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CENTRE REPORT 
 

Well, at the time of writing this the sun is shining and we’re all keeping going as best we can.   
We had a lovely Dolls House and Miniatures Fair here on the 11th October which went very 
well and it was lovely to have some “normality”.   There is a book fair here on the 28th  
November so please come and support it, I’m sure you’ll need some reading for the winter 
evenings.   You may have heard Alana speaking on the Pat Sissons Show on Radio Solent last 
Friday (16th October).  They phoned out of the blue following a report by ACRE on the public 
use of community centres.   She did a brilliant job—thank you Alana. 
 
Hopefully, those of you who bought tickets will have had an enjoyable time at our film night 
(23rd October) and will have suggested whether we should continue with these in the  
current COVID climate. 
 
There’s lots to read in this month’s edition of What’s On.  We welcome back Dave’s column 
which is sure to put a smile on our faces, thank you Dave, we’ve missed you!   Dorothy has 
supplied a lovely recipe for mince pies (pages 26 & 27).   I can assure all our readers that we 
wouldn’t print any recipe without testing it first!   The staff at the Centre demolished the pies 
amazingly fast—they were delicious, thank you Dorothy. 
 
We are very grateful to our regular contributors, Bridget Bancroft for her wonderful garden-
ing tips and ideas and Keith Partridge for his insight into the nature of the New Forest and his  
brilliant photographs.  Also thanks to Forestry England and NFNPA for their articles. 
 
Remembrance Day will sadly be a little different this year, please see pages 9 & 11 for  
details. 
 
THE LIBRARY 
Sadly, as has already been announced in the Press, the Lyndhurst Library is due to close in 
November this year, but we plan to breathe new life into the free space.  After consulting 
with staff, volunteers and customers, the Trustees have set a firm proposal in place to divide 
the existing Library footprint space into three distinct zones. 
 

ZONE 1 – Multi purpose room to the car park side.  Including a children’s library, book col-
lection (with volunteers), break-out room/office at other times. 
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ZONE 2 – Middle section.  High-tech conference room, training venue, special interest 
lectures, small cinema facility and potentially a small kitchen galley. 

 
ZONE 3 – West side (Nondescripts Club).  A new stand-alone Parish Council office and 

storage for records which will forge a long term partnership with a local organisation 
with similar values with the opportunity for mutual interaction and will also provide 
residents with easy access to the Parish Council Staff and Councillors. 

 
We hope the building work will be commenced in December with the Parish Office moving 
from the High Street in January. 
 
FUTURE LIBRARY PROVISION 
At the moment, we envisage running a children’s library and a book swap service for adult 
fiction, including audiobooks and large print books.  We are still thinking about how best to 
deliver these services. 
 
We will not have the capacity to deliver a full library service and are currently talking to 
other community libraries about what they do and how they manage their service provi-
sion. 
 
We would be very keen to hear from anyone who might be interested in volunteering to 
help us deliver a future library service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We would be very interested to hear from anybody who 

would be keen to help us create some form of community 

library, particularly for the children. We are in the early  

stages of thinking about how we may develop a library  

facility and if you are interested and able to help with a few 

hours each week, or help us with ideas, please contact us at 

the Community Centre by email:   

admin@lyndhurstcomm.org or telephone 02380 282267. 

 

YOUR COMMUNITY  

CENTRE NEEDS 

YOU ! 
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Lyndhurst Second Hand Book Fair 
 

held in the Linden Hall at the Lyndhurst Community Centre 

Saturday 28
th

 November, 2020  

10am until 4pm - Free Entry 

 

We will have dealers offering a wide selection of Ephemera, Maps 

and books on History, Local History, Art, Literature, Military and 

books on many other subjects!  

We also welcome new stallholders and would be happy to offer our 

advice, if you are selling books for the first time!   

Please contact us if you have any specific interests and we can  

notify our stallholders and for any further information please  

contact: 
 

Ed Bailey E-mail: Lsbookfairs@gmail.com Tel: 07967643579  

mailto:Lsbookfairs@gmail.com
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CLERK’S CORNER  
NOVEMBER 2020 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We didn’t get 10 members of the electorate asking for an election for the position of a 
new Councillor which was welcome as elections cost money that has to be taken from 
our precept – up to £2,000 in our case.  However, in the interests of democracy the ques-
tion must be asked.  Our existing Councillors will now look to co-opt a Councillor and I 
will write more about this in due course following our November meeting.  A full descrip-
tion and application form will then be available online.  Existing Councillors can take up to 
six months to appoint a new Councillor if necessary and this can time limit can be  
extended if a valid need arises. 

 
Frustratingly I have no news regarding the Parish Council taking on the land in Wellands 
Road other than to say I have been making enquiries from Forestry England and our  
solicitors but the matter is out of our hands.  The main stumbling block at the moment 
seems to be the handing over of the boundaries of some of the land.  However, our  
Finance Officer Carole Gibbs, Recreation Portfolio Holder Mark Rollé and I recently met 
with a playground equipment supplier with a view to replacing some of the play equip-
ment at Coles Mead and seeing if we could also provide safety surfacing under the  
equipment that would provide a better surface than the play bark and make it inclusive 
for wheelchair users.  The play bark does look good in a rural setting such as ours but it is 
costly to maintain and, in the wetter, winter months it is really not practical for use with 
small children.  The result of the meeting was promising and it seems we are likely to be 
able to provide a better facility for our youngsters.  We are waiting for the quotation for 
the work involved and we are also going out to tender with two other companies as well. 
 
