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Lyndhurst and District Community Association 

Lyndhurst Community Centre 
Main car park, off High Street, 
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Hampshire, SO43 7NY 

Tel. 023 8028 2267 
admin@lyndhurstcomm.org 

www.lyndhurstcomm.org 

COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS  
 

 

It’s felt like a long winter and a long lockdown but hopefully we can now see the end of both 
in sight. The Community Centre has been closed,or under severe restrictions, for  
almost three quarters of the past twelve months, and it’s really hit our income hard.  
However we haven’t been sitting idle, as you have probably seen if you’ve passed by lately. 
Our conversion of the former County Library is progressing well, and we hope that by the 
time you are reading this the Parish Council will be in their new home next to our garden. 
Work is also well advanced on the multi media education and training suite and we are 
starting to shape up the systems for our new Children’s Community Library.  There should be 
a lot of exciting new facilities coming to completion in March. 
 
The end of March is also renewal date for our membership subscriptions, and this year we 
need your support more than ever. Not only have we made a major planned investment in 
the library conversion, we have also had the shock discovery that parts of our roof are in an 
even worse state than we thought.  The recent heavy rain brought puddles of water in all 
sorts of unwelcome places, including the new rooms, so we are going to have to fund raise 
to re-felt part of the roof as well. 
 
In normal times we’ve collected membership subscriptions over the counter at Reception, or 
at the Annual General Meeting. This year we don’t have those options, or at least not for a 
while yet, so we’ll be introducing the ability for you to pay your membership renewal online 
next month.  But of course if you’d rather do it in person, then we would love to see you as 
soon as we are able to open again.  We’ll bring you more news of subscription  
renewals, and a combined 2020 plus 2021 AGM, in next month’s What’s One. 
 
We are looking forward to reopening soon when the Government roadmap and our own 
building works permit.  More news next month.  Meanwhile, keep safe and well and enjoy 
the Spring sunshine and longer evenings. 
 
 
 
 
  

Many thanks to Keith Partridge for his lovely cover photograph. 
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 CLERK’S CORNER – MARCH 2021 
 
 
 
Parish Council meetings continue to be held via Zoom for the time being and the Government 
is recommending that we should use this method until the beginning of May at least. Of 
course we will have to wait and see how quickly restrictions are lifted before any decisions are 
taken.  Face to face meetings will return to the Community Centre when this is possible, 
although it is likely that social distancing measures will be in place for some time. 
 
It has long been the custom not to publish our Minutes on our website until they have been 
ratified at the following Parish Council meeting.  However, the decision was taken at our  
January meeting to publish Minutes approximately one week after the meeting has taken 
place.  Hopefully, this will keep residents informed more quickly of decisions taken by  
Councillors.  Of course, residents are still very welcome to attend our meetings and hear  
about our work first hand. 
 
We continue to make progress with the lease for Wellands Road Football Ground and  
agreement has now been reached between the Parish Council and the Senior and Junior  
Football Clubs to enable us to go forward as a group to ensure the future of the ground and 
improve the facilities.  This will also include a small pocket of land behind the Fire Station and 
will allow us to have a pedestrian footpath from Southampton Road to the Recreation Ground.  
Progress is slow but is out of our hands and rests with the various legal teams, but I am  
confident that this package will lead to a very exciting prospect for the village and will provide 
long overdue facilities.  It will also give us the opportunity to look after and nurture some of 
the more natural areas of the Recreation Ground for everyone’s peaceful enjoyment and may 
also provide an educational resource as well. 
 
For the moment we are still situated at 13 High Street, although work is progressing on the 
new office at the Community Centre now that the Library is no longer situated in that building.  
Walls have been erected and the space at the rear is being formed into a purpose built office 
space.  When the move does take place, and once we are allowed to do so, we will have  
defined times when the office will be open and it will also be possible to arrange appoint- 
ments.  On a personal note I would like to thank our Chairman for negotiating a very fair  
package for the Parish Council which I hope will also benefit the Community Association.  I 
would also like to offer thanks to the Community Association (both Trustees and staff) for the 
very welcoming way they are accommodating us and I look forward to the two organisations 
going forward hand in hand for the benefit of the entire community. 
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We still don’t have a sponsor for the calendar but I shall be going out looking for adverting 
shortly.  A banner advertisement, as in previous years, costs £50 so please let me know if you 
would like to support us and also gain some advertising for yourself or your business.  It is a 
really good way of raising your profile for a whole year.  The closing date for photographs is 
31 April 2021 so please do go out in early Spring and take some Forest views, etc when the 
weather improves.  It is also a good time to have a look through the photographs you have 
already taken at various times of the year and see if there are any that you would like to 
submit.  I have again repeated the main rules so that as many of the photographs as possible 
that are received meet the criteria.  Each year we aim for high quality printing but can only do 
so if the photographs are good quality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March meetings will be held as follows: 
 
Tuesday, 2 March 2021 at 7.15 pm Extraordinary Parish Council meeting held by Zoom to 
discuss and pass a resolution on the Parish Council’s recommendation to NFNPA on the 
latest Lyndhurst Park Hotel planning application. 
Tuesday, 9 March 2021 at 7.15 pm Parish Council meeting held by Zoom. 
Tuesday 23 March 2021 at 7.15 pm Planning Committee meeting held by Zoom. 
 
