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COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS  
 

 

It is good to see and feel some spring sunshine after what seemed like a long winter.   
Hopefully you have been able to get out and take part in a socially distanced “bench coffee” 
for a much needed catch up with a missed loved one.   
 
As reported in last month’s What’s On, several leaks were discovered in various parts of the 
centre roof and the repairs have now been carried out.  This obviously added a fair amount 
to the overall cost of the library conversion and maintenance being carried out, but it was 
something that could not be ignored.  The library conversion has had a few issues and frus-
trations, which include regularly finding the project skip has been piled up with people’s 
remnants of household DIY jobs, garden waste and recently even an old fridge.  All this adds 
to the time and cost of our project and quickly brings down the morale of all those involved.  
On a positive note, all three new rooms in the old library space are looking great and we look 
forward to the parish council moving into their office shortly.  Huge thanks must go out to 
trustee Mike Weston, his right-hand assistant Alana, and volunteers Dave, Tony and Graham 
who joined in the renovations, working in line with Covid secure regulations.  Their  
determination, hard work and sheer energy knows no bounds and the Association is most  
grateful.   
 
We were unable to hold an AGM last year but are progressing with one this year on 13th May 
at 11am.  This will be held via Zoom and details will be sent out to members shortly.   
 
Next month we are also hoping to return to a printed edition of What’s On, government 
guidelines permitting. We also hope to be announcing a re-opening date for the Centre in 
our next edition. Exciting times! 
 

Have a very Happy Easter! 
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EVER THOUGHT ABOUT OUTDOOR BOWLS? 

 

Lyndhurst Bowling Club has a 2021 “OPEN DAY” in May  
and offers you a FREE taster of a “ROLL for a ROLL UP”!  (A try out at  

bowling, with drinks and a roll, all for FREE). This is Open to ALL age groups,  
Ladies, Gentlemen and Couples.  Please come along, NO experience  

necessary, any time between 10am and 4pm SATURDAY, 29th MAY, 2021 
(Spring Bank Holiday Weekend).   

 
There is a promise of a warm welcome with SPECIAL joining rates on offer!   

Check out our Website:  lyndhurstbowlingclub.org including our  
“Welcome Video” for more details and information. 
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 CLERK’S CORNER – APRIL 2021 
 
 
We have had another Councillor resignation.  This time it is Mark Rollé, one of our very  
experienced Councillors who has been with us for over 20 years.  In fact he, along with Anne 
Butcher and Jim Wilding, interviewed me for the position of Clerk/RFO in 2003.  I always  
enjoyed working with Mark, particularly during the 10 years he was Chairman.  Although  
originally from the Waterside area, Mark came to love our village, took it to his heart and  
always did his very best for its residents.  He will be missed so much although I hope he  
will not be a stranger and there is always the chance that as he is still relatively young he  
will come back for another stint as a Councillor in the years to come.  I hope we will be able to 
mark all his achievements with LPC once we are more able to get together again.  Thanks must 
also go to Jo, his wife, for introducing him to Lyndhurst and to his lovely family.  Being a Parish  
Councillor and Chairman takes up a lot of time and they have also always been very  
supportive. 
 

The Parish Council have now decided to hold their main meetings once every two months and 
this will free up our Finance Officer and myself to take some of our projects forward and take 
every opportunity to save the Parish Council and our residents as much money as possible.  
This month we are seeking quotations from CCTV companies for our three sites – Recreation 
Ground, new office and Cemetery.  We also need to get some tree survey quotations for the 
Recreation Ground and Cemetery so there will be more information coming through on these 
items in the future. 
 
We held an Extraordinary Parish Council meeting at the beginning of March to discuss and 
make a recommendation for the latest Planning Application for the former Lyndhurst Park  
Hotel.  Our recommendation to the NFNPA was to recommend to them that permission be 
granted but to leave the decision to their Officers/Committee.  In this case as it is such an  
important application it will undoubtedly go to the Planning Committee for the final decision 
to be made. 
 
As part of the annual programme of works being undertaken by Operation Resilience they will 
shortly be undertaking surface dressing maintenance treatments to extend the life of the high-
way network at various locations within our division.  This treatment seals the pre-surface 
dressing patching works, preserves the existing surface and will follow the existing profile of 
the road. To quote HCC the process is fast, efficient, sustainable and extremely effective in  
prolonging the life of the carriageway, by preventing water ingress and improving grip.   
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Roads affecting our Parish are as follows: 
 

• SD-NF21060 - Gritnam Road, Lyndhurst – 15th April 2021 

• SD-NF21055 - Pikes Hill Avenue, Lyndhurst – 16th & 22nd April 2021 

• SD-NF21056 - Foldsgate Close, Lyndhurst – 16th & 22nd April 2021 

• SD-NF21057 - Broughton Road, Lyndhurst – 19th April 2021 

• SD-NF21058 - Westwood Road, Lyndhurst – 19th April 2021 
 

Access for residents and businesses will be maintained when possible and safe to do so, 
pedestrian access to properties will not be affected, and emergency vehicles will have access 
at all times.  Information signs advising road users of the works will be erected before the 
start of works. A letter will be sent to local residents and businesses and an email will be sent 
to the local Parish Offices to advise them all accordingly. 
 