I wrote last month that a new group had been formed in Lyndhurst with members from 
the Lyndhurst and Emery Down Community Hub, Lyndhurst Welfare Charity, Lyndhurst 
Food Bank, Lyndhurst and District Community Association and Lyndhurst Parish Council.  
The name chosen for the group is Lyndhurst Community Resilience Forum.  I am sure that 
in time it will be useful in many areas but for the moment it will be used to assist and re-
assure all our residents, and in particular those who are elderly and/or vulnerable, to find 
practical ways of dealing with the current, and changing, situation with COVID-19.   
 
By the time you read this you should have received your annual calendar.  This year it has 
been sponsored by our County Councillor, Edward Heron and our advertisers.  It has also 
been used as a facility to make our residents aware of the members of the Community 
Resilience Group, how to get in touch with them and what they can do and will be doing 
over the winter months.  The calendar was not without its problems to produce for 2021  
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but we have managed to get it round to you a little earlier this year.  If you would like to 
purchase further copies please contact me by email or telephone and I will send a copy/
copies to you by post or deliver any bulk orders.  The price will be £5 and this includes 
postage and packing in a cardboard backed envelope.  To my mind this is the best 
calendar we have produced and that is mainly due to the fantastic quality of the 
photographs, all from local amateur photographers. 
 
The Parish Council have decided to produce a Village Design Statement and your opinion 
is needed.  Please visit our website www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk to fill in the SurveyMonkey 
questionnaire or fill out the form that you will find in the envelope containing your 
calendar and return it to the Parish Office or by email if you have a scanner.  Your opinion 
will be of great value when we put together this exciting document that will assist in 
mapping out the future of our parish.  The project is being led by Councillor Graham 
Reeve who is Chairman of our Planning Committee. 
 
I have been trying very hard to source some finance for window coverings for the old Post 
Office building on the left hand side at the bottom of the High Street.  I think this is one of 
the main talking points, and not in a good way, that I hear about when I walk round the 
village.  At the moment every avenue I explore comes to a dead end but I am not giving up 
just yet.  District Councillor Hilary Brand is also interested in getting something done.  If 
anyone knows of a source for obtaining some money for window coverings please let me 
know.  Even small amounts brought together might be a way forward. 
 
Also coming round with your calendar, and also available on our website, is a form for you 
to elect a local resident for the Annual Parish Awards.  There are four categories giving 
wide scope this year for you to vote for the people you feel have really made a difference 
in these difficult times.  
 
It has now been suggested that, in line with the current COVID-19 guidance, Carole and I 
work from home.  We have decided to continue to staff the office but not on regular days 
so if you feel it is essential to come and see either of us please telephone first to arrange a 
convenient day and time for all concerned.  I am still working from home the remainder of 
the time and you are always welcome to telephone me there when I am not in the office. 
 
Margaret Weston, Clerk to Lyndhurst Parish Council, 13 High Street, Lyndhurst SO43 7BB 
(telephone: 023 8028 4928 or 023 8081 3218/email: clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk).  Visit 
our website at www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
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REMEMBRANCE DAYS 2020 

 

I expect you are all wondering what will be happening with  

Remembrance Sunday, well I will try and explain our arrangements 

for Remembrance Sunday November 8th and Armistice Day,  

Wednesday 11th November.  The parade and Church service have 

had to be cancelled due to the Government restriction for the  

COVID-19 situation. 

 

On Sunday, starting at 10.40 hrs, there will be a short service at the 

War Memorial when the Deputy Lieutenant will attend and lay a 

wreath.  He is the Queen’s representative so it is protocol that he 

lays the first wreath.  All the local organisations that usually attend 

are welcome to lay wreaths throughout the day after the Service as 

we are subject to the rule of six. 

 

On the Wednesday a second short service will be held at the War  

Memorial at 10.45 hrs.   Representatives of the Army Regiments that 

usually attend will lay their wreaths.  Again, local organisations are 

welcome to lay wreaths on this day also. 

 

I am able to supply wreaths as usual, just contact me on 02380 

284134. 

 

Adrian Wiltshire, Chairman, Lyndhurst & District Royal British Legion. 
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Why Did Daddy Go Away? 
 

Once a year the poppies bloom 
Brightly in the sun 

Petals red for boys long dead 
God rest them every one 

The rolling fields with time have healed 
Corn waves in the breeze 

But indentations tell their tale 
And a lack of knarled old trees 

 
Buttons buckles bullet cases 

The debris of the war 
Each a memory long forgotten 

That the ploughshare turns once more 
Every soldier’s hopes and fears 

Shattered by the roar 
Of whining shells and man made hell 

In the war to end all wars 
 

Tears flowed freely six long years 
And then for evermore 

For boys with smiles who marched away 
Those returning smiled no more 

Mud filled trenches mud-drenched fields 
Home to the boys of war 

Discomfort lice and dysentery 
Far from their country’s shores 

 
Amongst the hand grenades and the bayonets 

And bullets by the score  
The head above the parapet 
Never hears the rifles roar 

Gas clouds drifting moving shifting 
Spawned by the devil of war 

Clouds that maim and choke and kill  
Enveloping all before  

 
Four long years of life and death 
In a short straw long straw war 

But who comforts those that are left behind? 
Whose tears will forever fall 

 
…/... 
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And once a year the poppies bloom 
Brightly in the sun 

Petals red for boys long dead 
God rest them every one 

 
And the children asked 

 
Why did daddy go away? 

Will he walk back through the door? 
When is daddy coming home? 