Margaret Weston, Clerk to Lyndhurst Parish Council (telephone: 023 8028 4928 or 023 8081 
3218/email: clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk).  Visit our website at www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk  
 

 
Entrants can submit up to three photographs either as prints, slides or high  
resolution digital images and a minimum of 2336W x 1080H pixels sent in  
either .jpg or .raw files.  They may be in colour or black and white.  Our calen-
dar layout will be landscape in design and therefore all photographs should be  
capable of display in this format.  If the photographs come from a mobile 
phone or tablet the files need to be set to the highest manufacturer’s camera 
setting before the photograph is taken, once again 2366W x 1080H pixels. 
 
Images may be digitally enhanced to remove spots or scratches, but not  
manipulated. Entrants can enhance the picture to make it brighter, clearer  
etc, but not manipulate the content.  Lyndhurst Parish Council and the judges  
reserve the right to exclude any image they believe may have been excessively 
treated so that it alters its authenticity.  Images copied from outside sources 
cannot be used.  A full list of rules will appear shortly on our website  
www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk. 
 

mailto:clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
http://www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
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MINT GARDENS LTD 
 

Garden & landscape services 
 

All aspects of garden maintenance 
undertaken, including 
 

 grass and hedge cutting 
 garden clearance 

 planting & pruning 
 City & Guilds qualified 

 

 
  Phone: 07890 625049 
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ROLAND FARMERS 
FULLY QUALIFIED DECORATOR 

(City & Guilds & Advanced Crafts) 
 

Your local craftsman with over 30 years experience.  

Specialising in interior decorating & painted furniture. 

All types and sizes of work considered. 

Fully insured. Competitive rates. 

 

For a no obligation quotation contact Roland on: 
Tel. 023 8081 4196   Mobile. 07791 503699 

Woodside Cottage, Minstead, Lyndhurst SO43 7GB   
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People are being encouraged to help the New Forest play a major role in ensuring the  
survival of rare ground nesting birds in the UK.  By taking a few simple measures during the 
breeding season, March to late July, the public can help make a major difference to whether 
these endangered species survive. 

The New Forest National Park is a Special Protection Area for Birds and one of the last places 
in the UK where rare ground nesting birds such as the lapwing, nightjar and curlew come to 
breed. These birds are now at extremely low levels across the country and have sadly disap-
peared completely from many areas due to habitat loss and disturbance by people.  Helping 
them breed successfully in the New Forest has become critical to their long-term survival. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unlike most birds, ground nesting birds take the unusual step of building nests and raising 
their young brood, on the forest floor. They come into the New Forest to breed from March 
until late summer. They are attracted by its mix of bogs, wetlands, and open heathlands with 
many returning to the same nesting spot every year. The area is a key location for many  
species including the Dartford warbler with around a third of the British breeding population 
found here. 

 

People are being asked to join the effort to increase the successful hatching rates of these 
special birds by taking a few, simple measures when out and about in the New Forest during 
the breeding season.   
 
From 1 March, special quiet zones will be established around critical breeding locations and 
a small number of car parks near to these closed. The locations are chosen based on survey 
work from the previous breeding season and ongoing analysis of the prime locations for 
different species of bird. 

 

News release 

Lapwing 
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Limiting activity in these small pockets helps 
reduce the likelihood of birds abandoning 
nests and exposing chicks to predators. This 
was clearly seen in the first lockdown when, 
due to the absence of people, these birds took  
advantage of normally busy areas such as  
those next to car parks to feed. 

 

In the quiet zones, people are asked not to dis-
turb the birds by sticking to the main tracks 
and not to venture onto open, heathland areas 
where birds will be nesting. Those with dogs 
are asked to lend their support by keeping 
dogs with them on tracks and where necessary 
using leads to keep them under close control. 

 

Signs have been placed in key nesting zones to highlight the presence of the birds and provide 
advice on how best to help them. Orange signs indicate areas that are very close to breeding 
grounds and can be seen in locations including car parks and on the main tracks. Red “stop” 
signs highlight nesting sites in the immediate vicinity and ask the public to avoid these areas 
by choosing an alternative route. 