During her report at our March meeting District Councillor Hilary Brand spoke about the road 
safety plans she had obtained through HCC which have featured in the local Press.  The cost 
to put these plans into action would be £30k, although they could be broken down into 
sections of £3k, £4k and £23k.  The Parish Council were asked if they would be able to finance 
part of the project.  It was felt that more information would be required, including 
consultation with residents, and the LPC budget would need to be assessed at the end of the 
financial year before any further consideration could be given to this matter. 
 
Another matter dealt with at our March meeting concerned the disappearance of our Speed 
Indicator Device.  This is affectionately known as SID and, with the assistance of Minstead 
resident Dave Donawa, is moved around the village literally from “pillar to post” to try to help 
slow down the traffic speeding around the village.  Due to COVID restrictions it had been left 
in place on the Romsey Road, near the Police Station and when Dave came to move SID he 
was shocked to find the pole it was attached to and the SID itself had been removed.  The 
pole had been removed by HCC because it was no longer needed but their contractor does 
not recollect SID being on the pole at the time.  We are waiting to hear from HCC regarding 
our claim for a new SID but, in the meantime, a new one will be purchased as it has proved 
evident that it does help to slow motorists down. 
 
Our April Planning Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 27 April at 7.15 pm via 
Zoom. 
 
 
 
Margaret Weston, Clerk to Lyndhurst Parish Council (telephone: 023 8028 4928 or 023 8081 
3218/email: clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk).  Visit our website at www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk  
 

mailto:clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
http://www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
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MINT GARDENS LTD 
 

Garden & landscape services 
 

All aspects of garden maintenance 
undertaken, including 
 

 grass and hedge cutting 
 garden clearance 

 planting & pruning 
 City & Guilds qualified 

 

 
  Phone: 07890 625049 
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ROLAND FARMERS 
FULLY QUALIFIED DECORATOR 

(City & Guilds & Advanced Crafts) 
 

Your local craftsman with over 30 years experience.  

Specialising in interior decorating & painted furniture. 

All types and sizes of work considered. 

Fully insured. Competitive rates. 

 

For a no obligation quotation contact Roland on: 
Tel. 023 8081 4196   Mobile. 07791 503699 

Woodside Cottage, Minstead, Lyndhurst SO43 7GB   
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18 March 2021  
 

ACTION PLAN PUT IN PLACE TO ENCOURAGE CARE FOR THE NEW FOREST 
 

New Forest organisations are calling on people to ‘care for the Forest, care for 
each other’ in a joint action plan to manage the increasing visitor numbers ex-
pected this year. The group aims to ensure the New Forest can play a positive and 
active role in helping people recover from lockdown in the great outdoors while  
also caring for this special place.  
 
The plan has been developed jointly by Forestry England, the New Forest National 
Park Authority, New Forest District Council, and tourism body Go New Forest with 
support from The Verderers, Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service, and Hampshire 
Constabulary.  
 
Last year was exceptional in many ways and saw greater numbers of people spend-
ing time in the countryside. Unfortunately, some did not respect these landscapes, 
and the New Forest, like many other places around the country, experienced anti-
social behaviour. Forest organisations, emergency services and communities 
worked to address these issues.  
 
Teams were pooled to increase the impact of patrols, over 50 local retailers agreed 
to ban disposable BBQs, and over 400 New Forest Ambassadors were recruited with 
parish councils to help support the Forest. Joint patrols and putting hundreds of 
warning stickers on vehicles were used to discourage verge parking and gateway 
blocking, and joint communications about caring for the Forest reached over six 
million people.  
 
With large numbers of people expected again this year as lockdown measures are 
gradually eased, the plan focuses on sharing resources in a concerted effort to sup-
port visitors to the area and encourage care for the Forest amongst all those 
spending time here. 
 
 
 

Press release 
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Key aspects of the action plan are:  
 
Increased patrols & focus on visitor hotspots  
Greater numbers of staff across all organisations will be available for patrol duties 
with joint patrols focused on key locations and visitor hotspots. This highly visible 
and coordinated approach will make the best use of finite resources by focusing on 
the distribution of visitors at these key pressure points.  

 
When the easing of restrictions allows, 
these staff will also be boosted by Forestry 
England’s team of Volunteer Rangers. New 
Forest Ambassadors, led by the National 
Park Authority and parish councils, will also 
be helping with litter picking, reporting  
irresponsible parking and creating a greater 
awareness of the New Forest Code. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organisations will closely monitor levels and types of lit-
tering and, similar to last year, collections will be in-
creased to help manage this. At coastal sites free litter 
bags will be made available making it easier for people to 
do the right thing and take their litter home. 
 
Visitor communication  
A joint visitor campaign is being rolled out with the area’s 
official tourism body, Go New Forest and its membership 
of tourism providers. This will provide key information for 
visitors to be aware of both before and during their visit, 
and how they can help care for the Forest. 
www.thenewforest.co.uk 
 
Core to the campaign will be The New Forest Code – a clear set of actions and guid-
ance on how to care for the Forest. These include parking only in official car parks, 
keeping a distance from Forest animals, and no wildfires or wild camping. 
www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/news/new-forest-code/ 
 

 
 
The 10 Camping in the Forest 
sites are planning to open this 
year, in line with government 
guidance and timetables. These 
locations together with other 
key visitor campsites and  
accommodation providers will 
also be targeted with this infor-
mation and patrols.  
 