I miss him more and more! 
 
 

David K Wilson 
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RELIABLE MAN WITH VAN 

 

 
Available for light removals,  

deliveries of bulky items, parcels, packages etc.  

Includes evenings and weekends. 
Please call Gary 

Mob. 07812 671876 
or 023 8066 3170 

 PJB 
 
 
 

 
IS YOUR GUTTERING OVERFLOWING? 

DOWNPIPE BLOCKED? 
DEBRIS—LEAVES—MOSS 

 

TO GET THEM CLEARED AND  
FREE-FLOWING AGAIN  

  

CALL 07818 414625 
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NATURE IN NOVEMBER 

 

November sees the reality of the clocks having gone back with lighter mornings  
due and the evenings becoming much darker, earlier.  This influences nature and, 
more specifically, our birdlife as they will tend to seek their own company as they 
come together for warmth, protection in greater numbers and to be sociable. This is  
best demonstrated by the vast pre-roost flocks of starlings, swirling around in  
murmurations that are both spectacular to watch and beguiling.  These can be  
witnessed across Hampshire and are more usually seen over open areas near to  
the edges of reed beds, or small woodland copses located in open fields. 

November also marks the arrival of millions of migrant birds into the UK from colder 
climes and our wetland areas will be enjoying a huge influx of various ducks, geese 
and swans.  The numbers of birds arriving into the UK can often be huge, and this is 
usually dependent upon what climatic conditions these birds have had to face prior to 
their migration south.  We may be lucky enough to see many large flocks of over-
wintering ducks arrive at our shores, such as the splendid and colourful smaller teal, 
wigeon, pochard, scaup, goldeneye and shoveler, all taking their place alongside those 
wonderful wildfowl species already here. 

Starling murmuration 
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Large number of pink-footed geese and Brent geese also arrive here from their breeding 
grounds in Greenland, Iceland, Russia and Canada.  No mean feat, as this involves a 
journey of at least 3,400 miles!  In the early 1960’s only 50,000 pink-footed geese over-
wintered in the UK, but now the numbers have swollen to an amazing 200,000.  Their 
name is often shortened to ‘pink-foot’ and they have pink beaks as well as pink feet.  
Brent geese usually migrate in family groups and, flying in the noticeable V-formation, 
will travel mostly at night.  These groups often stay together from one breeding season 
to the next. 

 

Our resident mute swans in the UK are also joined by over-wintering whooper and 
Bewick’s swans.  Whooper swans usually announce their arrival with loud trumpeting 
calls, flying in to feed on aquatic plants, grasses and any leftover grain and potatoes in 
famers’ fields.  Both have black and yellow markings on their beaks (rather than black 
and orange), with the whooper swan showing much more yellow than black.  Should 
you want to see any of these marvellous over-wintering birds, then head for a local  
nature reserve that has vast expanses of water with covered wooden hides so that you 
get the best views possible.  You will need to keep dry, wrap up warm and take along 
plenty of hot drinks in thermos flasks.  But if you do manage to get to one such nature 
reserve, it should prove very worthwhile indeed. 
 
Understandably, like many other organisations, the RSPB has suspended all meetings 
until further notice, in-line with the latest Government health advice.  But regular up-
dates can be viewed on the New Forest Group’s website  
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest  For any further information on anything nature-
related within the New Forest or for details about joining the local RSPB Members 
Group, please email: - NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk 
 
 
Keith Partridge, RSPB New Forest Group Leader 

(Photos courtesy of the RSPB and the writer) 

Over-wintering shoveler ducks and a teal 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest
mailto:NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk
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MINT GARDENS LTD 
 

Garden & landscape services 
 

All aspects of garden maintenance 
undertaken, including 
 

 grass and hedge cutting 
 garden clearance 

 planting & pruning 
 City & Guilds qualified 

 

Mob. 07890 625049 

info@mintgardensltd.co.uk 

www.mintgardensltd.co.uk 

 

  

Sofikas 
  

  

  
  
  
 

 
 
 

 
 

65a High Street 
Lyndhurst 
SO43 7BE 

023 8028 2571 
  

sofikas@btconnect.com 
Or find me on facebook 

Womenswear, Menswear, Shoes  
& Accessories 

 
 Autumn season now in stock…… 

      Marco Tozzi boots now in……. 
 

       20% Off with this advert! 
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ROLAND FARMERS 
FULLY QUALIFIED DECORATOR 

(City & Guilds & Advanced Crafts) 
 

Your local craftsman with over 30 years experience.  

Specialising in interior decorating & painted furniture. 

All types and sizes of work considered. 

Fully insured. Competitive rates. 

 

For a no obligation quotation contact Roland on: 
Tel. 023 8081 4196   Mobile. 07791 503699 

Woodside Cottage, Minstead, Lyndhurst SO43 7GB   
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BRAIN TEASER 

Answers on Page 48. 
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Fashion Accessory or  

Necessity 

 

 

 
 

 

Is it just me or is it interesting in these challenging times to note how  

peoples’ attitudes vary with regards to PPE (Personal Protection Equipment)? 

 

For a start you have the “I could not give a monkey” category.  They know 

that statistically whilst they might catch the Kung Flu, they are unlikely to die 

from it simply because they are within a certain demographic. The only in-

convenience they have to suffer is that they are forced to carry a face mask 

about their person otherwise they will be refused entry into the Co-op to buy 

a pack of their favourite lager. 

