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COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS  
 

It’s lovely to be open again and to see you all.  Things are gradually getting back to 
normal here at the Centre, although we are opting to keep in place a number of Covid 
protection measures so that we all feel safe in our new liberated society.  We’d be  
very grateful if you would continue to wear a mask when entering the Centre and in  
communal areas, unless you are exempt.   
  
At the time of writing we have had two fairs in our newly decorated Linden Hall and it 
has been great to welcome everyone back. 
  
During August we will be hosting two art exhibitions and two fairs.   New Forest Art 
Society will be exhibiting from the 8th-15th August and the Village Artists Exhibition 
will be held from the 17th-22nd.   We look forward to welcoming Lady Cynthia back 
with her fair on Sunday, 1st August and another in the series of New Forest Makers 
Markets here on the 28th August. 
  
We would like to draw your attention to the announcement on page 5 about the new 
Youth Group and would very much appreciate your thoughts and ideas. 
  
We know the Community Club lunch has been sorely missed and we would like to  
welcome Club Lunch Members to a coffee morning on Friday, 13th August from 
11.00am to 12.30pm.  Tickets are £3.00 and available from the Community Centre  
office, numbers are limited to 30 and must be purchased in advance.  
 
The Lyndhurst Drama & Musical Society are holding a one-act comedy at the  
Mailman’s  Arms on the 14th August, which is sure to be fun.   Details can be found  
on page 11. 
 
We wish you all a very happy, safe and sunny August (although perhaps not as hot as it 
has been this week!) and look forward to seeing you soon.  
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CLERK’S CORNER – AUGUST 2021 
 
 
I would like to start on a high note and thank the generous  
residents and the business who have each donated the cost of a 
picnic bench for our Recreation Ground.  These acts of kindness 
have really given me a lift and show what a lovely village we 
have.  By the time you read this column the new play trail 
should be in place.  Thanks must go to all the volunteers who 
helped to dismantle and dispose of the old play trail and the  
icing on the cake will be the picnic benches.  Unfortunately, 
these will not be delivered until early Autumn but we feel the benches we have chosen are 
worth waiting for in this instance.  I have one last plea …. is there anyone out there who is 
feeling generous enough to donate £400 for one more bench.  Perhaps a group of people 
could get together to fund one.  Anyway, I leave it with you. 

 
Lyndhurst Infant School PTA have been in touch with me to tell me 
about their plans to host their first ever official Scarecrow Trail on the 
weekend of 9 and 10 October 2021.  That might seem a while off but 
it’s never too early to start planning.  This fun, community focussed 
event will lead you on an adventure hunt around the village to spot as 
many scarecrows as you can find following an official trail map, copies 
of which will be available to purchase at various outlets in the village 
nearer the time.  All proceeds will go to St Michael and All Angels 
School PTA charity as they are raising funds to support playground 

landscaping and an outdoor school library project.  There will be a prize for the best scare-
crow and a raffle prize for all of those who complete the trail and enter the draw!  The PTA 
are looking for residents, community groups, families and businesses in Lyndhurst village to 
get in touch and be involved.  Register your interest now by contacting  
Lyndhurstpta@outlook.com. Entries can only be accepted from Lyndhurst addresses that 
are within a safe walking distance from the village centre to ensure that the trail is walkable 
and safe for children and adults.  For updates and more information please follow 
‘Lyndhurst Scarecrow Trail’ on Facebook. 
 
Since my July Clerk’s Corner four local residents have come forward to 
volunteer assistance with the Community Speedwatch scheme.  However, 
more volunteers are needed if the scheme is to continue to provide a 
useful service in our villages.  CSW allows the public to volunteer with the 
Police to monitor the speed of traffic at specific agreed locations using 
the Parish Council’s speed indication device, so please give it some 
thought and get in touch with me if you would like to take part in this 
worthwhile exercise for your community. 

mailto:Lyndhurstpta@outlook.com


9 

 

 

We had a full house for our July Parish Council meeting.  Roads seemed to be one of the 
main topics for discussion with no less than five areas or individual roads being highlighted 
on the Agenda.  Unfortunately, we all know that our villages are blighted by traffic, particu-
larly in the summer months.  Many of them, such as Empress Road, Pemberton Road, 
Racecourse View, Clarence Road and Queens Parade were built before the householders 
had a car and most have no pavement.  Added to this we have roadside parking by people 
choosing to park in our side roads and walk to the village rather than pay parking charges.  
Ways are being sought to alleviate the problem.  There is also the ongoing problem of Mill 
Lane and HCC has recently published the Lyndhurst, Emery Down and Minstead 2018 
Traffic Survey.  We hope that by working with residents and HCC some alleviation of the 
problems experienced on this road may eventually be resolved. 
 
There have long been problems in Wellands Road where residents and High Street traders 
with service entrances to the rear have to co-exist and, once again, we hope that by main-
taining lines of communication, a solution will be found. 
 
With guidance from Councillor Wiltshire, LPC is looking into 
the possibility of providing stained glass windows in the 
Chapel.  External funding will be necessary and our Chair is 
actively exploring the possibility of grant aid for this project.  
We have some ideas of subject matter that could be depic-
ted on the windows but all ideas will be considered. 
 