 
 

http://www.thenewforest.co.uk
http://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/news/new-forest-code/
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Increased and more prominent signage 
The campaign will include prominent signage and targeted communications to all 
those spending time in the Forest. These will be highly visible in Forestry England 
car parks, key visitor hotspots, and the main gateways to the New Forest.  
 

Fire Safety – BBQ & fire ban   
Last year saw a significant rise in the  
irresponsible use of BBQs, presenting a  
major risk of wildfire with potentially  
devastating effects. In just one weekend 
rangers working with the fire service extin-
guished over 60 unsafe BBQs.  
 
To reduce this risk the New Forest Crown 
Lands have now been declared a complete 
no BBQ and fire zone. These are no longer 
permitted in car parks or any areas of the 
Forest managed by Forestry England. All 
BBQ facilities at Forestry England sites have 
been removed and prominent no BBQ signs 
are being installed at Forestry England car 
parks and information points. 

 
The ban will be widely communicated and joint patrols with the fire service  
carried out across the Forest at periods of peak fire risk.  
 
The New Forest National Park Authority’s campaign to encourage retailers to ban 
the sale of disposable BBQs is ongoing with the aim of recruiting additional out-
lets this year.  
 

Supporting the working Forest  
Greater support will be provided to the commoning community so that the  
working Forest can continue to operate with as little disruption as possible.  
This will include providing additional patrol resources around key events such as 
drifts, and targeted information to discourage feeding and petting livestock, and 
promote animal safety.  
 
Working together 
A task force of organisations will meet weekly to review the joint action plan and 
the response to any issues. 
 
Local communities and businesses are being encouraged to get involved with the 
campaign by publicising the New Forest Code, becoming New Forest Ambassadors 
and reporting problems and issues. More information can be found on all these 
aspects at  www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/nfambassadors. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Forestry England – southern.enquiries@forestryengland.uk 
New Forest National Park Authority – enquiries@newforestnpa.gov.uk 
New Forest District Council – customer.services@nfdc.gov.uk 
Go New Forest - anthony@gonewforest.com  
 
 

mailto:southern.enquiries@forestryengland.uk
mailto:enquiries@newforestnpa.gov.uk
mailto:customer.services@nfdc.gov.uk
mailto:anthony@gonewforest.com


15 

 

 

 

 
VACANCY FOR A PARISH COUNCILLOR  

 
Do you live within the Parish boundaries of Lyndhurst, Emery Down, 

Bank, Allum Green and Gritnam?  

Do you have a strong interest in your local community?  

Would you like to shape the area in which you live for the future?  

Do you feel you have skills that you could bring to the Council to help 

to enhance the shape of the community in the future?  Have you got 

sufficient free time and enthusiasm to be able to  devote some of this 

to making our parish a better place to live? Would you like to work 

with a team of 12 Councillors and two Officers?  

If the answer is “Yes” you might like to consider applying to fill the  

vacancy for a Parish Councillor by completing an application form  

which can be found on our website at www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk.  

If you require more information please contact the Clerk at 

clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk or telephone 023 8028 4928 or 023 8081 

3218.  

Applications will close on Friday 16 April 2021 

Please note this is a voluntary position 



16 

 



17 

 



18 

 

  

  
  
 
 
 

Including Minstead,  
Emery Down, Bank and Brook 

  
Due to Covid-19 Lyndhurst  

Neighbourcare is no longer able to 
operate because we have no active 

drivers under the age of 70. 
 

If you are under 70 and would  
consider driving for us, please call 

0845 0945 818 and leave your 
name and telephone number and 

we will call you back. 
 

Thank you. 
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• All aspects of interior and exterior work undertaken 

• Private and commercial properties 

• Fully qualified and insured 
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The children are back at school, the evenings are getting lighter, the grass is 
growing and plans are forming. 
 
We have dealt with improvised-desk backpain in workers-from-home, over-
training injuries in furloughed athletes and tension-related neck pain in home-
schooling parents.  We are just starting to see DIY, gardening and landscaping 
injuries, and we are braced for the surge in runners and cyclists that comes 
with the longer evenings. 
 
We are still operating in a COVID-secure manner, and it has been incredibly 
gratifying that we have seen so many patients for whom a visit to the  
chiropractor has been their only outing. 
 
If you would like help or an opinion on any aspect of your wellbeing, give us a 
ring or book an appointment on-line, confident that we are not dropping our 
guard or taking any risks with your health. 
 

Visit www.lyndhurstchiro.co.uk 
or call 023 8028 4666 to book an appointment. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Matthew Garfath, DC, LRCC, MChiro, BSc  

https://lyndhurstchiro.cliniko.com/bookings#service
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RELIABLE MAN WITH VAN 

 

 
Available for light removals,  

deliveries of bulky items, parcels, packages etc. 

Includes evenings and weekends. 
Please call Gary 

Mob. 07812 671876 
or 023 8066 3170 

  

Sofikas 
  

  

  
  
  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

65a High Street 
Lyndhurst 
SO43 7BE 

023 8028 2571 
  

sofikas@btconnect.com 
Or find me on facebook 

Womenswear, Menswear, Shoes  
& Accessories 

Spring is here! 

Shop online at sofikas.co.uk for all new Spring 

season collections…,! 

