as well as handcrafted non-food items which will vary with the 
seasons. The surprise selection of eight to 10 individually selected products are delivered to 
your door (across the New Forest Marque area only). 
 
Subscription boxes are available to buy from as little as £30 per quarter, exclusively via the 
Marque  website. Orders are being taken for the following seasons: 
 
Autumn – (Delivery August 2021) Last date for ordering = 1 August.  
 

Winter – (Delivery November 2021) 
 

Spring – (Delivery February 2022) 
 

Summer – (Delivery May 2022) 
 
For full details and to subscribe visit www.newforestmarque.co.uk/shop  

 

 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newforestmarque.co.uk%2Fshop&data=04%7C01%7Cmaria.court%40newforestnpa.gov.uk%7C488e0c92e383453392ea08d9066af171%7Cfb5d1c469fad4de681de8d5370f9919d%7C0%7C0%7C637547878675845384%7CUnknown%7CT
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How to Lighten the Burden 

 
In 2010 a Dr Thomas Endlein of Cambridge University conducted an investigation into the 
stickiness of insects’ feet. One thing he noticed was that the surface area of an ant’s foot 
changes to cope with the weight it has to bear. His award-winning photograph shows an Asian 
weaver ant hanging upside down from a glass surface with a 500mg weight dangling from its 
jaws -  it is actually holding on to one hundred times its own body weight. Fascinating stuff, es-
pecially when one considers that the strongest man in the world can lift about four times his 
own body weight. A fit man, I am informed, can lift his own body weight but not without 
training . . .  Most of us, by deduction therefore, must be wimps.  
 
At the beginning of “Pilgrim’s Progress” the reading of a book, the Bible, causes Pilgrim to be-
come acutely aware of the heavy burden he carries on his back. It causes him deep physical 
and mental distress and he desperately seeks someone who can relieve him of this curse. In 
his anxiety to be rid of it he listens to those who promise relief but cannot deliver. He then 
meets a character called ‘Good-will’ who assures Christian that when he arrives ‘at the place 
of deliverance’ it will simply fall off by itself. He struggles onwards, hindered greatly by his in-
creasing burden until he comes to a hill with a cross on it. Just below the cross is a sepulchre, 
a tomb, into which the burden suddenly tumbles. It is the last Christian ever sees of it. Tears 
of distress become tears of joy. How easily it falls! Although Christian’s continued journey is 
not trouble-free, now at least he can continue his life’s pilgrimage without this great weight 
dragging him down continuously. Now he has peace with a holy God. 
 
When he regarded the crowds that gathered around him, Jesus saw the burdens. All too clear-
ly. Huge boulders, invisible to the naked eye:  wrong doing, guilt, regret, worry, failure, fear, 
conflict . . .   all these parasites, these grotesque squatters laughing as they greedily sucked 
the joy and peace out of lives. And because he knew he was going to the cross to defeat all 
these enemies and carry the greatest weight the world has ever known – ours – he could say 
to them:  
 
“Come to me, all of you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart and you will find rest (not 
judgement)*  for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew ch.11 v. 28
-30) 
 
Perhaps we are more like the Asian weaver ant than we realise. Whatever it is - that heaviness 
of the soul - Jesus can deal with it because he has already dealt with it. We access it if we  
pilgrim this life his way. 
*my words 
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Afternoon Guest 

 
 
It was a perfect summer afternoon 
The day was warm and bright 
The sun shone from a clear blue sky 
Not one cloud in sight 
Covid rules were still in place 
Thirty people groups well spaced 
Mixing in the open air 
Mingling with due care 
 
Friends and neighbours taking tea 
Enjoying others’ company 
Biscuits served and small cup cakes 
On pretty dainty china plates 
One man standing all alone 
His dress code different, all his own 
Mixing, chatting, passing round 
This unknown guest yet knew all around 
 
An air of calm surrounding him 
His smile came from the heart 
He spoke of all things fluently 
Drew attention from the start 
As he reached out for his water glass 
I saw a scar upon his hand 
And then I saw the other one 
Could this be that man? 
 