 

Then there are the “Lopsiders” who walk around with their face mask  

dangling from one ear. How stupid does that look? The only reason I can 

give for this bizarre behaviour is that perhaps the elastic on the mask has 

been caught on an earring. Several times recently I have had to help Mrs P  

untangle her mask from her diamante earring. Not something I have  

personally experienced because I do not wear earrings (well not outwith the 

privacy of my own home). 

 

We then progress to the “Hand baggers” who walk around nonchalantly 

swinging their mask in their hand like a Charlie (??) Vuitton handbag. This 

practice is even more effective and gets you more noticed if you use a  

custom-made face mask rather than the bog standard blue and white job – 

and in warm weather it is handy for swatting flies or wasps. 

 

Then there are the “Elbow-padders” who carry their masks half way up their 

arms. What is that all about? Apart from anything else, from a hygiene point 

of view it cannot be right. Imagine the scene. You have just spent a convivial 

evening in the pub with five of your friends (is that still the rules?) and  

decide to round off the evening with a bag of chips or a kebab. Whilst  

waiting on being served in the takeaway establishment you rest your weary 

elbows on the counter awaiting sustenance and then, once outside, you slip 

your mask back up your arm. Enough said.  
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There is then the “Shopping Bag” approach to wearing a mask. This  

involves securing your mask by its straps on the top of your head and not 

round the back. This tends to make the wearer look as though he/she has 

a shopping bag full of groceries balanced on their shoulders. 

 

Then we have the “Facelifter” whereby the mask is worn under the chin—

nowhere near the mouth or nose. This can serve two purposes. On one 

hand it can disguise a double chin or if the elastic straps are extra tight it 

can actually lift and firm sagging jowls (now there is an image to ponder!) 

  

Finally, there are the “Peach-fluffers”. It cannot have gone un-noticed that 

the wearing of a face mask can have certain advantages. If you are a 

young lady in search of a bit of company you may resort to one of those 

internet dating sites to solve the problem. However, you then find that 

you have spent too much time on the search engine and not enough 

booking an appointment at the “Wax’R Us” beauty salon. Result could 

mean a bit of a Tom Selleck on the top lip and the only way to solve the 

problem is with a strategically placed face mask. All is well until you re-

move same to start on your prawn cocktail when the true horror of the 

situation is revealed. Don’t get me wrong, the mask does work if you are 

merely nipping out for a pint of milk. 

 

A final word on PPE. Unless we want to avoid a similar situation to the 

amount of plastic in the seas please dispose of your used face masks  

responsibility. Too often masks and gloves are just thrown down on the 

ground. Imagine the scene. A harsh winter sets in and the poor old forest 

ponies are short of food. They might just decide to munch on a discarded 

mask or glove and then next Spring we might have foals born wearing 

masks on their muzzles and blue gloves on their hooves. Just a thought!! 

 

Take care and stay safe. 

 

Dave P. 
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A VERSATILE MINCEMEAT RECIPE 

This particular recipe can be made up just days or weeks in advance or even 

on the day you need it!!  It’s called versatile because it is – feel free to replace 

anything… e.g. mixed peel with glace cherries or cranberries, almonds with 

walnuts, rum with an orange liqueur, brandy with whisky, apples for pears etc. 

– just replace with a similar ingredient, weight for weight or measurement for  

measurement.     
 

Ingredients 
200g candied citrus peel/glace cherries 

200g currant/chopped dried ready to eat  
apricots 

200g raisins/cranberries 

200g sultanas/mixed dried exotic fruit 

200g apples, peeled cored & chopped fairly 
small/pears 

200g shredded beef suet/vegetarian suet 

100g almonds/cashews/walnuts/hazelnuts – 
coarsely chopped 

150g brown sugar (demerara)/dark good  
quality chocolate 

150g soft dark sugar/muscovado/white  
granular sugar 

1 tsp cinnamon/ground nutmeg 

2 tsp ground mixed spice/ground ginger 

1 large lemon (zest & juice) 

1 large orange (zest & juice)  

125ml dark rum/whisky/port 

125ml brandy/various liqueur 

Method 
1. Put the dried fruit in a very large mixing bowl with apples, suet, almonds, 

sugar and spices.   
 
2. Grate the zest of the lemon into the bowl, then squeeze in the juice.  Tip in 

the citrus peel and the alcohol. 
 
3. Mix all the ingredients for the mincemeat very thoroughly.  Cover and leave 

to stand for 24hrs unless using immediately. 
 

4. Next day, pack the mincemeat into sterilised preserving jars.  Seal the jars 
tightly and store in a cool place. 
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MINCEMEAT PIES WITH BUTTER PASTRY 

Makes approximately 20 

Ingredients 

225g (8oz) Plain Flour 
175g (6oz) Butter cut into small Pieces 
15ml 1tbsp Caster Sugar 
1 Egg Medium separated 
½ Orange grated rind and juice 
350g – 400g (12oz – 1lb) mincemeat 
(you could make your own, recipe on facing 
page) 

30ml (2tbsp) Brandy (optional) 
Caster Sugar to dust 
Orange Zest strips to decorate 
 
Method 

1.   Preheat oven to 200C (400F or Gas mark 6). 
 
2.  To prepare pastry sieve the flour into a medium bowl and rub in the  
 butter until the mixture resembles fine breadcrumbs. 
 
3. Dissolve the caster sugar in the egg yolk with 10ml (2tsp) orange juice.  
 Add the flour mixture with the grated rind of ½ an orange.  Mix together 
 with a round blade knife to form a firm dough. 
 