Enter LAUNCH20 at checkout for 20% off !! 
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NATURE IN APRIL 

April not only sees many native bird species start their breeding season, but we may also 
hear fledglings calling from nests where egg laying, incubation and hatching have already 
taken place.  In our parks and gardens, these early nesters will include blackbirds, thrushes, 
robins, and wrens.  The young of all four species, look quite identical, fluffy balls of brown 
with speckled chests and light pale legs.  Very often and if the conditions are right, their par-
ents will start on a second clutch of eggs, providing their young have fledged properly and the 
male bird will generally continue to feed the fledglings up to a point, and also feed the female 
bird sitting on their latest eggs.  During April, we can expect many other birds to have started 
the whole reproduction cycle and suitable sites will be sought out, nests built, and eggs laid.  
These birds will include the sparrows, starlings, and finches.  The titmice tend to coordinate 
their nest building, egg laying and hatching, to coincide with the arrival of hatching caterpillars 
amongst the broad-leaved trees, up and down the country. 
 

 

Scientists do not really understand how the titmice do this and it has remained one of the 
many mysteries of the natural world.  Scientists and ornithologists wonder exactly how 
these small and fragile birds manage this, especially when there is an unusual weather pat-
tern.  For example, if the warmer weather is delayed or arrives much earlier than usual.   
Also, how do the egg-laying butterflies/moths, anticipate what climate conditions will better 
suit their offspring and future generations.  All this makes nature so incredibly special.  At 
this time of the year, the young stages of amphibians will be highly active, and not just tad-
poles, but also small froglets and toadlets.  Young newts will also be plentiful in the right 
places and many of these will be predated upon, before reaching adulthood, by many differ-
ent types of water birds and other animals.   Which does explain, why frogs and toads, and 
newts to a slightly lesser extent, produce so much spawn and tadpoles each year, knowing 
that only a small percentage of their offspring will reach adulthood and breed.   
 

Sadly, over the years, even with the reduction in the use of pesticides, numbers of  
amphibians continue to decline.  Loss of suitable habitat and safe places to breed/spawn, 
seems to be the main cause. 

Adult robin showing signs of having fed others 
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During April, many mammals have thoughts on reproduction with territorial displays and mat-
ing behaviour changing dramatically, as the daylight hours begin to grow longer, and temper-
atures warm up.  You may be fortunate to see some of this behaviour, or the tell-tale signs 
that bedding material is being collected or gathered to make some form of den or dray.  
Hedgehogs and bats will also be coming out of hibernation this month and as the evenings 
remain slightly brighter, you may get to see some of these fascinating animals as they go 
about rebuilding their depleting fat reserves that saw them through the winter months.  The 
UK has only one type of hedgehog, with their young being known as ‘hoglets’.  The UK has 
eight bat species and within Hampshire and the New Forest, the greater horseshoe bat and 
also the serotine bat need help most, according to the ‘Hampshire Bat Group’.  Shrews, 
voles, and mice will also be more active this month and their increased activity for food and 
mating, then sees their main predators such as stoats, weasels, foxes, and badgers also ac-
tively seeking them out.  This is also true of tawny owls, barn owls and kestrels, all of which 
have smaller mammals on their menu.  Smaller rodents are also run over by road traffic and 
a few are eaten by domestic cats.  Although on farms cats are usually present to help keep 
the numbers of smaller mammals down and more manageable for the farmers, in terms of 
not damaging crop supplies. 

 
So, if you can get out and about this month, depending upon lockdown and the Government’s 
road map, we hope that you manage to see some of what nature has to offer.  Whether it is 
our wonderful wildlife or our most beautiful plants and trees, budding.  It is there to be en-
joyed and it can lift our spirits enormously. 
 

Should you require further information on the local RSPB members’ group and their Zoom 
talk this month, then please email your full contact details to NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk  
Regular updates and other interesting nature-related articles are also available for your  
perusal and these can be found on the Group’s website, at   
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest 
 

Keith Partridge, RSPB New Forest Group Leader 

(Robin photo courtesy of the writer and barn owl courtesy of Simon Hurwitz) 

Barn owl with small prey and feeding on the wing 

mailto:NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk
http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest
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FOLS 
FRIENDS of LYNDHURST SURGERY 

Registered Charity No. 1014905 

 
 
Just a few brief words from myself as Chair of FOLS to keep you up to speed with the activities, or perhaps 
I should I say non-activities, regarding FOLS over the past 12 months. 
Due to Covid 19 and the restrictions imposed FOLS has been unable to meet in the usual way, and for how 
much longer this will apply is still unsure. 
 
FOLS annual servicing/replacement of medical equipment for Lyndhurst Surgery is a major initiative for us 
and regretfully the ongoing schedule of activities to support this cannot at present happen, thus funds are 
rapidly running very low, this of course is a worrying matter for us all. 
 
This equipment and spares supplied equates to many items over the period of a year, thus helping make 
life easier for patients attending our surgery locally instead of a trip to one of the out patients’ depart-
ments. 
On a brighter note may I say a huge thank you for the kindness shown by many locals whose donations  
we have received over this difficult period, they have been greatly appreciated and put to good use,   
benefitting us all as patients of Lyndhurst Surgery.  
 
FOLS Christmas Concert last year was of course unable to take place and we may or may not be able to 
hold such an event in 2021. We shall keep everyone informed as time goes by. 
  
