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Hampshire, SO43 7NY
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admin@lyndhurstcomm.org
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CENTRE REPORT
Please see centre pages (26 & 27) for a full update on what’s happening at the Centre.
We would like to thank all our volunteers who have worked so hard, and all those
who have supported us throughout the year.

We wish you all a very safe, healthy and happy New Year.

Thanks to Juliet James for her lovely cover photo of snow in the New Forest
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CLERK’S CORNER – JANUARY 2021
I will start by wishing all our residents a happy, healthy and
prosperous New Year. I hope it will be a good one, or at least a better one for all of us.
Whatever your hopes and dreams are for this year I will follow what I always do and look
back over what has happened at the Parish Council during what has proved to be a very
different year. That said, nevertheless, much has been achieved or plans have been laid
whilst keeping a positive attitude that things will get better.
During the year several meetings were held with Hoburne who are now the owners of the
building that formerly housed the Lyndhurst Park Hotel. They have spent much of this
year formulating their plans for the site and this will include preserving the part of the old
hotel building that has architectural merit. We understand that a planning
application has now been received by the New Forest National Park Authority as the planning authority but details have not appeared on their website yet nor have we been formally notified. Once this takes place a Parish Council meeting will be held which the public can attend, although with current restrictions this is likely to be held via Zoom. More
information will follow as soon as it is available.
Still on the subject of planning, our December meeting considered their recommendation to the NFNPA regarding the former Budgens supermarket. In general the Parish
Council were in favour of the proposals although they have asked for some minor adjustments. The major concern locally seems to centre around the fact that the proposals
show the rear entrance to the car park blocked off.
In March everything started to change due to the onset of the pandemic. We managed to
hold our Parish Council meeting and were due to hold our Annual Parish Meeting
coupled, for the first time, with a new Award Ceremony the following week. However,
the current pandemic had started to take hold and the event had to be cancelled. It was
such a shame but, I suppose, a small disappointment in the general way everything has
worked out for all of us since then. We hope to be able to hold an Award Ceremony this
year, although what form that will take is so far unknown. Just for the record though I
have shown below the actual recipients of the awards for 2019. They have received a
framed certificate, an engraved award and a copy of the speech that was due to be
delivered at the meeting:
Parish Champion
Youth Award
Environment Award
Community Spirit Award

Angela Trend
Thomas Hague
David Donawa
Julie and Robin Mair
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Judging for the 2020 awards will be taking place this month and nominations closed at the
end of December.
So, after the March meeting there were no more LPC meetings until September but we
were then lucky enough to be able to hold a face to face meeting in the Community
Centre. It was decided to hold meetings every other month until the end of March,
although Planning Committee meetings have been held throughout either via email or
Zoom. It is very likely that the LPC Full Council meeting in January (Tuesday 12 January
2021 at 7.15 pm) will be held by Zoom and an Agenda with joining details will be
published in advance. All members of the public are welcome to attend but if you wish to
speak on any subject you are requested to contact myself, as Clerk, in advance.
Last month I touched on the subject of the calendar. This has been published and given
free to all residents for three years now and has been heavily subsidised by grants from
Ineos and County Councillor Edward Heron. However, so far we do not have a sponsor for
2022. If you know of anyone who might like to contribute financial aid please let me
know. I can raise some finance through the advertising but really need to find a sponsor
or sponsors to the value of £1,000 if we are to continue.
We did manage to publish the calendar a little earlier for this year’s edition but, in order
to have copies for sale and catch the tourist market, we are altering our deadline for
photographs to 30 April 2021. Some of the rules have changed slightly as well but briefly
comprise of the following:
Entrants can submit up to three photographs either as prints, slides or high resolution
digital images and a minimum of 2336W x 1080H pixels sent in either .jpg or .raw files.
They may be in colour or black and white. Our calendar layout will be landscape in design
and therefore all photographs should be capable of display in this format. If the
photographs come from a mobile phone or tablet the files need to be set to the highest
manufacturer’s camera setting before the photograph is taken, once again 2366W x
1080H pixels.
Images may be digitally enhanced to remove spots or scratches, but not manipulated.
Entrants can enhance the picture to make it brighter, clearer etc, but not manipulate the
content. Lyndhurst Parish Council and the judges reserve the right to exclude any image
they believe may have been excessively treated so that it alters its authenticity. Images
copied from outside sources cannot be used. A full list of rules will appear shortly on our
website www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk.
The condition of Cemetery Road still continues to cause problems. I have sent and
received various emails with Forestry England since I last wrote this column. I have
now been promised the tarmacking of the road will commence on 18 January but this
depends on the temperature not dropping constantly below five degrees. Meanwhile the
condition of the road seems to be worsening quite rapidly.
…/...
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New play equipment and safety surfacing is expected to arrive at Coles Mead Recreation
Ground in early February but there will have to be a lot of ground preparation work undertaken first and I hope to be able to report favourably next month. In the meantime our
maintenance team will need to distribute the play bark from two of the play areas into other areas of the Recreation Ground.
Speaking of the Recreation Ground, we were unfortunate enough to suffer some vandalism
during December. Well done to the local resident who was good enough to call the Police
immediately. Due to teamwork the offenders have been identified and some relevant
action can now be taken. Unfortunately, CCTV equipment and the Junior Football Club
building were damaged. From a Parish Council point of view this means that our equipment will have to be replaced leading to less money for facilities in the Recreation Ground.