4. Turn onto a lightly floured surface and knead lightly until smooth.  Roll 
 out the pastry to about 0.5cm (1/4 inch) thick.  Cut out about 20 rounds 
 using a 7.5cm (3 inch) fluted cutter and same number of smaller rounds 
 with a 5.5cm (2½ inch) fluted cutter. 
 

5. Line deep patty tins with the pastry and place heaped 5ml (1 tsp) of 
 mincemeat mixed with Brandy if included into each base. 
 

6. Dampen the edges of each tart with water and place the smaller rounds 
 firmly in position on top of the pies and seal well. 
 

7. Lightly beat the remaining egg white and glaze each mincemeat pie  
 before making a small hole in the top with a skewer. 
  

8.  Bake in preheated oven for about 15 mins until golden brown.   
 Immediately sprinkle with caster sugar and orange zest strips and leave 
 to cool on a wire rack. 
 

Dorothy Leamon 
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Lyndhurst and District 
 

 

 

 

www.u3asites.org.uk/lyndhurst 
 

OUR NEXT MEETING  
 

WEDNESDAY 11TH NOVEMBER 2020 
 

2.30 
 

Guest Speaker:  David Russell 
 

Operation Mincemeat: A major deception by British  
Intelligence that changed the course of World War II. 

 

**********     
The following meeting will be on 9

th
 December 2020, the speaker 

will be Jeremy Prescott who will talk about the Poppy and its  
significance in Remembrance. 

 

********** 
During these difficult times many of our interest groups are not 

able to meet but when we are able to we offer 
 

GOLF :  BRIDGE  :  CREATIVE WRITING  :   SPANISH  :  MAH JONG  : 
GENEALOGY : BOARD GAMES : CONVERSATIONAL FRENCH : DAYS OUT : 

BOOK CLUB : BAKE CLUB : LUNCH CLUB : GARDENING :  
LEISURE CYCLING 

    
********** 

 

Please note, none of our monthly meetings are being held at Lyndhurst  
Community Centre. We are having virtual meetings on Zoom. We look  
forward to being able to welcome new members, hopefully in the near  

future.  
 

http://www.u3asites.org.uk/lyndhurst
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 A Stitch in Time EST. 1989 

 
  Meadowsweet, 
  Chapel Lane 
  Lyndhurst 
  SO43 7FF 
 

  Email: sali@forestac.co.uk 
  Tel. 023 8028 3969 

 

 
  Curtains, blinds, upholstery, loose covers, 
  soft furnishings, alterations and repairs. 

                                           
                                          Reg no: 303615                                          Reg no: 10042 

 

Jeremy Gailor Plumbing and Heating 
 

Your local experienced plumbing and heating engineer. 
All aspects of plumbing undertaken: 

 

Gas 
Oil 

LPG 
Bathrooms 

Unvented cylinders 
 

Boiler services, repairs & upgrades 
 

Chartered Institute of Plumbing and Heating Engineers  
registered plumber 

 
 

   Tel: 023 8029 2550    Mob: 07855916078 
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             The Winter Garden And The New Rule of Six  
 

Putting the garden to bed for winter often begins with the borders but invariably  

autumn is a good time to look at sprucing up our patios too. This year especially, local 

lockdown rules may mean that our socialising becomes limited to the outside. Having a 

garden that has year long functionality is well worth the investment, and having a good 

hardstanding is the start.  

 

Natural stone patios have been a popular and affordable trend over the last couple of 

decades, in particular sandstone. The advantage of natural stone is that no two stones 

are the same. Each slab is different in tone and texture, from shades of creams, 

through to browns, greens and greys. But the downside is their maintenance. Being so 

porous, they absorb water over winter that creates 

algae growth on the surface that looks unsightly. 

Left untreated over a period of time, this becomes 

slippery in winter and can be dangerous. We 

would not recommend sandstone paving on north 

facing or shady patios; the longer they take to dry 

out, the more slippery they get. The solution to 

this is to clean and seal the stone and now is the 

perfect time before the damp sets in. To clean 

sandstone you can jet wash the surface before sealing. This can blow out the concrete 

joints between slabs which if not repointed, can cause the slabs to shift. There are 

chemical cleaners that can be used with a brush but this involves a lot of elbow 

grease! Coating the entire patio with a sealant fills in the pores and therefore reduces 

moisture absorption, prolonging the look of the patio.   If this annual job feels like it is 

becoming a bit of a chore to you then perhaps it’s time for a change and choosing a 

suitable material is the start. If you love natural stone 

then look at limestone as an alternative to sandstone. It 

is less porous and with sealant, should require a little 

less maintenance.  

 

However, the biggest game changer in the last few 

years is outdoor porcelain. People are always nervous 

of porcelain in the garden as they think of their kitchens 

and they believe it will be slippery when wet. On the 

contrary, outdoor porcelain is anything but slippery! The 

tiles are moulded with a textured surface that is often 

hard to see and being non porous, they will never need 

a clean or suffer from ingrained algae, even in damp 

places.   
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When porcelain first appeared on the market, it was expensive and limited in colour 

and texture. However, increased competition means the range of tiles available are 

not only affordable but in a vast range of textures and colours. Whatever your style, 

some are very contemporary and some are moulded to replicate natural stone, even 

with fossils!  