We are, at the time of writing, short of one or two committee members.  Should you feel you might be  
interested in joining the FOLS committee, please indicate by contacting me via Lyndhurst surgery and  
leaving for my attention your name and number etc. (details below).  I will then arrange a time and place 
for a distanced chat, of course phoning you in the first instance.   Or if you would like to help us as a volun-
teer yet not a committee member, then you might consider helping through our collection box scheme i.e. 
collecting and replacing these boxes (when the shops etc. re -open once again!) if so please contact me, 
(details below). 
 
If you wish to know more about FOLS please get in touch with me, via Lyndhurst Surgery. 
 
Lastly on behalf of FOLS, plus all at Lyndhurst Surgery, may I wish you a Happy and Peaceful Easter. 
 
Do Stay Safe 
 
David 
David K Wilson, Chair, FOLS 
 
 

FOLS 
“Always searching for new ways to help 

Lyndhurst Surgery to help you” 
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The Lyndhurst Village Decorations Committee A.G.M. to be held virtually via zoom 
Wednesday 14th April 2021 @ 7-00pm.  Please would anyone wishing to speak register  
using e-mail lyndhurstvillagedecorations@gmail.com If anyone has a question please pose 
it when you register.  All those who register will be sent a link to be able to join the 
meeting nearer the time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lyndhurstvillagedecorations@gmail.com
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Thinking Outside The Box  

A key part of any planting plan we create at Go Botanical is ensuring that there is  
always structural interest in every garden all year round. We look for dense ever-
green shrubs that maintain a good shape. A ‘ball’ shape suits any style of garden, 
disappearing amongst frothy planting in the summer but standing proud in winter 
when everything else disappears.  
 
For centuries Buxus or Box has had it’s place in 

gardens as topiary structures, balls or defined 

hedges but over the last few years Box Blight 

and the Box Tree Caterpillar has become a  

concern. We rarely see many cases in the New  

Forest but when it strikes it can be devastating 

and more of our clients are preferring not to use 

them in their gardens. Although you can attempt 

to treat affected shrubs using fungicides and 

pesticides, this can harm wildlife in the garden. 

 

 
Thankfully there are some great alternatives and we use them all the time!  Here are 
a few of our favourites: 
 

Ilex Crenata (sometimes known as Japanese Holly) 
and has small, slightly glossy green leaves. It bears 
small, white flowers in summer, sometimes followed 
by black fruits in autumn. It is shade tolerant and can 
be clipped into shapes or grown as a low hedge.  
It looks especially good when ‘cloud’ pruned in a  
Japanese garden!  
 

 

Taxus or Yew is popular in traditional gardens. A 

British native, it withstands hard clipping and can be 

grown as topiary or a low hedge. Grow in moist but 

well-drained soil in sun or shade. 
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Teucrium or Germander were traditionally used to edge knot gardens and make a 
good low hedge to line a border or parterre. It's drought-resistant and so great in hot 
dry gardens. It has small dark green crinkly edged leaves and short spires of small 
pink flowers in early summer.  
 
 

Osmanthus x delavayi and Osmanthus x  
burkwoodii are compact evergreen shrubs with 
glossy, dark green serrated leaves. In spring, the 
bees love masses of scented, white, jasmine like 
flowers.  
 

 

Hebe Pinguifolia ‘Sutherlandii’ or Hebe ‘Green 

Globe’ have a naturally rounded shape, so lend 

themselves well to forming rounded mounds that 

don’t need much clipping.  

 

 
 
 
Sarcococca confusa are great for dry shady places, but tolerant of some sun too. It 
is slow growing which means no endless pruning but it is surprisingly clippable! It 
has the most glorious scented blooms in winter.  
 

So when planning your borders this year, make a little space for a structural ball….. 
or 3 or 5! Remember to plan your plants in odd numbers and place the structural 
plants strategically around the garden to either lead your eye around the space or 
down the garden to a place beyond.  

 
 

 

Spring is once again tempting us back into 

our gardens, so why not try something a bit 

different this year. Out with the old box and in 

with the new! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go Botanical 
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Lyndhurst and District 
 

 

 

www.u3asites.org.uk/lyndhurst 
 

AN INVITATION TO  

OUR NEXT MEETING 

WEDNESDAY 14th April 2021 

2.30 pm 

 

Our speaker will be one of our own members, Angela Trend, who will tell  
us about Florence Nightingale, “The Lady With the Lamp,” British nurse,  

social reformer and statistician and best known as the founder of  

modern nursing. The talk will reveal some local connections. 

********** 

 

On 12th May we will be welcoming Suzanne Kempe who will tell us about  
the New Forest Ponies. Suzanne is a practicing commoner and breeds 

 New Forest ponies.  
 

********** 
Usually, our monthly meetings are held at Lyndhurst Community Centre but during  

these difficult times we are meeting on Zoom. New members are welcome to join us,  
and we look forward to meeting you on Zoom and then in person when the lifting of  

restrictions allow, hopefully very soon. 

*********** 
These are the interest groups and many are also meeting on Zoom and are looking  

forward to meeting in person once restrictions have been lifted. Again, new members  
are most welcome.  