Another item of expenditure will be CCTV equipment for the 
Recreation Ground.  We do already have CCTV coverage but 
the new equipment should make the area vandal-proof and 
increase visibility to more areas of the Recreation Ground. 
 
Looking to the future, plans are now in place for Remembrance Sunday, so more of that in 
the coming months and Councillors have noted the dates for Her Majesty Queen  
Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee at the beginning of June 2022.  A lot of ideas came forward for 
the Diamond Jubilee in 2012 and many of them involved most of the village including  
Picnic on the Pitch, a Dog Show and street parties, all organised by the Parish Council with 
help from the residents.  Do let us know what you would like to see. 
 

Our next Parish Council meeting is on Tuesday 14 September in the Pine Hall at the  
Community Centre commencing at 7.15 pm.  Our next Planning Committee meeting will be 
held on Tuesday 24 August at 7.15 pm, again in the Community Centre. 
 
Margaret Weston, Clerk to Lyndhurst Parish Council (telephone: 023 8028 4928/email: clerk@lyndhurst
-pc.gov.uk).  Visit our website at www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk  

mailto:clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
http://www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
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Hi, 
 
My name is Charlotte and I moved to Lyndhurst with my 
husband Peter in January 2019 from Sunbury-on-Thames, 
Middlesex both having just retired from long careers in the 
NHS.  I continue to work as an online nurse advisor for the 
charity Bowel Cancer UK whilst Pete sits on a board of  
directors with the Cypriot health ministry developing a  
national health service in Cyprus. 
 
Throughout my life I have loved music and dance and dis-
covered the ideal combination of both (without the need for a partner) in line dancing.  
Like many people I mistook line dancing for barn dancing and was slightly ambivalent 
when my friend took me along to try it out.  I was so surprised to find that I not only 
loved the music but the dancing too.   
 
Country music has its roots in all genres of music from jazz and blues to soul, funk 
and pop!  Line dancing works the brain as well as the muscles and like ALL forms of 
dance the combination of music and moves lifts the mood and has a hugely positive 
impact on your mental as well as physical health.  With no need for a partner you can 
take up line dancing and quickly form new friendships. 

 
Having previously attended a Powerhoop class 
but finding no class locally, during lockdown I  
decided to train to become a Powerhoop instruc-
tor.  Powerhoop is an exercise class using a 
weighted fitness hoop.  The class consists of  
different exercises including waist hooping but  
also using the hoop as a prop for a full body 
workout. What I love about Powerhoop is that it is 
a great, low-impact form of exercise – and fun! 
You never see a child hooping without a smile on 
their face! 
 
I have loved becoming part of the Lyndhurst com-
munity and am hugely excited and honoured to 
have been appointed as a Trustee of the  
Community Centre which is such a vital part of  
village life and has so much to offer both residents 
and visitors.   
 
Following the Pandemic I feel strongly that much 

needs to be done to help people recover, both physically and psychologically, and I 
hope to be able to work with the other trustees and Centre staff to offer a range of  
activities to help people recover from this. 
 
 

Charlotte Dawson 
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ROLAND FARMERS 
FULLY QUALIFIED DECORATOR 

(City & Guilds & Advanced Crafts) 
 

Your local craftsman with over 30 years experience.  

Specialising in interior decorating & painted furniture. 

All types and sizes of work considered. 

Fully insured. Competitive rates. 

 

For a no obligation quotation contact Roland on: 
Tel. 023 8081 4196   Mobile. 07791 503699 

Woodside Cottage, Minstead, Lyndhurst SO43 7GB   
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THE BIG BUTTERFLY COUNT 

Friday 16 July to Sunday 8 August.  

The Big Butterfly Count is a nationwide citizen science 
survey aimed at helping us assess the health of our  
environment. It was launched in 2010 and has rapidly  
become the world's biggest survey of butterflies. Over 
111,500 citizen scientists took part in 2020, submitting 
145,249 counts of butterflies and day-flying moths from 
across the UK1. 
 
The numbers of butterflies and moths in the UK have  
decreased significantly since the 1970s. This is a warning 
that cannot be ignored. 
 
 

 
 
Butterfly declines are also an early warning for other 
wildlife losses. Butterflies are key biodiversity  
indicators for scientists as they react very quickly to 
changes in their environment. Therefore, if their 
numbers are falling, then nature is in trouble. So 
tracking numbers of butterflies is crucial in the fight 
to conserve our natural world. That’s why taking part 
in this massive citizen science enterprise is of great 
importance, not just for our butterflies but for the  
wider environment and biodiversity in general. 
 
 

 
 
Simply count butterflies for 15 minutes during 
bright (preferably sunny) weather during the Big 
Butterfly Count dates of 16 July to 8 August.  
 
Log on to the Big Butterfly Count website:   
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/  
where you can download a chart and find out 
more.  It would be great if as many people as  
possible could take part. 
 
 
 
1  Butterfly Conservation website. 

Painted Lady  

Small Heath  

Peacock  
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Treasurer Needed! 
 

Lyndhurst Pre-school is looking for a treasurer/bookkeeper to help 
with our accounts. We are a charity based in the community and in 
need of some voluntary support to enable us to continue running a  
super provision for local children. The role would involve  
approximately 4 hours per month, plus attendance to a Board of  
Directors meeting 3-6 times per year.  
 