 

The car parks affected include those closed in last year’s campaign - Crockford, Crockford 

Clump, Yewtree Heath, Clayhill and Hinchelsea. Three additional car parks, where birds nested 

in 2020, have been added to this year’s campaign – Shatterford, Hinchelsea Moor and Ocknell 

Pond.   Alternative car parks are located near to all of these areas. 

Curlew chicks hatching—Elli Rivers 

Snipe chick 
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Leanne Sargeant, Senior Ecologist at Forestry England said: “The New Forest is a haven 
for wildlife and one of the UK’s most important locations for birds. Anyone who has heard 
or seen ground nesting birds on the Forest will know how incredibly fortunate we are to be 
visited by them.” She added; “However, these birds are now under real threat with num-
bers declining in the Forest, some of them having already disappeared from other parts of 
the UK. We are asking the public to help us make sure this doesn’t happen in the New  
Forest by making some really simple changes. These small adjustments in our daily  
routines will have a big impact in supporting these birds and our local environment.” 
 
Heather Gould, Chair of New Forest Dog Owners Group, said: “We care deeply about 
ground nesting birds and their success in the New Forest. Everyone who loves the Forest 
can help them during this critical time. In such a beautiful place with so many great places 
to choose to walk, we would advise dog walkers to avoid the protected heathlands during 
the nesting season and stay on the main tracks.” 

Nigel Matthews, Head of Recreation Management and Learning, from the New Forest 
National Park Authority, said: “Between March and July, many special birds make their 
nests on and near the ground – in heathland, woodland and by the coast. Where we walk 
and where we allow our dogs to go therefore makes a big difference to whether these 
birds can rear their young safely or not. By sticking to the main tracks, we give them the 
best chance of not being disturbed.” 

More information about ground-nesting birds in the New Forest can be found 
at www.forestryengland.uk/article/time-nest  and www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/
conservation/protecting-nature/ground-nesting-birds 

For a full list of car park closures visit 
www.forestryengland.uk/article/new-forest-car-park-
closures 

http://www.forestryengland.uk/article/time-nest
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/conservation/protecting-nature/ground-nesting-birds
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/conservation/protecting-nature/ground-nesting-birds
http://www.forestryengland.uk/article/new-forest-car-park-closures
http://www.forestryengland.uk/article/new-forest-car-park-closures
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GROUND NESTING BIRD FACTS 

 
Dartford warbler: This small, dark, long-tailed warbler is resident in the UK. It will perch on 
top of a gorse stem to sing but is often seen as a small flying shape bobbing between bushes. 
Their nest is not on the ground, but close to it in gorse or heather. 
 

Nightjar: Travelling from Africa to breed in the New Forest, they are found in heathland, 
around woodland edges and in recently cleared forest. The New Forest is a stronghold for 
them with around 15% of the UK population. 
 

Woodlark: These secretive and rare birds build their nests in heather and the felled woodland 
areas of the Forest. Woodlarks are best seen and heard singing in February and March early in 
the morning, The New Forest holds a significant 16% or so of the UK population. 
 

Wood warbler: One of the largest warblers in Europe, it has bright yellow upper parts, throat 
and upper chest and white under parts. They are currently on the highest conservation priori-
ty, with species needing urgent action. 
 

Stonechat: Males have striking black heads with white around the side of their neck, orange-
red breasts and a mottled brown back.  Females lack the male's black head but have brown 
backs and an orange tinge to their chests. 
 

Meadow pipit: These small, brown, streaky birds have been declining in the UK since the mid-      
1970s, resulting in this species being included on the amber list of conservation concern. 
 

Skylark: These small birds are streaky brown with a small crest, which can be raised when the 
bird is excited or alarmed, and a white-sided tail. It is renowned for its display flight, vertically 
up in the air. Its recent and dramatic population declines make it a Red List species. 
 

Curlew: These large wading birds with majestic beaks nest in scrapes on the ground. Their 
plumage is beautifully camouflaged to help disguise them from potential predators. The 
chicks can run around just hours after hatching. This species is globally threatened and is 
classed as red, the highest conservation priority. 
 

Redshank: These ‘wardens of the marsh’ call out noisily when they are disturbed or feel 
threatened. The parent birds make a ‘tent’ out of the grass around the nest to help  
camouflage it. The birds are vulnerable to cold winter weather, drainage of habitat and  
disturbance. They are now very rare in the Forest away from the coast with only a few  
breeding records in the last few years. 
 