Margaret Weston, Clerk to Lyndhurst Parish Council (telephone: 023 8028 4928 or 023
8081 3218/email: clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk). Visit our website at
www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
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Lyndhurst Second Hand Book Fairs
held in the Linden Hall at the Lyndhurst Community Centre

Dates for 2021
6th March - 15th May - 17th July - 25th September - 27th November
10am till 4pm - Free Entry
We will have dealers offering a wide selection of Ephemera, Maps and books on
History, Local History, Art, Literature, Military and books on many other subjects!
We also welcome new stallholders and would be happy to offer our advice, if you
are selling books for the first time!
Please contact us if you have any specific interests and we can notify our
stallholders and for any further information please contact:
Ed Bailey E-mail: Lsbookfairs@gmail.com Tel: 07967643579

LEARN TO LINE DANCE
Friendly and fun beginners line dance classes.
Lyndhurst Community Centre
Tuesdays 7pm – 8.30pm
Contact Charlotte Dawson on 07932 620758
email: charlotte@surginet.org.uk for further information
Come along and join in the fun way to dance with no need for a partner!!
Compliant with Government COVID-19 Guidance
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APPRECIATION FOR CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COMMITTEE
I think it can be said that the residents of Lyndhurst are always
appreciative of the hard work and dedication (not to mention the
dangers!) of the Lights Committee every year around this time to
bring goodwill and cheer to us all.
This year was no exception, and with the current restrictive situation
we’re all faced with it’s even more important that we all remain as
cheerful and optimistic as possible. So the Christmas lights this year
had an extra special significance.
Saturday 14 November must have easily been the wettest day of the
year - we know because we were out in it during the morning and
were literally “soaked to the skin” when we got home. Looking out of
our window opposite the Community Centre we watched the sterling
work of the volunteers, having trimmed the trees in the back garden
of the Centre, carrying them into the porch and more volunteers
carrying them to their respective points in the village. We felt very
guilty now we were back in the warmth of our home, watching them
get more and more drenched as the day wore on!
What we saw was true community spirit, and once again the
wonderful people who form the Lights Committee did what they do
for us every year to bring Christmas cheer to all. WELL DONE AND
HEARTFELT THANKS TO YOU ALL. We hope you enjoyed a happy
Christmas with your loved ones and can look forward to a healthy
and more normal New Year.
Jean and Dave C
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RELIABLE MAN WITH VAN
Available for light removals,
deliveries of bulky items, parcels, packages etc.
Includes evenings and weekends.
Please call Gary
Mob. 07812 671876
or 023 8066 3170