If you think you can support us, please get in touch: 
 

enquiries@lyndhurst-pre.org.uk / 023 8028 2986 
 

www.lyndhurst-preschool.co.uk 

mailto:enquiries@lyndhurst-pre.org.uk
http://www.lyndhurst-preschool.co.uk
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Free to Enter 

The battle lines are drawn: they go right through that plate of food. With unblinking, saucer 
eyes the little one stares. Steadily, carefully, she watches. Is that steel you detect in the adorable 
big blueness that you so often drown in? She waits. She has all day; she senses that you don’t. 
She tightens slightly the muscles around her sweet little mouth. You have the urge to laugh. 
But you dare not! 

It’s all about the ownership of the spoon. You see, she wants to feed herself – without you. And 
you want the dinner in her tummy, not all over the carpet for the loitering dog to hoover up . . . 
so there’s a wall between you. 

Man is staggeringly good at building walls - ones that speak of dominance, greed, hatred, divi-
sion: the Great Wall of China; Hadrian’s Wall (why did the Romans ever bother to swap the 
shores of Italy for our icy North?); the Berlin Wall; the Peace Wall in Belfast; the Israeli West 
Bank Barrier . . . 

What of the invisible ones - just as real, ones of the mind that imprison and cripple: walls of 
multitudinous prejudices, paralysing fears, self interest, pride. Walls that say “I can’t do it” or 
“I can’t believe” or “I won’t say sorry”. People build walls around their hearts so that they 
can’t be hurt again; they build walls around their hearts so that broken promises can’t disap-
point them again; they build walls of self-fulfilling failure before others can tell them as much. 
I could go on. It’s easy to find examples. It’s part of the human tragedy, a flawed human race. 

There is a wall in the Bible. It’s actually a curtain, a massive rug-like curtain and it belonged 
firstly in the Old Testament travelling tabernacle and then finally in Solomon’s Temple on the 
Temple Mount in Jerusalem. The Jewish Talmud records it as being 60 feet long, 30 feet wide 
and the thickness of a man’s outstretched palm. It was massive - impenetrable! Apparently it 
took 300 priests to arrange it because it was so heavy. Blue and purple and scarlet, it was, by 
all accounts, stunningly beautiful with cherubim skilfully woven into it. But its purpose was 
solemn. It was there to separate the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies (the inner sanctum), to 
keep a flawed human race out of the immediate presence of a holy God. ‘You can come this far 
and no further’, the cherubim would have said, could they speak. They were symbolic guardi-
ans of perfection and holiness. So there they were: a constant reminder to the worshippers that 
they didn’t meet the criteria. Only the High Priest passed beyond this point and that was just 
once a year on the Day of Atonement. 

Interestingly, at the same time as Jesus died on a Roman cross, some extraordinary events took 
place in Jerusalem: an earthquake, a three hour eclipse and that temple curtain torn right down 
the middle from top to bottom. Extraordinary. Impossible. The Holy of Holies was now ex-
posed to all - the flesh, torn through the nails as the cross jolted upright into position; the cher-
ubim, torn away from their sombre vigil. It happened to be the Day of Atonement. 

The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews says this: “We are completely free to enter the Most 
Holy Place without fear because of the blood of Jesus’ death. We can enter through a new and 
living way that Jesus opened for us. It leads through the curtain . . .” 

He dealt with it! That curtain. If Christ can break down that wall, what wall can He not break 

down? 
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Summer Is Here At Last!  
 

 
August is a bountiful month, of ripened fruit and vegetables 
and gardens awash with colour. Yes, we’ve finally reached 
the dizzying crescendo of summer! Every year, like a magi-
cal garden version of ‘paint by numbers’, borders start to 
emerge from their slumber. By summer, the garden is fully 
awake and breathtakingly beautiful. 
 

However, my favourite season 
is always late spring, when the 
lilac nodosums are twinkling 
under my pear tree, the roses 
are bursting to take centre 
stage and the delphiniums, 
astrantias, salvias and geums 
are at their best. It’s at this very 

moment, I want to say, “Stop right there, thank you very 
much” with a nod to the Spice Girls! 
 

You might think that’s an odd thought; especially as sum-
mer is on it’s way, with a promise of a lot more sunshine, 
beauty and colour to come. And, I would totally agree with 
you. But, along with the passing weeks, my garden will 
soon take over control and subtly change the vision I had for it back in spring. The 
weeds take hold, emerging stealthily but surely from under the cover of lush foliage 
and the aphids and ants turn up from seemingly nowhere and swamp my roses and 
perennials. Don’t get me started on the slugs and snails, chomping away in my patio 
containers, destroying the bedding that I’ve so carefully nurtured in my cold frame for 
weeks! 