With the product chosen, it’s time to replan the 

space.Think carefully about how your existing patio func-

tions for you. Is it big enough? How does the proportion of 

the patio fit in with the size of the garden? Ideally a patio 

should accommodate a third of an average sized garden 

and you should allow at least one metre around any dining 

table for safe use of chairs. Don’t forget room for sofas, 

parasols, bbqs and fire pits too! Then think about the 

shape. Compliment the shapes of your borders with the 

shape of your patio to achieve unity and flow. Curved bor-

ders look fabulous leading from a curved patio whilst 

straight borders sit perfectly with a linear patio giving a 

clean, sharp look.  

 

 

 

And finally, having refreshed your patio, don’t 

save it just for summer! There are fantastic 

ranges of waterproof and weatherproof garden 

furniture that can be kept outside all year, in-

cluding cushion pads. Add some mood lighting, 

a string of fairy lights, a fire pit or patio heater, 

a basket of snuggly throws and cushions. 

Missing the cinema? As the clocks change, 

why not make the most of the early dark nights 

with an outdoor movie? There are many afford-

able portable projectors that connect to laptops 

or phones these days. Simply hang a white 

sheet on a fence or wall, stream your favourite 

film and snuggle up! Anyone for popcorn?  

 

 

 

 

 

Bridget—Go Botanical 
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FOREST GROUPS TO TAKE FURTHER ACTION TO PROTECT  

NEW FOREST BEAUTY SPOT   
 

A group of New Forest organisations have agreed an urgent action plan to protect Hatchet 

Pond, one of the UK’s most important ponds for nature and renowned local beauty spot which 

is under major threat from pollution and over-use. Works at the pond started in 2019 but un-

precedented pressures experienced during 

the easing of lockdown has accelerated the 

plans by Forestry England, Freshwater  

Habitats Trust, and Natural England.  

Hatchet Pond is the New Forest’s largest 

body of fresh water and home to some of 

the rarest wetland plants and freshwater  

animals long since lost from many other 

parts of the UK. As the most wildlife rich 

pond remaining in lowland England, it has 

the highest possible conservation status as 

both a Site of Special Scientific Interest and a Special Area for Conservation and maintaining 

the health of the pond is a legal requirement.  

Analysis of the Pond clearly shows that the health of the water, and plants and wildlife that 

rely on it, are in decline. Pollution is being caused by a number of factors; the area around the 

Pond is rapidly eroding allowing silt to drain into it from the very busy car park, large 

amounts of material being thrown in to feed birds and bait fish, and a sharp rise in people and 

dogs entering the water disturbing sediment and releasing trapped chemicals. Erosion of the 

surrounding banks has also led to regular flooding of the car park raising a major risk of  

pollution from the toilet block.  

Actions to improve the water quality began in 2019. These included an Environmental DNA 

survey of the fish within the Pond followed by the removal of non-native carp, a process  

repeated in 2020.  
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Changes were also made to the car park to help prevent drainage flowing directly into the 

pond, and increased signage installed highlighting the prohibition of activities including 

water sports, swimming and petting or feeding livestock.   

However, problems here reached a critical point during the recent easing of lockdown 

with unprecedented numbers of people visiting the location and a steep increase in  

prohibited activities including wild camping, littering, the use of BBQs and campfires, 

swimming, kayaking and paddle boarding. Forestry England, the New Forest National 

Park Authority and the emergency services significantly increased patrols at Hatchet Pond 

throughout this period. 

The urgent plan agreed by Forest organisations aims to increase protection of the site and 

covers a range of measures designed to halt the decline and restore this special place.  

Actions include relocating the car park, subject to planning consent, away from the Pond 

edge whilst retaining views over it. The toilet block will also be removed to reduce the 

major risk of pollution with alternative public toilets available in nearby Beaulieu, 

Brockenhurst and Lymington.  

There will also be a focus on improved information and signage at the Pond highlighting 

its conservation status and importance, together with increased engagement with the  

public to encourage them to help protect this special place.  
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It’s planting season! 

There’s an old saying: ‘The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second best time is 
now.’ 
 

The traditional planting season for most trees and shrubs is between November and March. If 
you’re thinking about planting a tree on your property, now’s the time to do it. Choose the right 
tree for the right place and why not consider a British native such as oak, beech, holly, birch or 
yew, which are all typical of the New Forest? 
 

Over the years, trees have been used for many things in the Forest. They provide us with shelter, 
fodder for livestock, food for humans, and charcoal for fire. They are havens for wildlife, and 
the fascinating world of fungi depends on them too.  
 

Trees also play an ever-increasing role in combating climate change by capturing carbon, im-
proving air quality and can help in reducing flood risk. 
 

The New Forest National Park is lucky to have a variety of different soils which are able to sup-
port a diverse range of trees. There’s acid heathland with occasional pockets of clay in the open 
Forest; deep loamy alluvial soils along river valleys and the sandy gravel coastal environment. 
 

Most common native trees will grow in people’s gardens as well as on the open Forest. It’s a 
case of choosing the right species of tree for the right location and the right reason for planting 
it. For example, take soil types and proximity to buildings into account along with the desired 
use and ultimate size of the tree. If you’re thinking of adding one to your property, just make 
sure that ground preparation, planting and aftercare is properly planned. If in doubt, please seek 
professional advice. 
 

Did you know? 
 

Around 1,000 ancient trees have been recorded in the New Forest National Park. This is  
believed to be the highest concentration of ancient trees in Western Europe. 
 

Ancient oaks may be up to 800 years old, while beech can reach 400 years. The most ancient of 
all are yews, some of which are thought to be over 1,000 years old.   
 

Ancient trees are home to a host of wildlife. Their twisted bark, hollows and dead wood provide 
a multitude of specialist habitats, including nest sites for birds like the redstart. 
 