 
GOLF :  BRIDGE  :  CREATIVE WRITING  :   SPANISH  :  MAH JONG  : 

GENEALOGY : BOARD GAMES : CONVERSATIONAL FRENCH :  

DAYS OUT :BOOK CLUB : BAKE CLUB : LUNCH CLUB :  

GARDENING : LEISURE CYCLING 

We encourage the forming of new groups 

********** 
 

Please contact our Membership Secretary, Betty Tennant, regarding joining. Phone number 
07717 767997 

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/lyndhurst
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 A Stitch in Time EST. 1989 

 
  Meadowsweet, 
  Chapel Lane 
  Lyndhurst 
  SO43 7FF 
 

  Email: sali@forestac.co.uk 
  Tel. 023 8028 3969 

 

 
  Curtains, blinds, upholstery, loose covers, 
  soft furnishings, alterations and repairs. 

                                                                
                                 Reg no: 303615                                                              Reg no: 10042 

 

Jeremy Gailor Plumbing and Heating 
 

Your local experienced plumbing and heating engineer. 
All aspects of plumbing undertaken: 

 

Gas 
Oil 

LPG 
Bathrooms 

Unvented cylinders 
 

Boiler services, repairs & upgrades 
 

Chartered Institute of Plumbing and Heating Engineers  
registered plumber 

 
 

   Tel: 023 8029 2550    Mob: 07855916078 
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Easter Then and Now 
 
As It Was 
 
Jesus rode in on a donkey 
To fulfil the promises made 
People stopped by just to see him  
For little while there he would stay 
 
A supper took place on Thursday 
Where he spoke of being betrayed 
Those at the table denied this 
A mistake they were sure he had made 
 
He asked that his favourite disciples 
Would stay awake whilst he prayed 
He prayed to his Father again and 
again 
But they just fell asleep where they lay 
 
Judas led guards towards Jesus 
With a kiss his Lord he betrayed 
Jesus knew and was ready 
As they took him away on that day 

 
They tried him accusing him falsely 
And they read out the sentence to die 
He was marched, jeered and nailed to a 
cross  
And left on that hillside on high 
 
His body was then wrapped in linen 
And placed in a tomb cool and dark  
A mighty boulder was rolled ‘cross the  
doorway 
A scene so surreal and so stark 
 
But Sunday the doorway was open 
As he’d promised his disciples he’d 
gone 
Jesus had risen to be at his God’s side 
In heaven where he belonged 
 
Today he is still right beside us 
His spirit will always live on 
In things we find so hard to relate to 
His still are the words of the song! 

As It Is 
 
Friday just two days to go 
Then it’s chocolate eggs all through the day 
Little ones that are filled up with cream 
And for my bigger ones mummy will pay 
 
It’s Saturday morning I’m really upset 
The money I had is all gone 
I’ve spent it all on nice chocolate eggs 
Couldn’t wait until Sunday, too long 
 
It’s Sunday now and Easter egg day 
Yummy scrummy eggs have all come my way 
I ate one at breakfast and then ate four more 
Then one more tonight as I closed tight my  
door 
 
I was sick and unwell all night long 
Mummy told me I’m greedy 
She said I should save up one or two eggs 
To give them to the poor and the needy 
 
But I’d waited for Easter for so long 
And I miss those nice chocolate eggs  
But I’m dreading tomorrow and what lies  
ahead 
Easter’s gone it’s the dentist instead 
 
Mummy said next year we’d go to the church 
But I worry aloud and I say 
Please Mummy Easter is about lots of eggs 
So I hope we won’t go Easter day! 
 
 
 
 
David K Wilson 
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THE MEADOWS, LYNDHURST  

We turn up when we say we will! 
 

BATHROOMS 
DESIGN, SUPPLY + FITTING 

 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

ELECTRIC SHOWERS, TAPS, PUMPS  
 

TILING & LAMINATE FLOORING 
 

PAINTING 
 

KITCHENS 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!!! 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
“I RUN A LOCAL FAMILY COMPANY OFFERING  

EXCELLENT SERVICE  
& REALISTIC PRICES TO MEET YOUR BUDGET” 

Call Mike today 
 

07990 857239  02380 284405  
mwkinna@hotmail.com 
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Remembering VE Day 
 

Last year preparations were being made to commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE 
(Victory in Europe) Day, May 7, 1945. Events were planned to commemorate those who had 
died and all whose lives had been affected by WWII. Covid, like the war, halted or changed 
almost everything.   
 

What was it like to live in Lyndhurst during the war? The war affected the lives of everyone 
at home or abroad. The names of those who lost their lives are remembered in annual ser-
vices and on our war memorials at The Bench and the lychgate at Christ Church, Emery 
Down. 
 

Richard Galton, then a teenager, told of an uneasy quiet, ‘the phoney war,’ at first. Sandbags 
were piled up, to act as a blast shield against enemy bombs, round the New Forest Rural  
District Council offices then in Newnham Croft and Gordon House in Empress Road. There 
was excitement on the odd occasion when an enemy bomber with black cross markings flew 
over and the sound of machine gun fire was heard but this turned to fear after Dunkirk and 
the Battle of Britain began in Summer 1940.  
 

Local Defence Volunteers (LDV) were called to join the ARP (Air Raid Precautions),  
Observer Corps, Police, Women’s Land Army, Civil Nursing Reserves, and VAD (Voluntary Aid 
Detachment) for a variety of tasks ranging from decontamination squads, air raid wardens, 
stand-by engineers, nurses and First Aiders, ambulance drivers, telephonists and cooks. 
 