 

I now start the customary annual ‘tug of war’ between 
the garden and myself. There are small victories on  
either side, but ultimately I have to give in. I know by 
mid July my garden has won and is doing exactly what 
it likes. It’s a bit more jungle-like now, the neatness and 
perfect edges of my borders have blurred. My carefully 
trained clematis, honeysuckle and everlasting sweet 
peas have grown higher than their fences and up into 
my trees. I have a brief moment of annoyance but then 
as I walk around my garden I start to smile, knowing 
that this is exactly what it should be doing. Nature has 
won, and with it, my garden is fully alive and buzzing 
with pollinators. I’ve done my job after all, my white flag 
is out but waving proudly! 
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So, summer can bring with it some problems too. It’s a bit of a seesaw between the 
good and the bad. With the lush growth come pests and diseases and new weeds. 
With the increased sunshine we get yellowing grass and in some years we can ex-
perience drought conditions. Climate change is certainly making many of us think 
more about how we manage our gardens in future years. Luckily, many of the every-
day issues we face are just troublesome or superficial, and can be resolved with a 
little patience. Or, we simply accept them as a natural part of our gardening year. 
 
There’s no need to reach for the chemicals these days, as we now know they do 
more harm than good. If we welcome beneficial predators into our gardens, they will 
control many of the pests for us. Wildlife in our gardens need to be protected too, 
and we owe it to them to come up with ‘organic’ ways of problem solving. 
 
Most problems in the garden can be resolved if spotted 
early enough. Better still, we can choose to buy more  
disease resistant plant varieties and think more about 
planting in conditions where they are best suited. With 
good soil and enough air and space around plants to  
ensure they grow properly, you have the best chance of 
avoiding problems in the future. Barriers such as plant 
collars, strips and netting can often deter hungry  
customers. Plant strawberries in hanging baskets and/or 
cover with netting as the fruit appears. Companion plant-
ing can help too, such as growing marigolds and basil 
alongside tomatoes. Most problems with growing  
tomatoes stem from erratic or insufficient watering or 
feeding. 
 

Slugs and snails are probably high on most people’s lists 
of unwanted pests in the garden. They devour tender new growth, usually under the 
cover of darkness! It’s not all bad news though, as some feed on unwanted dead 
plant material. They’re also a valuable food source for birds, amphibians, hedgehogs 
and slow worms.  Traditional slug pellets do more harm than good, as discussed in 
our previous article on hedgehogs; so we just need to outsmart them. Barrier  
methods such as copper tape, wool pellets, horticultural grit, orange peel, sawdust  

or sand may help to put them off the scent. If all else fails, 
we can always resort to going out at night, with head  
torches and gloves and hand-pick them off! 
 
Weeds are easily removed from our garden borders, but 
make sure you get out all of their roots. Bindweed will liter-
ally smother your plants if you don’t. The more plants in 
your borders, the less room the weeds have to grow!  
Another good reason to plant more or rewild parts of your 
gardens. Perhaps, as Monty says, we just need to let go a 
bit and not strive for perfection. That’s a valuable lesson 
for both our gardens and our lives! 
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If you spot aphids such as greenfly and blackfly in your garden, dislodge them with 
your fingers or try squirting them with a water spray if the plant is hardy enough to 
take it. You can also add natural vegetable based soaps or eco friendly detergents to 
these sprays. Mildew and black spot are common rose diseases, they stunt growth 
and cause leaf discolouration and eventually lead to leaf drop. Again, try planting 
strong disease resistant varieties, preferably with thick leathery leaves. Keep a look 
out for, cut off or pick up and destroy any damaged leaves. In autumn, make sure 
the bases of affected plants are kept clear and free 
of any disease to stop reoccurrence. 
 
Keep cutting late summer flowers like repeat roses 

and dahlias to keep them blooming.  You might 

need to continue tying in and staking plants as they 

put on a last growth spurt. Over the next month or 

so you could try collecting some seeds from your  

favourite plants, storing them ready for next year’s 

show. Keep on top of the watering, feeding (when 

needed), deadheading and tidy up as often as pos-

sible, but also don’t stress too much! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
It’s always important to keep a balance in life. We 
all need to relax a bit more and make time to enjoy 
our gardens whilst they’re in full bloom. After all, 
we’ve spent enough time planning and getting 
them to this point! Those gardening chores can 
wait a bit this summer. In the more challenging 
months ahead, we might need to remind ourselves 
of the calmness, beauty and the joy we get from 
just sitting in our gardens too. So, here’s to  
summer 2021 in all it’s glory and to knowing when 
to let nature take over and teach us all a lesson or 
two. 
 

 
 

 
Happy summer gardening! 
 
 

Go Botanical 
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MINT GARDENS LTD 
 

Garden & landscape services 
 

All aspects of garden maintenance 
undertaken, including 
 

 grass and hedge cutting 
 garden clearance 

 planting & pruning 
 City & Guilds qualified 

 

 
  Phone: 07890 625049 
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FILM NIGHT 

 
There will be no film night in August but we 
hope to resume normal monthly films from 

September 
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F O L S 
FRIENDS OF LYNDHURST SURGERY  

 

SUMMER 2021 
 

Due to the Covid 19 pandemic we AT FOLS have been unable to hold meetings in the usual way, for how much 
longer this will apply is at this time still unknown thus funds are rapidly running low and this is proving to be a 
worrying time for us all!  
 