Above us clouds were scudding 
Our gathering at an end 
It was good to see old friends again 
Making plans to come again 
The stranger bade a fond farewell 
And walked towards the trees 
To fade before our very eyes 
Leaving just a hint of breeze 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
He had spoken like a long lost friend 
He did not preach or bless 
He was only there to show he cared 
Not to scare or to impress 
He talked to each and everyone 
Knew all there was to know 
Arriving with the summer sun 
From a place we hope to go 
 
His countenance was wonderful 
So peaceful so serene 
His brown eyes took in everything 
Every detail, every scene 
He knew things only I should know 
Openness right there on show 
And his presence left a question 
To an answer we can’t know 
 
I shall not forget that afternoon 
So warm, so dry and bright 
And the stranger reaching for his glass 
 
Or was it just a trick of light? 
 
David K Wilson 
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Airport Transfer ~ Cruise / Ferry Terminal ~ Train Station 
Heathrow ~ Gatwick ~ Southampton ~ Bournemouth ~ Luton ~ 

Stansted 
Restaurant ~ Hotel ~ Hospital ~ Long Distance ~ Business Travel  

Business accounts available. 
 

We take pride in offering a local Friendly, Efficient and Reliable taxi  
service to the Lyndhurst,  New Forest and surrounding areas.  

 

 Our Vehicles can carry up to 6 Passengers and we are fully insured and  
licenced by New Forest District Council. 

 

Call us for a quote or to book on   02380 814876 ~ 07587 003091 
 

www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk  
www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire 

 

~ Now accepting debit and credit cards ~ 

http://www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire
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Ground-nesting birds – Keeper Report – Early Summer  
Austin Weldon, New Forest Keeper, Forestry England    
 

As a Forestry England Keeper here in the New Forest, I probably have 
one of the best “offices” there is. A key part of my job is to help monitor and look after the 
Forest’s wildlife. At this time of year, we are particularly focused on ground-nesting birds,  
species which as the name suggests take the rather precarious approach of building their 
nests and rearing their young on the ground.  
Among other statutory designations, the New Forest is a Special Protection Area for birds. 
This is because of the wide range of species that live here and visit to breed, attracted by the 
area’s rich mix of woodland, heath and wetland habitats. Ground-nesting birds are of particu-
lar importance, and the New Forest is one of the last remaining habitats in the country where 
you will find such diversity of this group. The ability of these birds to successfully breed and 
raise young has become critical to their survival in the UK. 
Key species found here include Lapwing, Curlew, Snipe, and Redshank who favour the heath-
land and wetland areas, and those such as Woodlark and Wood Warblers who nest on the 
ground in and around the edges of woodlands. 
Over the last couple of months, our team have been closely monitoring the ground-nesting 
birds arriving here and their fortunes as the season progresses.  
We use a variety of methods and in recent years, advancements in stealth camera technology 
have taken our knowledge of the challenges these birds face to new levels. These hidden  
devices allow us to closely observe the nesting process, and better understand why and how 
this can fail. Also, by watching the parents’ behaviour we can assess where the birds are in the 
breeding season, looking at things like courtship, territory establishment, or how parents 
attempt to deter and distract predators.  
This year we are also collaborating with Bournemouth University, and the Game and Wildlife 
Conservation Trust with support from Wild New Forest to monitor the ground nesting bird 
season and in particular the fortunes of Curlews. The data we collect will help inform and im-

prove our understanding of the key challenges currently faced by 
these birds.   
Back in April we saw the arrival of Lapwing and Curlew. Since 
then, they have been busy with courting rituals and establishing 
their nests. We are also lucky to have a population of UK resident 
Woodcock which remain here year-round rather than migrating 
east, which the vast majority do. Some of the migrant birds 
amazingly travel as far as Siberia to breed before returning here 
for the winter. Some weeks ago, the Woodcock males made their 
presence known by “roding” – flying high around areas at dusk, 
croaking and squeaking to claim their territories and attract the 
attention of females.  