Windows had to be blacked out, coal fires raked out, car headlights dimmed to a narrow 
beam, road signs and street lights were removed. White lines on road edges helped guide 
drivers attempting to progress safely, avoiding animals in the then unfenced forest roads. 
 

Gas masks were issued too, and air raid shelters built. Evacuees came from Southampton 
and Portsmouth for safety and attended local schools. Hotels and big houses, including  
Cuffnells, Deerhurst, Wilverley and Northerwood, were requisitioned for military purposes 
and hospitals. The Hampshire Fire Service headquarters were at Park Hill, now Lime Wood  
Hotel. Food, clothing and petrol were all rationed. Lawns were dug up and more allotments 
created to help with the ‘Digging for Victory’ campaign. 

Southampton and Portsmouth were main targets for the German bombers. Families from 
Southampton would bus out to the safety of the Forest. Older locals can remember watch-
ing the searchlights over Southampton and the sky lit up with blazing buildings. 
 

There was a real fear of German invasion. There was a searchlight by the Foxhound Kennels 
in Mill Lane and secret plans were drawn up to defend the Forest in the event of invasion. 
Totton, Beaulieu, Ringwood and other towns including Lyndhurst, strategically placed at 
crossroads in the centre of the Forest, were designated as ‘Anti-Tank Islands.’ Road-blocks 
were placed on Southampton, Cadnam and Brockenhurst (2) Roads, the High Street and at 
Emery Down, to be manned on ‘Action Stations’ if the enemy invaded.  
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 Bunkers were built, trenches dug, and explosives were ready. Lyndhurst Home Guard  
Platoon, led by Major Crofton, met at The Crown Stables. Crofton had 112 men but only 105 
rifles! Orders said troops were to fight to the ‘last man and the last round. There will be no 
withdrawal.’ These orders were Top Secret and should have been destroyed after the war, but 
Crofton did not obey orders. His son discovered the plans when Crofton died in the 1950s. 
Fortunately the secret orders were never needed. 
 

There are many stories of wartime life in the Forest, preparations for D-Day with troops and 
equipment hidden under trees, evacuees, bombing, air raid watch at The Bench, Stoney Cross 
airfield, military parades and relaxing with live music, dancing, and the odd drink at The 
Workmens or local pubs. Many true stories were collected for a VE Day exhibition which, like 
so many events in 2020, could not take place.  
 

Gritnam was known as the Treacle Mines pre-war as the unmade road was so sticky. The road 
was tarmacked for the Forestry Commission by Italian POWs from their camp at Setley. The 
camp was used to house local families after the war. Discarded tents, jeeps and army equip-
ment left when the troops set out to Normandy were a favourite children’s playground. Some 
left overs were collected up and sold on the black market.  

Acres Down was an artillery range. Children collected discarded live ammunition and took it 
home. The ends of some bullets were removed and the cordite inside was made into a trail 
which was then lit. The children watched with glee as the trail sparked noisily.  

Children were not forgotten by the soldiers  
perhaps thinking of their own. Canadians  
treated Lyndhurst children to a jeep ride (above) 
up to their base at Northerwood House and a 
Christmas party.  The children were given gifts 
made by the soldiers.   
 

Fred Purse remembered climbing up the Fire 
Watch Tower at Emery Down (right) to take his 
father’s lunch when he was on duty. Watch was 
kept for fires that could damage trees and also 
reveal to enemy planes that troops were  

[HRO] 
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assembled there and warn of an allied assault not on Calais as expected but Normandy.  
There are many stories to be told. 
 

Lyndhurst escaped most of the bombing. On August 14, 1940 German bombers were in  
action over Southampton and the Forest. A Stuka dive bomber, hotly pursued by a Spitfire, 
dropped seven bombs along the High Street.  Dick Galton was on duty in the Fire Station 
(now The Greenwood Tree Cafe) when the planes approached. Everyone ran for cover quickly 
except Dick. He heard an almighty banging then passed out for a time. He awoke to silence, 
dust and debris and a ‘dirty big hole’ at his feet. Fortunately, none of the bombs exploded or 
the High Street would have gone.  Some said the bombs had been sabotaged by Polish  
workers and others the bomber had been too low for them to detonate.    

 
Children remembered the troops leaving for France. Empty tents and equipment were left. 
Candies were thrown to the children.  Betty Mills was passed a cap full of English money  
collected from ‘Yanks’ waiting in lorries before D-Day.  She took the money to school and 
showed her teacher who took it away ‘for safe keeping.’  It was never returned.  
What should not be forgotten is that many men and women’s family lives changed com- 
pletely. So many families lost loved ones or they returned sick and wounded. We must  
remember all those who contributed so much for us during the Second World War.     
     

LEST WE FORGET 
The Government encouraged National Savings to help finance the war.  Lyndhurst raised 
£65,000 (about £2.6 million today) in a ‘Salute the Soldier’ week. The money was returned 
after the war for local projects. The villagers decided Lyndhurst needed a Village Hall, a  
centre for the community to meet. It took 18 years to build but our well used LYNDHURST 
COMMUNITY CENTRE was the result. 
  