The New Forest is one of the most important areas in Britain and Europe for lichens, beetles, 
bats and fungi dependent on very old trees, including many rare and threatened species. 

Maria Court 
Nik Gruber 

Mark Heighes 
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Including Minstead,  
Emery Down, Bank and Brook 

  
Due to Covid-19 Lyndhurst  

Neighbourcare is no longer able to 
operate because we have no active 

drivers under the age of 70. 
 

If you are under 70 and would  
consider driving for us, please call 

0845 0945 818 and leave your 
name and telephone number and 

we will call you back. 
 

Thank you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• All aspects of interior and exterior work undertaken 

• Private and commercial properties 

• Fully qualified and insured 
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Make Hope Visible (www.eternalwall.org.uk) 
 

“Anyone who comes to Him(God)  must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who 
earnestly seek Him.” (Hebrews 11v6) 

 
Back in 1988 we needed a bigger home, particularly to give our twin sons their own space 
(Parents of twins will understand). At the time there were simply no affordable  4 bedroom 
houses available. It was hopeless. Already defeated, we prayed and put our house up for sale. 
Simultaneously a 4 bedroom house along the road came on the market. Right price! We had 
not sold ours, though. I knew the bigger house would be snapped up instantly. We viewed it 
anyway. It would suit our needs. The owner explained she was divorcing and downsizing. On 
her table were our house details. After selling she was going to ask to view it. So we swapped 
houses. What a wonderful answer to our earnest prayer of little faith!   
 
This is a true story and there will be many more – one million, in fact – to be read on the  
Eternal Wall of Answered Prayer. After 16 years planning permission has been granted for this 
enormous work of art to be constructed between the M6 and M42 at the heart of the nation. 
By 2022 it will rise skywards a staggering 51 metres. Each of the one million bricks will tell a 
story of hope, of answered prayer from 600AD to the present age and anyone will be able to 
access these stories with their mobile phone. Nobody knew during those 16 years how vital 
this witness to the loving kindness of our Father God would be right now to a nation - a world 
– in the grip of fear and hopelessness. 
 
God, in His mercy, has responded with compassion to the anguished cries of countless  
millions through Time who, having given Him no acknowledgement, then called for the first 
time in a moment of desperation: “Please God, if you are there . . . “  
 
Yet the Bible reveals that it is within  relationship that God longs to answer: for those who  
believe that He exists, that He is good, that He cares and understands completely. He longs to 
respond to those who choose to call Him ‘Father’, who have pushed open the door of heaven 
that Jesus unlocked by his death, making communion possible. 
 
Prayer is simply being with God - an attitude of attentive listening,  rejoicing, crying, being 
silent when there are no words. And asking.  Someone has said:” Prayer is not overcoming 
God’s reluctance; it is laying hold of God’s willingness.” 
 
It is also true that we all live with unanswered prayer. The same God who gave us a home in a 

truly extraordinary way has said a painful ‘no’ to other hopes and dreams. He remains a mys-

tery – for He is God. Holding to what we have proven by experience, we must learn to trust in 

His goodness despite the pain that we cannot understand. There is no other way to know 

peace. 
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Airport Transfer ~ Cruise / Ferry Terminal ~ Train Station 
Heathrow ~ Gatwick ~ Southampton ~ Bournemouth ~ Luton ~ 

Stansted 
Restaurant ~ Hotel ~ Hospital ~ Long Distance ~ Business Travel  

Business accounts available. 
 

We take pride in offering a local Friendly, Efficient and Reliable taxi  
service to the Lyndhurst,  New Forest and surrounding areas.  

 

 Our Vehicles can carry up to 6 Passengers and we are fully insured and  
licenced by New Forest District Council. 

 

Call us for a quote or to book on   02380 814876 ~ 07587 003091 
 

www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk  
www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire 

 

~ Now accepting debit and credit cards ~ 

http://www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire
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Dorset artists support appeal to restore Wareham Forest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A group of Dorset artists have come together to help restore Wareham Forest after 
a devastating fire tore through it earlier this year. Broadstone Art Society have 
launched an online exhibition of striking drawings and paintings, many using char-
coal from the fire itself and are donating proceeds from their sale to the Wareham 
Forest restoration appeal. The Forest Fire Exhibition can be viewed 
at www.broadstoneartsociety.com. 

The wildfire at Wareham Forest in May, believed to have been started by  

disposable BBQs, burnt for over two weeks and destroyed over 200 hectares. By its 
end, it had scorched heathland, destroyed woodlands and wiped out critical habitats 

for wildlife across an area equivalent to the size of 350 football pitches. The Forest 
will take several decades to fully recover. 
  

Artworks created by the Broadstone Art Society capture the voracity of the fire and 
the incredible effort of fire fighters, totalling around 150 at the fire’s peak, to tackle 

the blaze. Others focus on the positivity of new growth starting to appear as nature 
slowly begins to reclaim the area affected by the fire. 

  
 

Chris Clark After the Fire, Nature Re-
claims in acrylic paint and charcol from 
the Wareham Forest fire 

http://www.broadstoneartsociety.com/
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Wareham Forest is one of the UK’s most important sites for nature and conservation, 
with much of it designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest. It is one of the few 
places where it is still possible to find all six of the UK’s native reptiles, including the 
endangered smooth snake and sand lizard, and it is home to many rare species of 
birds and insects. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Forestry England have launched an appeal to help restore the area 
www.forestryengland.uk/help-wareham-forest and have received many generous of-
fers of help and support, from those in the local community and beyond. The appeal is 
co-ordinating these efforts with a focus on raising funds to help replant areas, and 
support wildlife recover by creating new breeding sites for rare reptiles and placing 
bat boxes and other artificial nests in the affected areas. 