Snipe: This small wader is found in the Forest’s bogs and mires. When disturbed they fly off 
rapidly in a zig zag pattern. Their high display flights feature ‘drumming’, the noise of outer tail 
feathers vibrating in the air as the bird swoops down. 
 

 Lapwing: Lapwings are often nicknamed “peewits”, after the calls which are given in swoop-
ing display flights. Breeding lapwings have undergone widespread and marked declines in the 
UK over the last few decades, making the New Forest increasingly important for them. This 
species is globally threatened and is classed as red, the highest conservation priority. 
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Including Minstead,  
Emery Down, Bank and Brook 

  
Due to Covid-19 Lyndhurst  

Neighbourcare is no longer able to 
operate because we have no active 

drivers under the age of 70. 
 

If you are under 70 and would  
consider driving for us, please call 

0845 0945 818 and leave your 
name and telephone number and 

we will call you back. 
 

Thank you. 
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• All aspects of interior and exterior work undertaken 

• Private and commercial properties 

• Fully qualified and insured 
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During these uncertain and ever-changing times, we are pleased to confirm 

that, in line with Government regulations, chiropractic services can remain 

open.  Please be assured that if you have an appointment already or would  

like to book one, we are fully operational.   

We will still be following all our new protocols and the health and safety of  

our patients and staff remain our highest priority.  

To book your appointment visit 

 www.lyndhurstchiro.co.uk or call 023 8028 4666  

Please note that reception is not covered all the time but we regularly pick up  

messages and will call you back as soon as possible.   

Thank you to our patients for your continuing support.  We are so pleased that 

we can remain open and help you during these most challenging of times. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Matthew Garfath, DC, LRCC, MChiro, BSc  

https://lyndhurstchiro.cliniko.com/bookings#service
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RELIABLE MAN WITH VAN 

 

 
Available for light removals,  

deliveries of bulky items, parcels, packages etc. 

Includes evenings and weekends. 
Please call Gary 

Mob. 07812 671876 
or 023 8066 3170 

  

Sofikas 
  

  

  
  
  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

65a High Street 
Lyndhurst 
SO43 7BE 

023 8028 2571 
  

sofikas@btconnect.com 
Or find me on facebook 

Womenswear, Menswear, Shoes  
& Accessories 

From 1st March you can shop online at Sofikas  

for all new Spring collections: 

www.sofikas.co.uk 

Free local delivery. 

Click & collect available. 

P&P 
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NATURE IN MARCH 

March sees the start of spring in many people’s eyes, but for some of our native birds, it is 
the start of their breeding season.  Many species will have already looked at suitable sites 
and they will have begun nesting with females already sitting on their eggs.  As indicated 
last month, many of these early nesters will include ravens, tawny owls, blackbirds,  
thrushes, robins, and wrens.  These birds tend to nest early as most are ground feeders and 
hunt for worms and other invertebrates before the ground starts to harden-up with the warmer 
weather of late spring and early summer.  The staple diet of our blackbirds and thrushes, 
tends to be focussed on earthworms and these are more plentiful and nearer to the surface 
during wetter conditions.  The same can be said, although to a lesser degree to the ravens, 
jackdaws, and tawny owls; although we all know that tawny owls and little owls as two of our 
native owls, will also predate on mice, shrews, and voles.  The tawny owl’s call is made up of 
two elements, the more usual “hoo-hoo-oooo” often incorrectly described as “twit twoo” and 
the contact call, usually described as “ke-wick”.  The little owl, on the other hand, makes an 
incredible amount of noise for such a small owl and when heard too often, becomes quite 
grating.  It is best described as a long repetitive and strangely pitched “wow” and the alarm 
call is a series of high-pitched noises that are a cross between the normal contact call and a 
harsh screech. If you do have little owls nesting nearby to where you live, you will certainly 
know it, because of their constant and nightly racket made. 

 

 
Typical poses of a tawny owl (left) and a little owl (right) 
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March also sees the blooming of some of our traditional flowers such as daffodils, tulips, and 
snowdrops, although many snowdrops may have already started to turnover by now.  These 
early blooming plants give us hope that spring has finally arrived and that we can look for-
ward to warmer, drier, and more pleasant days ahead.  Many trees and shrubs will have 
started to bud, and we may even see some fresh green leaves seeking out the increased 
sunshine.  Frogspawn and toadspawn will have already been laid and some of the tadpoles 
hatched and free-swimming in sheltered and warmer pond locations.  Some insects, butter-
flies, moths, other invertebrates, and many amphibians will also be stirring during this month 
and they will be moving out from their hideaways where they had hibernated during the worst 
of our winter months. 
 