 

Angela Trend 
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Resurrection Power 
 

 

 

“I am the living one. I died, but look – I am alive forever and ever!”(Revelation 1 v 18) 
 
 

He was her world. He had released her from a living hell. Literally. Given her joy and pure 
love she never conceived possible. She was among the few courageous women who stayed 
to watch so he would see her and feel her love for him in his darkest hour, up there, seeming-
ly powerless, on that cross. Mary, who came from Magdala. 
 

Mary had been there when they rolled the giant circular rock into place. A heavy, solid mass 
that crushed her heart and her hopes. Did she wait to see it sealed, with guards posted, by 
order of the chief priests and Pharisees? Perhaps not, since she intended to return after the 
Sabbath with her friends and lovingly prepare her Jesus for proper burial  .  .  .  
 

Now, as night cracked into dawn she was already returning to the tomb with them. As the 
women neared, it suddenly occurred to them that they couldn’t possibly roll the stone away 
on their own. They needn’t have worried. There had been an earth tremor and the tomb had 
burst wide open. The ‘stone’ hurled away – and at a distance*.  
 

Had Mary stopped long enough to enter the tomb and hear what the men in brilliant white 
told the other women she would have been spared her distress. Instead, since she  
presumably heard nothing about a resurrection, she ran to tell John and Peter that the body 
had been secretly stolen by the authorities. She then followed them back to the tomb in a 
state of high agitation. 
 

John didn’t need to stay long at the tomb for he understood the message of the collapsed 

and folded grave clothes –  collapsed like the chrysalis a liberated butterfly discards; the head 

cloths folded according to Jewish custom: they folded table napkins thus when leaving the 

table temporarily to indicate they would be returning to it .  .  .   
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Something wonderful was happening. 
 
But Mary, deeply distressed, found herself outside the empty tomb.  Lost.  Alone.  Powerless. Be-
ing robbed of the living Christ, she needed his dead body. Why are you crying? asked the men in 
brilliant white. Why are you crying? asked another voice.  
 

 “God released him (Jesus) from the horrors of death and raised him back to life, for death 
could not keep him in its grip.”  (Acts ch2 v24) 

 
Then she heard him say her name. “Mary!” and she was never lost, alone or powerless again.   

And so He calls each of us by name, the living Lord Jesus Christ who defeated death so it need 
never hold us in its grip .  .  . if we believe in Him.  

 
“I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from the 

dead.” (Philippians 3v10) 
 

*use of the Greek word ‘kulio’ in Matthew, Mark and Luke indicate the rock was rolled away – 

hurled - up a slope and to a distance.  

****************************************************************************** 
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Airport Transfer ~ Cruise / Ferry Terminal ~ Train Station 
Heathrow ~ Gatwick ~ Southampton ~ Bournemouth ~ Luton ~ 

Stansted 
Restaurant ~ Hotel ~ Hospital ~ Long Distance ~ Business Travel  

Business accounts available. 
 

We take pride in offering a local Friendly, Efficient and Reliable taxi  
service to the Lyndhurst,  New Forest and surrounding areas.  

 

 Our Vehicles can carry up to 6 Passengers and we are fully insured and  
licenced by New Forest District Council. 

 

Call us for a quote or to book on   02380 814876 ~ 07587 003091 
 

www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk  
www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire 

 

~ Now accepting debit and credit cards ~ 

http://www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire


42 

 



43 

 



44 

 



45 

 



46 

 

Lyndhurst Community Centre is run by the Lyndhurst and District Community Association, an 
independent charitable association.  Charity number 301883 
 

NB Lyndhurst & District Community Association or Lyndhurst Community Centre in no way endorse or sponsor the  
advertisers or advertisements in the ‘What’s On’ magazine.  

DIRECTORY     useful numbers and other contact details 

Lyndhurst Community Centre    023 8028 2267 
                admin@lyndhurstcomm.org 
                www.lyndhurstcomm.org 
 
 

Lyndhurst Parish Council      clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 
           The council’s website has many useful   
           links to other local organisations.      
           www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 
 

 

Lyndhurst Surgery        023 8028 2689 
                www.lyndhurstsurgery.org.uk 
 

Lyndhurst Welfare Charity     02380 283895 
                lyndhurstwelfare@outlook.com 
 

Lyndhurst Food Bank       07485 489275 
 

Midforest Vets          023 8028 2358 (inc. out of hours) 
                www.midforestvets.co.uk 
 
 

Neighbourcare          0845 0945 818 
 
 

Disability Information Service    01425 628750 (helpline) 
 
 

Citizens Advice Bureau       0844 411 1306 
                www.citizensadvice.org.uk 
 

Churches 
Baptist Church           023 8028 4426 
Our Lady & St Edward (R.C.)     023 8028 2011 
St Michael & All Angels (CofE)    023 8028 3175 
 

Schools 
New Forest Small School      023 8028 4415 
St Michael & All Angels (Infants)   023 8028 2244 
Lyndhurst Pre-School        023 8028 2986 
 
   

New Forest Centre         023 8028 3444 (office)  
                023 8028 6153 (reference library) 
                www.newforestcentre.org.uk 
 
 

New Forest National Park Authority 01590  646600 
                www.newforestnpa.gov.uk 
 

New Forest District Council     023 8028 5000 
                www.newforest.gov.uk 
Events listings 
Both the District Council and National Park websites have listings of events taking 
place in the local area.   
Other sites include:          www.newforestexplorersguide.co.uk 
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