  
Funds raised by the appeal will also be used to help protect the area from fire in the 
future by creating new fire breaks and investing in additional fire-fighting equipment  
and animal rescue kits. 

Carol Trevarton Burning in watercolour 

http://www.forestryengland.uk/help-wareham-forest
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Brain Teaser Answers 
 
1. Sand box 

2. Man overboard 

3. I understand 

4. Reading between the lines 

5. Long underwear 

6. Cross roads 

7. Down town 

8. Tricycle 

9. Split level 

10. Three  degrees below zero 

11. Neon lights 

12. Circles under the eyes 

13. High chair 

14. Paradise 

15. Touch down 

16. Five feet under ground 

17. Mind over matter 

18. He’s beside himself 

19. Backward glance 

20. Life after death 

21. GI overseas 

22. Short programme 

23. See through blouse 

24. Just between you and me  
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News from Lyndhurst Village Decorations Committee 
 
Christmas is coming so please put Saturday 14

th
 & Sunday 

15
th
 November in your diaries. 

 
This is when the Christmas Trees will need to be be-decked 
with lights and put up in the Village. 
 
Volunteers welcome from 9-00am outside the Fox & Hounds. 
We may need to work in small groups to comply with social  
distancing. 
 
For more information please contact George Bisson. 
Tel:- 023 8028 2517 or e-mail georgebisson@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

FOOD BANK NEWS AND GETTING 
READY FOR CHRISTMAS 

     
 

                        
200 food boxes delivered so far 
The food bank has delivered close to 200 food boxes across the village, thanks to the support of 
Lyndhurst Welfare Charity and the generosity of our residents who have made financial  
donations and donations of food, toiletries and household item to our collection point at the  
Co-Op. 
Donations of festive goodies welcome 
The food bank team is planning ahead and starting to think about Christmas.  We welcome  
donations of festive goodies and small gifts so we can spread some festive cheer across the  
village during a festive season which may be a little less festive, for some people, than we would 
like. 
Ideas for festive goodies include biscuits, chocolates, cakes, savoury snacks, pickles and chutney, 
toiletries, small toys, Christmas crackers etc. (Please check that sell by dates extend beyond  
December for any food items.) 
Financial donations  
If you would like to make a financial donation please do so by bank transfer to: 
Lyndhurst Welfare Charity 
Santander 
Sort code: 09-01-55 
Account: 09685706 
Or by cheque payable to Lyndhurst Welfare Charity, c/o 59 The Meadows, Lyndhurst SO437EJ. 
If you would like an acknowledgement please email your details to  
lyndhurstwelfare@outlook.com. 

Charity no. 206647  

tel:-
mailto:georgebisson@tiscali.co.uk
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THE MEADOWS, LYNDHURST  

We turn up when we say we will! 
 

BATHROOMS 
DESIGN, SUPPLY + FITTING 

 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

ELECTRIC SHOWERS, TAPS, PUMPS  
 

TILING & LAMINATE FLOORING 
 

PAINTING 
 

KITCHENS 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!!! 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
“I RUN A LOCAL FAMILY COMPANY OFFERING  

EXCELLENT SERVICE  
& REALISTIC PRICES TO MEET YOUR BUDGET” 

Call Mike today 
 

07990 857239  02380 284405  
mwkinna@hotmail.com 
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Lyndhurst Community Centre is run by the Lyndhurst and District Community  
Association, an independent charitable association.  Charity number 301883 
 
NB Lyndhurst & District Community Association or Lyndhurst Community Centre in no way endorse or 
sponsor the advertisers or advertisements in the ‘What’s On’ magazine.  

DIRECTORY     useful numbers and other contact details 

Lyndhurst Community Centre    023 8028 2267 
                admin@lyndhurstcomm.org 
                www.lyndhurstcomm.org 
Computer learning sessions     01425 272593 
(over 50s)            cjar200@gmail.com 
 

Lyndhurst Parish Council      clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 
           The council’s website has many useful   
           links to other local organisations.      
           www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 

 

Lyndhurst Surgery        023 8028 2689 
                www.lyndhurstsurgery.org.uk 
 

Midforest Vets          023 8028 2358 (inc. out of hours) 
                www.midforestvets.co.uk 
 

Neighbourcare          0845 0945 818 
 

Disability Information Service    01425 628750 (helpline) 
 

Citizens Advice Bureau       0844 411 1306 
                www.citizensadvice.org.uk 
 

Churches 
Baptist Church           023 8028 4426 
Our Lady & St Edward (R.C.)     023 8028 2011 
St Michael & All Angels (CofE)    023 8028 3175 
 

Schools 
New Forest Small School      023 8028 4415 
St Michael & All Angels (Infants)   023 8028 2244 
Lyndhurst Pre-School        023 8028 2986 
   

New Forest Centre         023 8028 3444 (office)  
                023 8028 6153 (reference library) 
                www.newforestcentre.org.uk 
 

New Forest National Park Authority 01590  646600 
                www.newforestnpa.gov.uk 
 

New Forest District Council     023 8028 5000 
                www.newforest.gov.uk 
Events listings 
Both the District Council and National Park websites have listings of events taking 
place in the local area.   
Other sites include:          www.newforestexplorersguide.co.uk 
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