We are acutely aware that without the help of local residents we would struggle particularly at this time to pro-
vide the equipment requested by the surgery, these items not provided by the NHS thus the need for FOLS to 
continually support with funds   
 

This equipment equates to many items plus spares and servicing over the period of a year but in turn helps to 
make life for all patients so much easier i.e. to be attended locally thus negating a trip to out patients at one of 
our surrounding hospitals 
 

We were recently short of one or two committee members due to due to ill health, house moves etc. but I am 
pleased to tell you that this situation has recently been rectified and we are at present looking at an almost full 
committee 
 

If you should own or manage any type of retail establishment and find you could accommodate a FOLS collection 
box please contact me through Lyndhurst Surgery and I would be pleased to organize this, every single collection 
box helps us with funds, which in turn go towards future goals. Or perhaps you would like to help by taking 
charge of and organizing our collecting boxes around the local area, if so please contact me via. Lyndhurst  
Surgery. 
 

If at any time you wish to learn more about FOLS then please do not hesitate to get in touch through reception 
at Lyndhurst Surgery. 
 

Many Thanks 

David (D K Wilson) 

Chair FOLS 
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Including Minstead,  
Emery Down, Bank and Brook 

  
Due to Covid-19 Lyndhurst  

Neighbourcare is no longer able to 
operate because we have no active 

drivers under the age of 70. 
 

If you are under 70 and would  
consider driving for us, please call 

0845 0945 818 and leave your 
name and telephone number and 

we will call you back. 
 

Thank you. 
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NATURE IN AUGUST 

 
 
Whilst August is traditionally one of our hottest months of the calendar year, it is also one of 

the quietest in nature’s calendar.  The reasoning for this is two-fold.  Firstly, our native birds 

would have all finished their nesting and brood raising activities and most will now have 

scruffy, dirty feathers and plumage, which then genetically triggers their annual moult.  This 

then makes them more susceptible to predation.  As their normal flight is seriously affected 

they lose their superb manoeuvrability and ability to fly away fast should they be pursued.  

But without this moult it is highly likely that they would not survive the harsher conditions of 

the coming winter, with their ‘old tatty coat’ on!  So, our native birds generally do not sing 

during this major moult, as to do so would then draw unwanted attention.  Secondly, and 

because of the heat generated by the stronger sun, many birds and animals will avoid the 

extreme heat of the day and seek out some shade and much cooler places where they can 

rest up.  They will then tend to find food and feed up during either the cooler early hours of 

the morning or later in the evenings before nightfall occurs. 

 

Here in the New Forest, although you may not see many birds this month, there will be lots 

of other wildlife to wonder at, and this will even include some of the domesticated livestock 

animals that are allowed to roam free throughout and that are owned by local people living 

inside the New Forest boundaries and are known as ‘Commoners’. 

New Forest Ponies 
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These include horses and ponies, plus donkeys, cattle, sheep, and pigs.  The pigs are  

usually turned out in the autumn as part of the pannage operation to gobble up the many 

acorns that fall, to reduce the risk of twisted gut and many other associated digestive prob-

lems that can often occur with livestock.  Interestingly, more and more Commoners are now 

turning their pigs out earlier each year and during last month, it was noticeable that there 

were many more pigs roaming the New Forest freely, and for everyone to marvel at. 

 

If you do want to see more birds this month, it would be best to head for the coastal regions 

of our county.  As here, along the coastline, at places like the Beaulieu River, Lymington, 

Lepe and Keyhaven, you will find many different species of waders, ducks, geese, and 

swans.  Depending upon how hot the weather gets will generally determine what is on show 

and what you can expect to see.  One such bird (not originally a native of the UK), is the 

egret and there are two varieties that frequent our coastline here in the south.  These are the 

little egret and the great white egret.  Both are quite striking and handsome birds and can be 

seen feeding along the coastal river edges, fishing in the same manner as our common grey 

heron. 

Little Egret 

As you can see from the photograph above, the little egret has the most striking-coloured 

feet, often described as either golden or yellow.  Yellow, seems to fit the description better 

and these brightly coloured feet do make them quite easy to identify.  The great white egret is 

much larger in size and stature (about the same overall size as our grey heron), lacking the 

coloured feet with more conventional black feet, which are the same colour as its black legs. 
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So, if you decide to visit and enjoy any of our coastal rivers, estuaries, or the coastline itself, 

during August, then please check on the tidal times beforehand, as you do not want to be 

stranded at high-tide!  Gulls and terns also make up our coastal birdlife and can be very fas-

cinating to watch.  Although, the gull family has a bad reputation for scavenging; usually 

stealing people’s fish and chips or sandwiches at our most popular seaside towns and  

venues.  However, we ought to remember that this is how the gull family have evolved.  

Gulls are not diving birds and they do not have the long slender bills of terns, herons, or 

egrets.  They are true scavengers and will amble along the coastline looking for anything 

edible that they can fit inside their mouths and swallow.  This makes them the dustmen of 

our coastlines, gobbling up any dead fish or other edible rubbish lying around on the shore-

line; often tidying up in large flocks, making all sorts of noise to include their regular loud 

calls and squabbling type noises, as they fight each other for the best pickings.   
 

The smallest gull we have in the UK is the little gull, very similar looking to a black-headed 

gull but with a more defined black hood on their head and lacking the bright red bill.  The 

largest UK gull is the great black-backed gull, and this is easily recognisable by its sheer 

size and black back, as per the photograph below. 