During this month, you can expect to hear more birdsong and for more longer prolonged  
periods. Often, this is led by our resident robins, blackbirds, and thrushes.  Perhaps then  
followed by wrens, great tits, and starlings, before the summer visitors arrive at our shores 
and we begin to hear the warbler species, such as the chiffchaff, garden warbler and willow 
warbler.  Some summer migratory birds may also begin to arrive early, and you may be lucky 
enough, dependent upon the weather, to hear a cuckoo call or the superb song of the  
nightingale.  Both birds’ arrival, very much reliant upon the Gulf’s jetstream moving more  
northerly, bringing with it warmer and calmer weather conditions to the more southerly parts 
of the UK.  This is certainly a month where you need to keep your eyes and your ears open 
and alert, to what is going on around us and what may suddenly appear.  Nature and our 
wildlife never cease to amaze and beguile us with what it has to offer, and what it can sud-
denly perform, at a moment’s notice.  Do enjoy it if you can. 
 

Should you require any further information on anything nature-related within Hampshire or 
the New Forest, as well as any details about joining your local RSPB members group, then 
please send an email with your full contact details to NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk   
Regular updates and other interesting nature-related articles are also available for perusal 
and these can be found on the RSPB New Forest Group’s website, at   
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest 
 

Keith Partridge, RSPB New Forest Group Leader 

(Photos courtesy of the writer) 

A cluster of snowdrops 
doing what they do best! 

mailto:NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk
http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest
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Promise of Spring 

 
The air all around us is changing 

Winter is losing her hold 
Buds in the trees begin swelling 

Warm days defy winters cold 
 

The sun in the sky rises higher 
The heavens are a more vibrant blue 

Warm winter clothes are soon cast to one side 
As the promise of spring is renewed 

 
Snowdrops and crocus’ cover the lawn 

Daffodils rise from the ground 
Birds in the gardens start pairing 
Nesting with pieces they’ve found 

Like twigs from shrubs and from hedgerows 
Guarded and brought from afar 

In just a short time the land comes alive 
As the temperature climbs ever higher  

 
Suddenly, its hello again to the sunshine 

And goodbye for a while to the cold  
We heard the first cuckoo calling today 

And we saw our first baby foal 
The trees now are heavy with blossom 

Whilst the bees re-establish their grounds 
The forest around us is returning to life 

Spring long awaited is found! 
 

The sun in the sky rises higher 
The heavens are a more vibrant blue 

In just a short time the land comes alive 
As the promise of spring is renewed 

 
David K Wilson 
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Oakhaven Hospice 
 

Making Every Moment Matter 

 
 

 

 

Oakhaven Hospice has been supporting and caring for people and their 

loved ones for over 28 years across our New Forest, Waterside and Totton 

communities who are approaching end of life. Born of the vision of Phoebe 

and John Coates the Hospice is a very special and unique place that offers 

care, comfort and support at a time of great uncertainty.  

 

Situated under the large oak tree in its gardens from which Oakhaven  

derives its name, the Hospice is a sanctuary offering a holistic approach to 

care as well as traditional practices with its In-Patient Unit, Day Hospice and 

Wellbeing Centre, as well as the team of Clinical Nurse Specialists in the 

community. Compassionate care is at the heart of Oakhaven and support is 

given to over 300 individuals and loved ones at any one time, helping to 

make every moment matter. 

 

Wellbeing services are offered through the Coates Centre, situated in the 

Hospice grounds, its doors are open to anyone who is or has been affected 

by illness, including those caring for others at home, living with loved ones 

at end of life or dealing with bereavement. Each year over 7,000 people are 

supported across our community with advice, counselling, complementary 

therapies, support groups and much more. 

 

Our volunteers are invaluable, selflessly giving their time to help in and 

around the Hospice and without them we simply couldn’t operate.  

Volunteers can be found everywhere; outside gardening, in our shops, being 

a good neighbour, delivering complementary therapies and running support 

groups and classes, to name just a few! This rewarding work is priceless to 

the Hospice and to those who take part. 

 

Oakhaven currently have 9 shops plus an online store and a warehouse, 

each with their own uniqueness offering something for everyone. Retail  

income plays an important role for Oakhaven, with over £1 million raised 

each year. 
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All Hospice services are provided free at a time when people most need 

them. The cost annually of operating Oakhaven is £5 million, with just 14% 

of these costs from statutory sources. The rest of the income has to be 

raised by fundraising, donations, our retail shops, gifts in wills and  

charitable trusts. This last year has been a challenging one for Oakhaven 

but with continued support we will secure the future of your hospice,  

ensuring Oakhaven will be here to make every moment matter for everyone 

who needs end of life care and support. 