PJB
IS YOUR GUTTERING OVERFLOWING?
DOWNPIPE BLOCKED?
DEBRIS—LEAVES—MOSS
TO GET THEM CLEARED AND
FREE-FLOWING AGAIN
CALL 07818 414625
15

NATURE IN JANUARY
With the exception of the ‘Beast from the East’ in 2018, the RSPB has reported that
Britain’s smallest birds have been boosted in recent years by much milder winters.
But how does the RSPB know this? Well, they have been running a count of all our
garden birds for the past 41 years, whereby the public does the count for them!
Amazingly, it has now become the biggest wildlife survey in the world and the most
popular garden birds as per these counts, are coal tits, blue tits, long-tailed tits, wrens,
and goldcrests.
This year’s 2021 Big Garden Birdwatch takes place towards the end of this month,
between 29-31 January 2021 and everyone is invited to take part and you don’t even
need to pre-register. This is how you can get involved: - Step One: Count the birds
for one hour in your garden, local park or from your balcony between 29 and 31
January 2021, (only include those that land, not those flying over and count the most
birds you see at any one time - otherwise you could count the same bird twice). Step
Two: You simply submit your results by 15 February 2021 by going to
rspb.org.uk/birdwatch and using code BH01, you log what you saw, (remember,
even if you saw nothing, it still counts).
So, please do think about taking part. This year’s Big Garden Birdwatch event is not
just a chance to sit down with a cuppa and enjoy watching nature. You will be part of
the world’s largest wildlife survey, which gives the RSPB an annual snapshot of how
the birds in our gardens are doing. Plenty of tips and advice on how to complete the
Big Garden Birdwatch can also be found online, at the same website address that is
shown directly above.
Long-tailed tits, wrens and pied wagtails will often huddle together for warmth this
month as the temperatures plunge, and their populations can be severely decimated by
harsh winters, like in 2018. The long freezing winters back in the 1960’s and 1980’s
devastated small bird populations, but they are quite resilient species and now seem to
be bouncing back. Our gardens and parks have become good places for small birds to
survive the winter, as smaller birds have over the past few decades, and begun to make
more use of our bird feeders and feeding stations. The UK’s smallest bird, the
goldcrest, is also likely to see an increase this year according to RSPB statisticians and
they weigh around the same as a 20 pence piece! Goldcrests tend to migrate from the
harsher climes of Scandinavia, each autumn, arriving in the UK to top-up our overwintering birds. Because of their size and weight, they are very vulnerable in bad
weather as they struggle to conserve enough energy to both scavenge for food and stay
warm throughout the night. An RSPB spokesperson said: “The unseasonably warm
winter weather some four years ago, saw long-tailed tits move into the top ten of the
most spotted birds, with a 44% increase of recorded appearances compared to those
results from 2015”.
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Most of our smaller birds huddle together for increased warmth to shield themselves
from the bitter winter weather (not unlike penguins), but they are so tiny that they struggle to find the balance between finding enough food to eat and conserving the right
amount of energy to survive plunging temperatures overnight. But many other small
bird species such as robins, nuthatches and treecreepers have surprisingly shown
increases in their numbers, which may be connected to warmer winter and spring
weather. Unfortunately, these figures don’t tell the whole story, as if we fail to avert the
climate crisis, the future for nature is rather bleak. Increased temperatures over winter
are coming together with extreme stormy weather such as record-braking rainfall, that
can intensify wildlife’s fight for survival, particularly for our smaller birds. Bird
species can withstand these ‘shocks’ for now, but populations are likely to slump if they
continue. Populations of small birds have entered our gardens over the past four
decades, as people leave out more food for them. The goldfinch, a colourful finch with
a unique red face, is one of these. Their numbers in gardens and parks has increased by
47% over the last decade alone and they entered the top ten most seen garden birds for
the first time in 2008 and then climbed to number six, in the Big Garden Birdwatch
results.

Pied wagtail in the snow!