Great Black-Backed Gull 

Whilst there are no meetings planned for August, the Group intends to relaunch itself, sub-

ject to the latest Government advice, in September.  For more details about this relaunch, 

please see the Group’s website www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest   For any further nature-

related information within the New Forest or for details about joining our local RSPB  

Members Group, then please email: - NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk 

 

Keith Partridge, RSPB New Forest Group Leader 

(Photographs are courtesy of the writer) 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest
mailto:NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk
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At the time of writing, the government has announced that restrictions will relax on July 19th, and 

England has just beaten Denmark in the semi-final. By the time you read this, we will know how 

relaxed we all were on July 20th, and whether football came home. Seeing into the future is gener-

ally best left to the pundits - political or sporting - but we can say with absolute certainty that we will 

continue to keep our patients and visitors to the clinic as safe as we possibly can with doorstep 

screening, providing certified T2(R) surgical masks free of charge to all, and using gloves and 

aprons. 

Business as usual, then, is looking after people of all ages, with head-to-toe problems, to help 

them to keep doing what is important to them. We do this by getting to understand them and then 

putting together a bespoke plan incorporating treatment, exercise and advice. We do this in a way 

that is respectful of the person's needs and wishes and is open to scrutiny by other healthcare pro-

fessionals and is COVID secure. 

 

To book your appointment visit 

www.lyndhurstchiro.co.uk or call 023 8028 4666 
 

Please note that reception is not covered all the time, but we regularly pick up messages and 

emails and will call you straight back.  Thank you for your continuing support and we hope you  

enjoy the summer, wherever you choose to spend it. 

Matthew Garfath, DC, LRCC, MChiro, BSc  

https://lyndhurstchiro.cliniko.com/bookings#service
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RELIABLE MAN WITH VAN 

 

 
Available for light removals,  

deliveries of bulky items, parcels, packages etc.  

Includes evenings and weekends. 
 

Please call Gary 
 

Mob. 07812 671876 
or 023 8066 3170 

  

 

Sofikas 
  

  

  
  
  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

65a High Street 
Lyndhurst 
SO43 7BE 

023 8028 2571 
  

sofikas@btconnect.com 
Or find me on facebook or 

Online at www.sofikas.co.uk 

Womenswear, Menswear, Shoes  
& Accessories 

 

BIG SUMMER SALE NOW ON! 
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Dormobile Ltd move into Pat’s Garage 
 
We would like to introduce ourselves to everyone in Lyndhurst.  
Dormobile Limited is one of the oldest names in the campervan industry. Some of you may  
remember the classic candy-striped canopies of VW split screen campers and Bedford CA  
motor caravans from the 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All of us at Dormobile Ltd could not be happier to make our new home right here in Lyndhurst. 
We understand the importance of Pat’s Garage to the community and are delighted to be able 
to maintain this old building, ensuring it is a key landmark for many years to come. As you drive 
past Pat’s now, it is unrecognisable from the rather depressing plot which was hidden behind 
Heras fencing when we moved in. 
 

In recent months we have been busy laying fresh tarmac, recladding the old filling station cano-
py, replacing signage in keeping with the village, giving the 1950’s workshop a welcome facelift 
and filling the forecourt with high-end and classic campervans.  
 
All in all, we are extremely happy with how things are progressing. 
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We have received a really positive response from everyone in Lyndhurst which is really heart-
warming, not to mention important for us. 

 
The forecourt will showcase many of our new conversions from the European type-approved 
‘Dormobile Renaissance’, built on the extra long wheelbase Peugeot Boxer, to pop top VW’s, 
Ford Transit custom campers and Land Rover Defenders. Of the bespoke conversions carried 
out on site, the Land Rover Defenders are the most eye catching. Behind the sliding front 
doors, 110 hard top Defenders are transformed into overland, off-grid, go-anywhere camper-
vans. 
 
We have employed locally and assembled a workforce of auto electricians, mechanics, fabri-
cators and cabinet makers. So whether you need your vehicle servicing, campervan electrical 
works and installations, or a full conversion, please do get in touch. We’d be happy to help. 
 
www.dormobile.co.uk 
023 8254 4050 
 

http://www.dormobile.co.uk
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Lyndhurst and District 
 

 

 

www.u3asites.org.uk/lyndhurst 
 

AN INVITATION TO  

OUR NEXT MEETING 

WEDNESDAY 8th September 2021 

2.30pm 

 

.Lyndhurst and District u3a are delighted that we are now able to meet 
in person after many months of restrictions.  We are looking forward to  
welcoming back existing members, new members and visitors. Please  

join us on 8
th
 September when our speaker will be Nina Begg from  

Medical Detection Dogs. She will talk about their work and research to  
improve early diagnosis of cancer and other diseases.  

 
 

************* 
We do not meet in August.  

 

 ********** 
 

These are the existing interest groups that meet regularly: 

.  

GOLF :  BRIDGE  :  CREATIVE WRITING  :   SPANISH  :  MAH JONG  : 

GENEALOGY : BOARD GAMES : CONVERSATIONAL FRENCH :  

DAYS OUT : BOOK CLUB : BAKE CLUB : LUNCH CLUB :  

GARDENING : LEISURE CYCLING 

We encourage the forming of new groups 

********** 

Please contact our Membership Secretary, Betty Tennant, regarding joining.  Phone number 
07717 767997 

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/lyndhurst
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 A Stitch in Time EST. 1989 

 
  Meadowsweet, 
  Chapel Lane 
  Lyndhurst 
  SO43 7FF 
 

  Email: sali@forestac.co.uk 
  Tel. 023 8028 3969 

 

 
  Curtains, blinds, upholstery, loose covers, 
  soft furnishings, alterations and repairs. 