 

Visit www.oakhavenhospice.co.uk to find out more, including how you can 

support Oakhaven with a donation, by giving on a regular basis, with a gift 

in your Will or through fundraising.  

http://www.oakhavenhospice.co.uk
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Go Botanical ‘Digging’ Peat Free 

 

In recent years, there has been increasing support for a reduction in the usage of 
peat in the horticultural industry. The National Trust, RHS, RSPB, Friends of the 
Earth and many others have argued for a total ban. In fact, last year the RHS 
achieved its goal of selling only ‘peat free’ products at its Garden Centres. It is also 
limiting the use of peat throughout its gardens. The National Trust, through their  
gardens are also promoting a ‘peat free’ policy. Powerful messages are now  
being sent out, that we need to move away from the environmental damage caused 
by peat extraction, production and usage. 
 

Peat accumulates slowly at a rate of 1-
2mm per year, from sphagnum mosses  
growing in bogs. It basically acts as a  
carbon sink, locking in large amounts of 
carbon. Peat bogs also create natural flood 
defences, soaking up excess rainfall. Peat 
extraction is damaging some of the last  
remaining peatlands in the UK, Ireland and 
overseas in places like Eastern Europe. It 
also releases the carbon it accumulates in-
to the atmosphere, accelerating climate 
change. According to the Wildlife Trust, 
more than 94% of the UK’s lowland peat 

bogs have been destroyed or damaged. Peat bogs are also an invaluable habitat for 
flora and fauna. They support many rare and vulnerable native species. As a result of 
peat extraction, this wildlife has disappeared and 
sadly this habitat isn’t easily replaced. 
 

Peat based growing mediums have been around 
for many years and proved a very successful and 
popular choice. So moving away from this product 
has not been an easy task for suppliers or their 
customers. There are also other factors to con-
sider in sourcing alternatives, including availability 
of products and other cost factors. However, with 
our increasing desire to protect the environment, 
manufacturers have taken up this challenge. More 
reliable alternatives of renewable products have  
started to replace the traditional ‘peat’ composts. 
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One such manufacturer, Melcourt, uses fine bark, coir 
and composted green waste in its ‘SylvaGrow’  
growing media. It’s proving a popular choice with  
gardeners and is endorsed by the RHS. Westland, a 
major supplier of compost, has also reported big  
increases in sales of their ‘peat free’ potting compost. 
Many new gardeners have emerged since last year’s 
pandemic placed restrictions on our daily lives.  
Without the usual preconceived ideas on the benefits 
of peat products, this new generation of gardeners 
has been keen to try a kinder environmental product. 
Even experienced gardeners have now been won 
over by the results achieved using peat free potting  
composts. 
 

 

 

 

Information relating to sustainability within growing media should start appearing on 
products from 2022. The industry is becoming more aware of its actions and more 
accountable to its customers. It’s a pity they can’t get around the need for supplying 
the compost in plastic too. Sadly, we all know there’s lots more to be done on ridding 
the ever growing mountain of plastic in our world. So, maybe when you start to buy 
your compost this year, have a look at the choices available, and if you can, consider 
a peat free option. What better way to start your gardening year and to continue 
looking after the wonderful natural world around us. 
 
Happy growing! 
 

 

 

Go Botanical 
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Lyndhurst and District 
 

 

 

 

www.u3asites.org.uk/lyndhurst 
 

OUR NEXT MEETING  
 

WEDNESDAY 10th March 2021 

2.30 pm 

Our guest speaker will be Paul Stickler Green who will tell us about the mysterious 
Porthole Murder. This is the case of an actress who was murdered as she sailed back 

from Cape Town to Southampton in October 1947. 
 

************* 

On 14th April 2021 we have one of our own members, Angela Trend, who will tell us 
about Florence Nightingale, “The Lady With the Lamp,” British nurse, social reformer 

and statistician and is best known as the founder of modern nursing. The talk will  
reveal some local connections. 

 

********** 
 

These are the interest groups we have been able to offer and we hope will resume 
once restrictions have been lifted  

 
GOLF :  BRIDGE  :  CREATIVE WRITING  :   SPANISH  :  MAH JONG  : 

GENEALOGY : BOARD GAMES : CONVERSATIONAL FRENCH :  
DAYS OUT :BOOK CLUB : BAKE CLUB : LUNCH CLUB : GARDENING :  

LEISURE CYCLING 

 
********** 

Usually, our monthly meetings are held at Lyndhurst Community Centre, but during 
these difficult times we are having virtual meetings on Zoom. We look forward to  
being able to welcome new members, hopefully in the near future. We welcome  

other ideas for interest groups and some interest groups have been keeping in touch 
by meeting on Zoom.  