Curlew—Elli Rivers 
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Like Woodcock, Lapwing are also early nesters, and we have seen a few of their broods suc-
cessfully hatch and are now on the cusp of fledging. One of the nests we have been most  
closely watching demonstrates how previously little-known behaviour can be gleaned with 
modern nest camera technology. A female lapwing left her nest just before dusk and as her 
chicks were at the very early stages of beginning to hatch. She returned at dawn the following 
morning and immediately got to work protecting her new brood by removing the empty egg-
shells from the nesting site. Once the chicks where fluffy 
and dry she moved them on to a new area and away 
from the nest. It is thought that lapwing do this to try 
and outwit predators by reducing the scent and  
evidence of the nest. They are known to go to great 
lengths to achieve this, moving eggshells up to 50  
metres or so away. 
Curlew are another species we monitor closely. Current-
ly on the conservation red list due to their near endan-
gered status, their numbers are reducing globally. In the 
UK lowlands numbers have dropped by as much as 60% 
in recent years.  
With 25% of the global population of these birds are  
resident in the UK, halting the decline here is critical to the 
survival of this species. We are playing our part and working across England to support the 
work of the Curlew Recovery Partnership.  
Curlew are some of the hardest birds to monitor due to their secretive nesting behaviour, but 
due to patience and persistence the team have managed to locate and monitor a high propor-
tion of this year’s nests. We will be following their fortunes closely.   
It is still early in the season and some birds such as Nightjar have only just laid eggs, having 
flown here all the way from Africa. They favour heathland and woodland edges in recently 
cleared areas. The New Forest is a stronghold for them with around 15% of the UK population 
found here. Their wonderful churring call and wing clapping makes warm summer evenings in 
the New Forest very special. 
We will be continuing to monitor the progress of many species as we progress through the  
season, which ends in late August. Finding out more about why breeding attempts fail is critical 
to the long-term survival of these birds. The more we know about the threats to them during 

this time, the better we can protect them in the future by  
making more informed management decisions.  
Anyone spending time on the Forest at this time of year can 
help support these incredible birds by taking a few simple steps 
to avoid disturbing them and causing parents to flee their 
nests. Please stick to the main tracks and keep your dog with 
you and do not allow them to venture off these or out onto the 
open heathlands.  You can also look out for special orange and 
red signs that help you know when you are in very sensitive 
nesting sites. 

Curlew & chick—Elli Rivers 

Curlew nest—Elli Rivers 
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Lyndhurst Community Centre is run by the Lyndhurst and District Community Association, an 
independent charitable association.  Charity number 301883 
 

NB Lyndhurst & District Community Association or Lyndhurst Community Centre in no way endorse or sponsor the  
advertisers or advertisements in the ‘What’s On’ magazine.  

DIRECTORY     useful numbers and other contact details 

Lyndhurst Community Centre    023 8028 2267 
                admin@lyndhurstcomm.org 
                www.lyndhurstcomm.org 
 
 

Lyndhurst Parish Council      clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 
           The council’s website has many useful   
           links to other local organisations.      
           www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 
 

 

Lyndhurst Surgery        023 8028 2689 
                www.lyndhurstsurgery.org.uk 
 

Lyndhurst Welfare Charity     02380 283895 
                lyndhurstwelfare@outlook.com 
 

Lyndhurst Food Bank       07485 489275 
 

Midforest Vets          023 8028 2358 (inc. out of hours) 
                www.midforestvets.co.uk 
 
 

Neighbourcare          0845 0945 818 
 
 

Disability Information Service    01425 628750 (helpline) 
 
 

Citizens Advice Bureau       0844 411 1306 
                www.citizensadvice.org.uk 
 

Churches 
Baptist Church           023 8028 4426 
Our Lady & St Edward (R.C.)     023 8028 2011 
St Michael & All Angels (CofE)    023 8028 3175 
 

Schools 
New Forest Small School      023 8028 4415 
St Michael & All Angels (Infants)   023 8028 2244 
Lyndhurst Pre-School        023 8028 2986 
 
   

New Forest Centre         023 8028 3444 (office)  
                023 8028 6153 (reference library) 
                www.newforestcentre.org.uk 
 
 

New Forest National Park Authority 01590  646600 
                www.newforestnpa.gov.uk 
 

New Forest District Council     023 8028 5000 
                www.newforest.gov.uk 
Events listings 
Both the District Council and National Park websites have listings of events taking 
place in the local area.   
Other sites include:          www.newforestexplorersguide.co.uk 
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