If you wish to take part in this month’s Big Garden Birdwatch and you do not have
access to a computer or a smart phone, then please telephone 01425 652864 and we will
attempt to send you a pre-printed leaflet so that you can take part. Leaflet numbers are
quite limited, and these are only available on a first come, first served basis. Outside of
this, the New Forest members group has had to suspend its usual programme of events
but are now doing online ‘Zoom’ sessions. Please check the website address shown
below for any further details. Should you require further information on anything
nature-related within the New Forest and or Hampshire, as well as details about joining
the local members group, then please send an email with your full details to
NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk. Regular updates and other interesting nature-related
articles are also available for your perusal and these can be found on the RSPB New
Forest Group’s website, at www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest
Keith Partridge, RSPB New Forest Group Leader
(Photo courtesy of the writer)

17

MINT GARDENS LTD
Garden & landscape services
All aspects of garden maintenance
undertaken, including

grass and hedge cutting

garden clearance

planting & pruning

City & Guilds qualified
Mob. 07890 625049
info@mintgardensltd.co.uk
www.mintgardensltd.co.uk

Sofikas
Womenswear, Menswear, Shoes
& Accessories

SALE NOW ON ... !!!
65a High Street
Lyndhurst
SO43 7BE
023 8028 2571
sofikas@btconnect.com
Or find me on facebook
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ROLAND FARMERS

FULLY QUALIFIED DECORATOR
(City & Guilds & Advanced Crafts)
Your local craftsman with over 30 years experience.
Specialising in interior decorating & painted furniture.
All types and sizes of work considered.
Fully insured. Competitive rates.

For a no obligation quotation contact Roland on:
Tel. 023 8081 4196 Mobile. 07791 503699
Woodside Cottage, Minstead, Lyndhurst SO43 7GB
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What’s On at the Centre during January
Due to the recent lockdown, events at the Centre have been a bit
disrupted. It would be best if you could contact your class
organiser direct for up to date information or phone the Centre to
see if your class/event is running. Thank you.

Line Dancing and Hooping —Charlotte Dawson—07932 620758
Centre Art Group – Mo 023 8081 2617
Tai chi— Please contact Brockenhurst College 01590 625555 (classes resuming in January)
Yoga—Linda Dent— 07586 310597
Zumba Gold with Zoe —07752 407116
Lyndhurst Healthy Walks—Christina cke.walkingforhealth@gmail.com.
Jan—01425 482773
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Winter Walks
By Karen Kingston, Community Manager, Forestry England
Winter is a great time to get out and enjoy the New Forest. Whatever the weather,
just wrap up warm, pull on your wellies and embrace the elements. For some of us,
the mud and rain adds to the fun!
There are a multitude of well maintained, easily accessible and marked paths that
Forestry England provides throughout the New Forest. You can pre-plan your route by
downloading maps from our website, but one I’d like to recommend at this time of
year is our Ober Water trail. It offers loads of space for children to run around, walks
in the woods and out onto the open forest, the views are truly spectacular.

Whitefield Moor was once ploughed for
crops during World War II and is now a
popular grazing area for New Forest ponies.
The trail starts from Whitefield Moor Car
Park (Grid Ref: 274025, postcode SO42
7QD), which is near Brockenhurst in the
south of the Forest. The car park has a
relatively flat, gravelled surface. Take the
gravel path that exits the car park close to
the information board and follow the yellow
and red marker posts.
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There are two way-marked routes, the Yellow
Trail is only 1 mile long, about a 30 minute
stroll, and the Red Trail is 1.5 miles, so about a
45 minute walk. They are both easy circular
walks along very old riverine woodland.
Listen and look out for birds along the forest
stream, you may even be lucky enough to see
red deer on the heathland. Deer by nature
are secretive creatures and are harder to spot
in the winter months as they blend perfectly
into their surroundings. Look out for the
swish of a tail, flick of an ear or the outline of
a deer’s body during your walk.
These two circular trails follow the Ober
Water midway between source and the sea.
The trails are a mixture of moderately smooth
gravelled surfaces and compacted grassy ground; when it’s been raining the path can
flood and may be muddy – so wellies are essential.
Living and working in such a special place means that I have the pleasure of visiting
the forest a great deal, and of course I have my favourite spots.
Whatever walk you decide to take this winter I hope you’ll agree that the New Forest
is the ideal backdrop to enjoy this season.
To find out more about how you can explore the New Forest please visit:
www.forestryengland.uk/new-forest
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Lyndhurst and District