 
********** 

 

Please contact our Membership Secretary, Betty Tennant, regarding joining. Phone number 
07717 767997 

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/lyndhurst
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 A Stitch in Time EST. 1989 

 
  Meadowsweet, 
  Chapel Lane 
  Lyndhurst 
  SO43 7FF 
 

  Email: sali@forestac.co.uk 
  Tel. 023 8028 3969 

 

 
  Curtains, blinds, upholstery, loose covers, 
  soft furnishings, alterations and repairs. 

                                                                
                                 Reg no: 303615                                                              Reg no: 10042 

 

Jeremy Gailor Plumbing and Heating 
 

Your local experienced plumbing and heating engineer. 
All aspects of plumbing undertaken: 

 

Gas 
Oil 

LPG 
Bathrooms 

Unvented cylinders 
 

Boiler services, repairs & upgrades 
 

Chartered Institute of Plumbing and Heating Engineers  
registered plumber 

 
 

   Tel: 023 8029 2550    Mob: 07855916078 
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RSPB BIG GARDEN BIRDWATCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chaffinches, Sparrows and Greater Spotted Woodpecker—Keith Partridge 

Goldfinch—Ian Burnham 

Have you seen any frogspawn yet?   There’s lots 
around in the Forest.this year and something to 

look for on your lockdown walks! 
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THE MEADOWS, LYNDHURST  

We turn up when we say we will! 
 

BATHROOMS 
DESIGN, SUPPLY + FITTING 

 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

ELECTRIC SHOWERS, TAPS, PUMPS  
 

TILING & LAMINATE FLOORING 
 

PAINTING 
 

KITCHENS 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!!! 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
“I RUN A LOCAL FAMILY COMPANY OFFERING  

EXCELLENT SERVICE  
& REALISTIC PRICES TO MEET YOUR BUDGET” 

Call Mike today 
 

07990 857239  02380 284405  
mwkinna@hotmail.com 
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God is Always Greater 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
When I first looked at the wave I saw how huge it was against a diminutive Mount Fuji in the 
background. I saw the foam and felt the rolling, engulfing movement of the water. I heard the 
roar too, but I didn’t see the boats beneath with their ant-like rowers striving invisibly, hope-
lessly, against the hostile elements. I noticed them later     . . . and then I saw that the wave 
was a huge gaping mouth, poised to devour them and the breakers were claws, braced to tear 
into them.  
 

Katsushika Hokusai was an older man when he created this powerful and chilling scene: ‘The 
Great Wave Off Kanagawa’. It’s not difficult to imagine his frame of mind at the time. As well 
as despairing about the dominating world powers at work to swallow up the identity and au-
tonomy of Japan, he – a widower - also saw his own financial, physical and emotional strug-
gles as a massive wall of water towering above him, threatening to destroy him utterly. He did 
not have the youth or the strength to fight them. 
 

His despair is common to Man. Sooner or later we all experience moments like this. How 
many of us, for example, felt in control of our lives until a pandemic swept it all aside with the 
force and suddenness of a mighty tsunami? How inconceivable has been the devastation to our 
globe, our nation, our family, ourselves  .  .  .  and still the waves will continue to wash over 
us. Will we ever have that control of our lives again? And if so, how very different will it be? 
How we long to be back in control! How foolish this sounds. We must know by now that we 
simply cannot control the forces that impact our lives. Better by far is to hand the whole mess 
over to God. 
 

Psalm 107 deals with this very plight: it considers a range of situations in life that we like to 
feel we can handle on our own. Eventually, when problem slips uncontrollably into crisis, it 
tells how desperation turns a man 180 degrees around. He cries to God because there is no one 
else to whom he may cry. “In their misery they cried out to the Lord and He saved them from 
their troubles”. The psalmist continues: “Let them give thanks to the Lord for His love and for 
the miracles He does for people.” 
 

For whatever waves of bereavement, illness, difficulty or disaster that threaten to engulf us, 
there is a God who is greater. We just need to be prepared to turn around to find Him, waiting. 

               ‘The Great Wave Off Kanagawa’ by Katsushika 
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Airport Transfer ~ Cruise / Ferry Terminal ~ Train Station 
Heathrow ~ Gatwick ~ Southampton ~ Bournemouth ~ Luton ~ 

Stansted 
Restaurant ~ Hotel ~ Hospital ~ Long Distance ~ Business Travel  

Business accounts available. 
 

We take pride in offering a local Friendly, Efficient and Reliable taxi  
service to the Lyndhurst,  New Forest and surrounding areas.  

 

 Our Vehicles can carry up to 6 Passengers and we are fully insured and  
licenced by New Forest District Council. 