                                                                
                                 Reg no: 303615                                                              Reg no: 10042 

 

Jeremy Gailor Plumbing and Heating 
 

Your local experienced plumbing and heating engineer. 
All aspects of plumbing undertaken: 

 

Gas 
Oil 

LPG 
Bathrooms 

Unvented cylinders 
 

Boiler services, repairs & upgrades 
 

Chartered Institute of Plumbing and Heating Engineers  
registered plumber 

 
 

   Tel: 023 8029 2550    Mob: 07855916078 
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Call to help shape Your Future New Forest  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Forest organisations are asking for people’s views on key priorities during the next 
five years for the New Forest National Park. 

Working together, New Forest partners have drawn up a draft Partnership Plan to 
2026, to secure the future of the New Forest and champion the recovery of the  
climate, nature and ourselves. 
 
The lead organisations are New Forest National Park Authority; Hampshire County 
Council; Forestry England; New Forest District Council; the Verderers of the New 
Forest; Test Valley Borough Council; Wiltshire Council; Natural England and the  
Environment Agency. More than 50 other organisations are also involved in taking 
action for the Forest. 
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New Forest National Park Authority Chair Gavin Parker said: ‘This special New 
Forest landscape faces significant challenges from the climate and nature emergen-
cies; changes to land management and farming subsidies; pressures from new  
development around our boundaries; recovering from the Covid-19 pandemic and 
managing recreational impacts. 
 
‘It is vital that organisations, businesses, residents and visitors come together to pool 
our resources and energy so there is a real step-change in our approach, increasing 
opportunities to deliver a greener future for all. We need to hear from as many  
people as possible – particularly the younger generation – about how we can make a 
better future for our landscape and ourselves.’ 
 
The focus of the draft plan is on achieving outcomes in five key areas, which were 
created with the help of a ‘snapshot survey’ earlier this year where over 2,700 people 
gave their views about the pandemic, nature, sustainable living, health and well- 
being: 
 
• Nature recovery – creating a network of restored and expanded habitats enabling 
  wildlife to thrive. 
• Net zero with nature – delivering nature-based climate solutions through local 
     partnerships. 
• Thriving Forest – sustaining a living, working landscape with commoning at its  
   heart. 
• An inclusive National Park – pride in the New Forest and connection with nature  
   or all. 
• Team New Forest – communities, organisations and businesses working together 
  and all contributing – being greater than the sum of our parts. 
 
The draft plan builds on initiatives already under way ranging from restoring wet-
lands; to developing a ‘Natural Health Service’ where people are prescribed nature-
based therapies; to creating more green skills and jobs; and new opportunities for 
mass volunteering. 
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Councillor Edward Heron, New Forest District Council Leader, said: ‘This plan 
shows the commitment in the area to working together on shared aims. Our priorities 
at NFDC are focussed on the economic prosperity of the district very much alongside 
our drive to care for the environment and the Forest’s unique heritage. Getting the bal-
ance right is so important for the area and I am happy that we are continuing to work 
together in a coherent way which will ultimately ensure the area continues to thrive in 
a sustainable way.’ 

Michael Pittock, Head of Planning and Environment for Forestry England, added: 
‘Forestry England shares the view of other Forest partners that it’s time for all of us 
who use the New Forest to play a positive and active role in prioritising current and  
future challenges. We continue to work together with other Forest organisations to 
plan and agree key priorities. The views gathered from a wider network of people in 
this consultation will help us to make the right choices for the future benefit of the  
Forest.’ 
 
Councillor Nick Adams-King, Test Valley Borough Council Planning Policy  
Portfolio Holder, said: ‘The New Forest is an extraordinary place and it’s crucial that 
we ensure it is protected and managed in the right way. Test Valley Borough Council is 
fortunate enough to have a small section within our boundary and we’re determined to 
work together with the other partners to make sure this beautiful part of the country is 
maintained for future generations.’ 
 
Read the draft Partnership Plan and take part in the online survey 
at www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/yourfuturenewforest. 

The consultation ends at midnight on 3 September. 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.vuelio.uk.com%2Fz.z%3Fl%3DaHR0cDovL3d3dy5uZXdmb3Jlc3RucGEuZ292LnVrL3lvdXJmdXR1cmVuZXdmb3Jlc3Q%253d%26r%3D13353931399%26d%3D14101860%26p%3D1%26t%3Dh%26h%3Dbcc391e6e1b5fa56b6b6ac2d7d39c79c&d
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Fire In The Forest 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunshine on the parched dry earth 
Day after day after day 
One bottle carelessly  
Thrown into bracken 
Magnifies heat right away 
 
Dry bracken smoulders  
It smoulders and smokes  
Getting crisper and drier than dry 
As the hot sun shines on relentlessly 
Out of a blue summer blue sky 
 