www.u3asites.org.uk/lyndhurst

OUR NEXT MEETING
WEDNESDAY 13th January 2021
2.30 pm
Our guest speaker will be Colin van Geffen who will talk about the Red
Arrows, looking at the introduction and development of formation and display flying then focussing on the selection and training of the pilots.
**********
At the following meeting on 10 February 2021 we will welcome Christine
Green who will tell us about her work as a Graphic Designer behind the
scenes at the BBC.
th

**********
During these difficult times many of our interest groups are not able to
meet but when we are able to we offer
GOLF : BRIDGE : CREATIVE WRITING : SPANISH : MAH JONG :
GENEALOGY : BOARD GAMES : CONVERSATIONAL FRENCH : DAYS OUT :
BOOK CLUB : BAKE CLUB : LUNCH CLUB : GARDENING :
LEISURE CYCLING

Please note, none of our monthly meetings are being held at Lyndhurst
Community Centre. We are having virtual meetings on Zoom. We look
forward to being able to welcome new members, hopefully in the near
future.
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Reg no: 303615

Reg no: 10042

Jeremy Gailor Plumbing and Heating
Your local experienced plumbing and heating engineer.
All aspects of plumbing undertaken:
Gas
Oil
LPG
Bathrooms
Unvented cylinders

Boiler services, repairs & upgrades
Chartered Institute of Plumbing and Heating Engineers
registered plumber

Tel: 023 8029 2550

Mob: 07855916078

A Stitch in Time

EST. 1989

Meadowsweet,
Chapel Lane
Lyndhurst
SO43 7FF
Email: sali@forestac.co.uk
Tel. 023 8028 3969

Curtains, blinds, upholstery, loose covers,
soft furnishings, alterations and repairs.
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The Secrets of Sissinghurst
In our country there are so many beautiful and inspirational gardens to visit, all with their own particular
charm and secrets to unfold. Many of the most popular gardens have a specific theme and design, often
dictated by the fashions of their time. One that is high
on my list of favourite gardens is Sissinghurst in Kent.
It really is the most magical of gardens, full of surprises, twists and turns and such a mix of architectural
and romantic planting.
Sissinghurst, the site of a ruined hunting palace dating
back to the Elizabethan
era, was rediscovered in the 1930s by Vita SackvilleWest and her husband Harold Nicolson. Over the
years that followed, this unconventional couple put
their own unique stamp on it. In life they were contrasting characters and their marriage was often
strained by their open sexuality. However, beneath
all their differences, there was a mutual love and a
passion for gardening that kept them together.
Their complex relationship was reflected in their
differing gardening styles. Vita’s romantic and overflowing cottage garden planting was contained in
Harold’s more conventional and formal shaped
borders. On paper it might not have worked, but as
in their personal life, somehow it did and the result was rather special.
As you walk through the garden it’s almost like they’re still part of it’s beating
heart. There is a certain warmth and love that surrounds each area you explore. At
times, you almost feel that you’re intruding on a very special and private place.
Vita loved colour and texture and she enjoyed the simple, ordinary everyday plants
as much as the more exotic.
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Vita was both creative and experimental and had a keen eye for detail.
The exquisite simplicity and calmness of
the White garden is in perfect contrast
to the rainbow of colours in the cottage
garden. Every corner has a surprise to
offer. Entire brick walls covered with
clematis or roses, doorways to hidden
treasures and different perspectives
that entice and challenge you. In the
centre you will find a magnificent tower
with matching his-and-hers turrets where you
will discover more secrets about their
fascinating lives together.
If you get the opportunity to visit Sissinghurst
I hope you enjoy it as much as I did. I think
the garden is just as intriguing as the couple
themselves and provides much to inspire the
budding gardener. But perhaps the main
lesson to take away from Sissinghurst is that,
like Vita and Harold, we should all put our
own stamp on the gardens we create over
our lifetime.
“What happiness you and I have derived from
that garden […] it is pleasant to feel we have
created a work of art. It is all your credit really. Mine was just rulers and bits of
paper” - Harold to Vita, 1955