 

Call us for a quote or to book on   02380 814876 ~ 07587 003091 
 

www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk  
www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire 

 

~ Now accepting debit and credit cards ~ 

http://www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire
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The New Forest’s fabulous freshwaters 

 
There are many things that make the New Forest such a special place. 
 
But perhaps one of the most surprising jewels in the New Forest’s crown is its fan-
tastic freshwaters.  
 
The mires, bogs, ponds, rivers and streams are among the Forest’s most precious 
qualities and a key reason why the area was designated a National Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are 1,000 ponds and mires in the Forest, which together form 75% of all those 
found in western Europe. These wetlands can store as much or more carbon as 
woodlands. 
 
They’re special because they’re surrounded by heathland, woodland and  
grasslands, which are maintained by commoning - the traditional form of land  
management where grazing livestock is turned out onto the Forest. This clean,  
unpolluted landscape leads to high-quality freshwaters.  
 
In the New Forest, they are home to wildlife and plants which have long since  
disappeared from the rest of England, such as the sundew, bog pimpernel, tadpole 
shrimp and southern damselfly. 
 
 
 

Aerial of Fletchers Water—Big Wave Productions 
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As a result, the New Forest National Park has been identified as one of only a handful 
of ‘Important Areas for Ponds’ in England and is acknowledged as one of the most im-
portant areas for freshwater wildlife in Britain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some New Forest ponds are permanent but the majority are temporary, drying out in 
most summers but coming back in the same place every year when it rains. These 
cycles create the special habitats where rare wetland plants and insects thrive.   
 
 

Sundew 
(NFNPA) 

Bog Pimpernal 
(Nigel Matthews) 

Southern Damselfly 
(James West) 



40 

 

 
Forest organisations are helping to protect these precious habitats. Through the  
Higher Level Stewardship Scheme, for example, 20 miles of streams and mires have 
been restored to their natural courses after being artificially straightened in the  
Victorian times. And volunteers are helping to monitor river wildlife and remove  
invasive plant species.  
 
You can help protect New Forest freshwaters too, by:  
 

• Taking your rubbish home to dispose of responsibly. 

• Keeping dogs under control and away from wetland wildlife and livestock. 

• Enjoying swimming and watersports at permitted locations only. 

• Keeping to the permitted tracks when walking, cycling or riding. 

• Parking in one of the 130 New Forest car parks, and not on verges. 
 
For more information, visit:  
hlsnewforest.org.uk  
freshwaterhabitats.org.uk 
                            Maria Court 

 
 

Pony in bog, Shatterford Bottom 
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Lyndhurst Community Centre is run by the Lyndhurst and District Community Association, an 
independent charitable association.  Charity number 301883 
 

NB Lyndhurst & District Community Association or Lyndhurst Community Centre in no way endorse or sponsor the  
advertisers or advertisements in the ‘What’s On’ magazine.  

DIRECTORY     useful numbers and other contact details 

Lyndhurst Community Centre    023 8028 2267 
                admin@lyndhurstcomm.org 
                www.lyndhurstcomm.org 
 
 

Lyndhurst Parish Council      clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 
           The council’s website has many useful   
           links to other local organisations.      
           www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 
 

 

Lyndhurst Surgery        023 8028 2689 
                www.lyndhurstsurgery.org.uk 
 

Lyndhurst Welfare Charity     02380 283895 
                lyndhurstwelfare@outlook.com 
 

Lyndhurst Food Bank       07485 489275 
 

Midforest Vets          023 8028 2358 (inc. out of hours) 
                www.midforestvets.co.uk 
 
 

Neighbourcare          0845 0945 818 
 
 

Disability Information Service    01425 628750 (helpline) 
 
 

Citizens Advice Bureau       0844 411 1306 
                www.citizensadvice.org.uk 
 

Churches 
Baptist Church           023 8028 4426 
Our Lady & St Edward (R.C.)     023 8028 2011 
St Michael & All Angels (CofE)    023 8028 3175 
 

Schools 
New Forest Small School      023 8028 4415 
St Michael & All Angels (Infants)   023 8028 2244 
Lyndhurst Pre-School        023 8028 2986 
 
   

New Forest Centre         023 8028 3444 (office)  
                023 8028 6153 (reference library) 
                www.newforestcentre.org.uk 
 
 

New Forest National Park Authority 01590  646600 
                www.newforestnpa.gov.uk 
 

New Forest District Council     023 8028 5000 
                www.newforest.gov.uk 
Events listings 
Both the District Council and National Park websites have listings of events taking 
place in the local area.   
Other sites include:          www.newforestexplorersguide.co.uk 
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