Tinder-dry all around  
Heat spreads on the ground 
Fanned by the breezes above 
Until one tiny spark ignites one tiny flame 
And fire sweeps the forest we love 
 
It billows and spreads  
Like the demons we dread 
In nightmares so far from love 
Wildlife cry beneath darkening skies 
Destroyed in the forest they love 
 
In the forest so green once so full of life 
Where songbirds flitted around 
Stand knarled blackened trees 
With burnt twisted branches 
And embers just scattered around 
 
Where gorse and tall trees  
Were once fanned the breeze 
The forest lies open and bare 
The bracken is gone along with birdsong 
But the bottle is still lying there 
 
 

 

There’s no sunshine or frost  
For forest friends lost  
No flowers no honey or bees 
One bottle was carelessly thrown into 
bracken 
And fire destroyed all of these 
 
But Mother Nature she cares 
Full of love she is there 
Spring finds new shoots in the ash 
Bright green on the black new growth 
growing back 
Recreating the forest we love 
 
Sunshine on the parched dry earth 
Day after day after day 
One bottle carelessly  
Thrown into bracken 
Magnifies heat right away! 
 
David K Wilson 
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Airport Transfer ~ Cruise / Ferry Terminal ~ Train Station 
Heathrow ~ Gatwick ~ Southampton ~ Bournemouth ~ Luton ~ 

Stansted 
Restaurant ~ Hotel ~ Hospital ~ Long Distance ~ Business Travel  

Business accounts available. 
 

We take pride in offering a local Friendly, Efficient and Reliable taxi  
service to the Lyndhurst,  New Forest and surrounding areas.  

 

 Our Vehicles can carry up to 6 Passengers and we are fully insured and  
licenced by New Forest District Council. 

 

Call us for a quote or to book on   02380 814876 ~ 07587 003091 
 

www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk  
www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire 

 

~ Now accepting debit and credit cards ~ 

http://www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire
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     WE ARE RECRUITING 
 
 
 

 
The Benefice of Lyndhurst, and Emery Down and Minstead have a vacancy for an   
Operations Officer to run the Church Office, supporting our three Parish Churches of  
St Michael and All Angels, Lyndhurst, and Christ Church, Emery Down, and  All Saints’, 
Minstead 
 
Applicants should have: 
 
excellent administrative skills  
experience of running a small but busy office 
proficiency in Microsoft Office and office management software 
excellent communication skills. 
 
This is an exciting time to join the ‘New Forest Parishes’ Team as we commit to 
‘Keeping Faith Alive and Hope Strong’ in communities emerging from the most difficult 
18 months.  Come and join the team which understands that  ‘building church’ as  
central to ‘building Community. 
 
10 hours per week / 3 mornings-         Salary £10.50 per hour 
 
An additional 10 hours per week (max) may be possible if the candidate has proven 
communication skills including managing a website, use of social media, running  
community projects and developing valued relationships with community groups and 
national organisations. Email Benefice@newforestparishes.com for your Application 
Pack .Visit www.newforestparishes.com to learn more about the Benefice 
 

Applications Close on 30th  July 2021 
 

Interviews will be held in Lyndhurst  on Friday 6th  August.  

mailto:Benefice@newforestparishes.com
http://www.newforestparishes.com
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Lyndhurst Community Centre is run by the Lyndhurst and District Community Association, an 
independent charitable association.  Charity number 301883 
 

NB Lyndhurst & District Community Association or Lyndhurst Community Centre in no way endorse or sponsor the  
advertisers or advertisements in the ‘What’s On’ magazine.  

DIRECTORY     useful numbers and other contact details 

Lyndhurst Community Centre    023 8028 2267 
                admin@lyndhurstcomm.org 
                www.lyndhurstcomm.org 
 
 

Lyndhurst Parish Council      clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 
           The council’s website has many useful   
           links to other local organisations.      
           www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 
 

 

Lyndhurst Surgery        023 8028 2689 
                www.lyndhurstsurgery.org.uk 
 

Lyndhurst Welfare Charity     02380 283895 
                lyndhurstwelfare@outlook.com 
 

Lyndhurst Food Bank       07485 489275 
 

Midforest Vets          023 8028 2358 (inc. out of hours) 
                www.midforestvets.co.uk 
 
 

Neighbourcare          0845 0945 818 
 
 

Disability Information Service    01425 628750 (helpline) 
 
 

Citizens Advice Bureau       0844 411 1306 
                www.citizensadvice.org.uk 
 

Churches 
Baptist Church           023 8028 4426 
Our Lady & St Edward (R.C.)     023 8028 2011 
St Michael & All Angels (CofE)    023 8028 3175 
 

Schools 
New Forest Small School      023 8028 4415 
St Michael & All Angels (Infants)   023 8028 2244 
Lyndhurst Pre-School        023 8028 2986 
 
   

New Forest Heritage Centre     023 8028 3444 (office)  
                023 8028 6153 (reference library) 
                www.newforestcentre.org.uk 
 
 

New Forest National Park Authority 01590  646600 
                www.newforestnpa.gov.uk 
 

New Forest District Council     023 8028 5000 
                www.newforest.gov.uk 
Events listings 
Both the District Council and National Park websites have listings of events taking 
place in the local area.   
Other sites include:          www.newforestexplorersguide.co.uk 
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