Go Botanical
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Candle to a Star
She was a grand age when I met her
It still seems like yesterday
As she handed me her book of words
Her life in shades of grey
She encouraged me with my first
attempts
Assured me I’d go far
I doubted but I listened well
Like a candle to a star

She was a grand age when I met her
It still seems like yesterday
As she handed me her book of words
Her life in shades of grey
David K Wilson

I never tired of listening
To advice she’d freely give
Never too tired to read her words
Such a life she once had lived
She wrote in different styles and ways
But her aims remained the same
She gave an insight into memories
Recalling life that was her aim
She wrote of school and holidays
Of peacetime and of war
Of true love in the afternoon
The rich and of the poor
She wrote of travels far away
We’d exchange ideas without affray
And still until this very day
I miss her more and more
But age it leads the thoughts astray
It robs the soul of things to say
And today she gone far far away
And those joyful moments passed
But still I carry on her ways
Remembering those far off days
Those days of wine and roses
Her words still unsurpassed
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NEW FOREST
NONDESCRIPTS CLUB
Crown Lodge
1 Church Lane
Lyndhurst
(next to Car Park)
02380 282353

Unfortunately Covid-19 Rules have closed the Club for now but
new Membership will be available to all as soon possible after
reopening.
Remember, as Club Members you can ask to use the gardens and
the club facilities for your functions, such as anniversaries, parties,
wakes, etc. when Covid-19 rules allow.
The President, Officers and Committee wish to thank their Staff
and all Members for their support in these difficult times and hope
to see you all back in the Club soon.

To all Members: We will keep you updated with our opening hours
during the pandemic via email so anyone that would like to be added
to the mailing list please email lyndhurstnondescripts@live.co.uk.
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•

All aspects of interior and exterior work undertaken
• Private and commercial properties
• Fully qualified and insured

Including Minstead,
Emery Down, Bank and Brook

Due to Covid-19 Lyndhurst
Neighbourcare is no longer able to
operate because we have no active
drivers under the age of 70.
If you are under 70 and would
consider driving for us, please call
0845 0945 818 and leave your
name and telephone number and
we will call you back.
Thank you.
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Caution urged as winter months set in for New Forest animal
accidents
Commuters are urged to be vigilant as accidents involving animals in the Forest peak between 5pm and 8pm on weekdays in the winter months.
Low light, dazzling oncoming headlights and weather makes visibility poor. So it’s encouraged
to slow down from 40mph to 30mph, a move which adds only three extra minutes to most
journeys across the Forest but can drastically reduce accidents involving animals.
Last year, 159 New Forest animals – ponies, cattle, donkeys, pigs and sheep – were involved
in collisions, with 58 killed and 32 injured.
Most drivers involved in animal accidents are relatively local people on regular trips. The high
-risk routes have been identified as:
B3078/79 from Cadnam to Godshill
B3054 from Lymington to Dibden Purlieu
B3055 from Brockenhurst to Sway
C10 from Picket Post to Holmsley.
The New Forest’s Animal Accident Reduction Group organized a range of measures including
police mobile speed cameras and reflective warning signs on dangerous routes.
Accidents involving livestock, are required by law to be reported to police as soon as possible. A reward of up to £5,000 is offered for information leading to the successful conviction
of drivers prosecuted for failing to stop and report an accident involving a Forest animal.
.
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How drivers can help:









Be ready to stop – animals can step out even when they’ve seen you approaching.
Drive slowly, especially at night – there is a pool of darkness behind the headlights of
approaching cars – an animal may be standing in it.
Give animals grazing by the side of the road a wide berth – cross to the other side of
the road and be prepared to STOP.
Grazing animals on both sides of the road? Take extra care as they may cross.
One animal by the roadside means others are close by.
Bends and tops of hills need more care – animals may be standing in the road out of
sight.
Reflective collars worn by some ponies may help you see them in the dark – be aware
not all livestock have them.
Deer can easily jump the fences alongside roads like the A337, A31 and A35 – and
when there is one deer more will usually follow

Please support our hashtag #Add3Minutes on social channels.
Photo: Pony in headlights photograph copyright Russell Sach.
The main press release is available at: https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/news/caution-urgedas-the-deadliest-month-for-new-forest-animal-accidents-approaches/
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Airport Transfer ~ Cruise / Ferry Terminal ~ Train Station
Heathrow ~ Gatwick ~ Southampton ~ Bournemouth ~ Luton ~
Stansted
Restaurant ~ Hotel ~ Hospital ~ Long Distance ~ Business Travel
Business accounts available.
We take pride in offering a local Friendly, Efficient and Reliable taxi
service to the Lyndhurst, New Forest and surrounding areas.
Our Vehicles can carry up to 6 Passengers and we are fully insured and
licenced by New Forest District Council.
Call us for a quote or to book on 02380 814876 ~ 07587 003091
www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk
www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire
~ Now accepting debit and credit cards ~
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Did You See The Light This Christmas?
- the alignment of Jupiter and Saturn, shining brighter than at any point in the last 800 years.
“The fabled Star of Bethlehem” said the newspaper. Yet the light the magi followed was
something infinitely more than two planets in a dance. The star ‘rose’ like the sun (Greek
meaning of Matthew ch2 v2), it moved in the sky (leading them) and it stopped over the
dwelling where two year old Jesus was. Did it descend, perhaps, to shine supernaturally for
the magi on only one house in a town of many houses?
The problem is as old as the hills: a need to rationalise everything in the Bible which is supernatural – basically all of it. So ‘Did you see the light this Christmas?’ is really asking if you
saw beyond Man’s interference with the miracle prophesied and the miracle reported in the
Christmas ‘story’ that so many assume is ‘fable’. Did the light of reality dawn?
We were deep underground. The desire to rise with Star-Trek ease to the light above was intensified when the guide flicked a switch to turn the secret underground cathedral of a cavern
into a black darkness, pressed close and disturbing.
Real darkness is frightening. Because of the omnipresence of white light in the western world
we forget to be frightened by it. Jesus talked about darkness as the absence of God’s presence.
The good news is that the Bible is full of references to light for “God is light and there is no
darkness (sin) in Him at all.” (1John 1v5)
“In the beginning the Word (Jesus) already existed. The Word was with God and the Word was
God… The Word gave life to everything that was created and His life brought light to everyone. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness can never extinguish it.” (John ch1)
‘His life brought light to everyone.” “The people who walk in darkness will see a great
light.” (Isaiah 9v2) No wonder his arrival in Bethlehem was announced with brilliant light. He
came to call us “out of darkness into his marvellous light.” (1Peter 2v9) and the darkness of
the world that cruelly and wrongfully executed him, the Son of God, can never extinguish His
light. For He is the radiance of God’s glory and Heaven will be filled with the light of God’s
glory.
Let Him (in the words of one radio presenter) ‘scatter the darkness before you’ as 2021
unfolds.
There are more prophecies in the Old Testament about Jesus’ second coming, his return, than
there are about his first. Jesus, himself, spoke more about his second coming than about the
manner of his own death. I wonder if the recent brightness of the so-called Star of Bethlehem
– at a time in history when we have been reminded that life can change in an instant – was
there to remind us of the true “Light of the World” (John ch8 v12) and when He might return.
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Addressing the climate and nature emergencies
Since the New Forest National Park was established in 2005, we’ve recognised that the
climate crisis is the most significant long-term threat to this extraordinary landscape.
The New Forest is a world capital for wildlife with a unique mosaic of habitats and
many rare species. It could suffer huge impacts of further climate change.
Our wildlife and nature are under threat from rising temperatures, wildfires, pests,
diseases, drier soils and wetlands, and more powerful and frequent storms.
By 2080 it’s predicted that the south of England will experience warmer, wetter winters
and hotter, drier summers. These changes could affect water quality and storage,
pollination, flooding, soil formation and carbon storage.
For wildlife it could affect the range and numbers of species and alter their seasonal
activity.
As the New Forest National Park Authority, we’re working to both reduce the effects of
climate change and help the Forest cope – so that the special qualities of the National
Park are maintained for future generations.
We’re doing this in three ways:

•

•
•

Helping the New Forest to adapt to the climate and nature emergency through restoring, creating and managing habitats and making wildlife areas more resilient
Reducing our own carbon footprint
Encouraging behaviour change among our communities and visitors
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What can you do to help?
We can all help to protect the planet. Taking a few steps, no matter how small, can all
add up to make a positive impact on the environment.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Leave your car at home and take more local trips by bike or on foot. Consider an
electric bike or a more environmentally-friendly car.
Shop local. You’re not only reducing your own carbon footprint but supporting
local businesses and the economy. The New Forest Marque is the sign of true
local produce, and has around 160 members.
Switch to a renewable energy tariff, and make sure your home has cavity wall
insulation and loft insulation.
Reduce, reuse and recycle.
Take litter home to dispose of responsibly.
Become a member of New Forest Transition. The group aims to reduce the impact
communities have on the local area through reducing fossil fuel dependency,
creating less waste, increasing recycling, supporting local food, and sharing skills
to build community resilience.

For more information, please see: www.newforestnpa.gov.uk
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THE MEADOWS, LYNDHURST

We turn up when we say we will!
BATHROOMS

DESIGN, SUPPLY + FITTING

PLUMBING & HEATING
ELECTRIC SHOWERS, TAPS, PUMPS
TILING & LAMINATE FLOORING
PAINTING
KITCHENS
NO JOB TOO SMALL!!!
FREE ESTIMATES
“I RUN A LOCAL FAMILY COMPANY OFFERING
EXCELLENT SERVICE
& REALISTIC PRICES TO MEET YOUR BUDGET”

Call Mike today

07990 857239 02380 284405
mwkinna@hotmail.com
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DIRECTORY

useful numbers and other contact details

Lyndhurst Community Centre

023 8028 2267
admin@lyndhurstcomm.org
www.lyndhurstcomm.org

Lyndhurst Parish Council

clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
The council’s website has many useful
links to other local organisations.
www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk

Lyndhurst Surgery

023 8028 2689
www.lyndhurstsurgery.org.uk

Midforest Vets

023 8028 2358 (inc. out of hours)
www.midforestvets.co.uk

Neighbourcare

0845 0945 818

Disability Information Service

01425 628750 (helpline)

Citizens Advice Bureau

0844 411 1306
www.citizensadvice.org.uk

Churches
Baptist Church
Our Lady & St Edward (R.C.)
St Michael & All Angels (CofE)
Schools
New Forest Small School
St Michael & All Angels (Infants)
Lyndhurst Pre-School
New Forest Centre

023 8028 4426
023 8028 2011
023 8028 3175
023 8028 4415
023 8028 2244
023 8028 2986
023 8028 3444 (office)
023 8028 6153 (reference library)
www.newforestcentre.org.uk

New Forest National Park Authority 01590 646600
www.newforestnpa.gov.uk
New Forest District Council
023 8028 5000
www.newforest.gov.uk
Events listings
Both the District Council and National Park websites have listings of events taking
place in the local area.
Other sites include:
www.newforestexplorersguide.co.uk
Lyndhurst Community Centre is run by the Lyndhurst and District Community
Association, an independent charitable association. Charity number 301883
NB Lyndhurst & District Community Association or Lyndhurst Community Centre in no way endorse or
sponsor the advertisers or advertisements in the ‘What’s On’ magazine.
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