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Lyndhurst and District Community Association 

Lyndhurst Community Centre 
Main car park, off High Street, 
LYNDHURST, 
Hampshire, SO43 7NY 

Tel. 023 8028 2267 
admin@lyndhurstcomm.org 

www.lyndhurstcomm.org 

CENTRE REPORT 
 

 

The Community Centre is stirring into life and we are now running a COVID-secure environ-
ment.  It’s been lovely to welcome you back into the Centre and see some friendly faces 
again.   Several activity classes have re-started, such as Zumba, Yoga, Table Tennis and Active 
Lifestyle, although all those wishing to take part must contact the class organisers as  
obviously, with social distancing, numbers are a little more limited. 
 

The Book Fair returned on the 19th September, a little down on tables but still a good turn-
out.  You may also be glad to know that our Centre book sales have now re-opened,  but 
please do respect social distancing and use the hand gel provided.   
 

There will be a lovely Dolls House and Miniatures Fair on Sunday, 11th October, please do try 
to come along and support this if you can. 
 

Some more good news is that we are hoping to run a trial return of Film Night!  This will be 
on Friday, October 23rd, please see more details on pages 4 and 5.   However, this will of 
course be subject to Government guidelines which, at the time of writing, might now pre-
vent this from going ahead—we really hope not, but of course with the current changing  
situation our priority is to keep everyone safe and well.    
 

Regular updates on what’s happening at the Centre can be found on our website  
(www.lyndhurstcomm.org). 
 

At present, payment for books and tickets will have to be by cash or cheque, with larger pay-
ments by bank transfer please as we do not have the facility to accept payment by card. 
 

We would also like to remind you that What’s On is now also available through our website 
online (www.lyndhurstcomm.org) where it can be viewed in full colour.  This is particularly 
nice for our gardening and nature articles.   You may also like to consider placing an advert in 
our magazine for your local business.  Our rates are very reasonable and with the online  
version circulation is increased from the 1400 we currently deliver.  Please contact the office 
for more details (02380 282267). 
 

We are aware that not everyone had access to the online magazines so we have included a 
word search and recipe from the June and July issues.   A couple of the quizzes will follow in 
future magazines. 
 

Have a good October and keep safe —it doesn’t seem possible that Autumn is here already! 
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CLERK’S CORNER  

OCTOBER 2020 
 

 

 
 
We are now back to face to face meetings at Lyndhurst Community Centre having held 
our first meeting since March on 8 September.  It was good to see everyone again and I 
feel we achieved a lot during the evening, with a very full agenda.  The Parish Council has 
decided that until March 2021 we will only hold meetings every two months.  Therefore 
our next meeting will be in November 2020 followed by meetings in January and March 
2021.  If this arrangement proves successful it is likely that it will remain in place with 
Planning Committee meetings continuing to be held monthly. 
 
The first item of note to mention is that the Revd Dr Caroline Wilkins has resigned as a 
Councillor so we now start the process of recruiting a new Parish Councillor.  The 
statutory notice from NFDC has been placed on all our noticeboards and our website to 
see if there are ten residents who would like an election to take place.  If this is not 
requested by 28 September the Parish Council will be free to co-opt a new Councillor.  
Residents will be invited to apply for the vacancy and candidates will be interviewed, 
with a candidate selected by secret ballot.   
 
The Parish Council would like to thank Caroline for all the work she undertook during her 
12 years as a Councillor, particularly with campaigns to save Cranleigh Paddock and the 
building formerly known as the Lyndhurst Park Hotel. 
 
Due to various factors, mainly involving waiting on other organisations for some 
answers, nothing has moved on very much with Recreation items either at Coles Mead 
or Great Mead but we will keep you informed as soon as we have more information. 
 
An amount of £5,000 has been allocated towards financing a toilet in the Chapel.  There 
have already been some public donations towards the cost of the work and if you are 
interested in funding the project please get in touch.  The total cost is likely to be in the 
region of £8,000 and it is hoped work will take place next Spring, in the financial year 
commencing April 2021. 
 
With regard to our 2021 Calendar, I am hopeful that by the time you are reading this 
column it will be on its way or even with us.  Copies will once again be distributed to 
every home in the parish and will also be available for sale at £5 each.  Please contact 
me (details at the end) if you would like to purchase calendars.  If any of you would like 
to assist with distribution around the villages I would be delighted to hear from you.  We 
are also looking at the possibility of providing a stained glass window in the Chapel. 
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Due to the fact that earlier in the year tenants had items stolen from their sheds in the 
allotment gardens, we will be funding four cameras to keep a watchful eye over our 
allotments at Pikes Hill.  These will be wildlife cameras similar to the ones used by 
Forestry England.  Our new “Allotment Year” commences on 1 October 2020 so if you are 
thinking of taking an allotment please get in touch.  We will have large and small plots 
available – something to suit everyone. 
 
Like all other organisations we are now obliged to produce a mass of governance 
procedures, the latest being a Pandemic Risk Assessment and this was agreed at our 
September meeting.  This can be found on our website along with a large number of other 
documents we have had to produce in the last few years. 
 
NFDC have a pot of money available to Parish Councils who have ideas of how to help the 
High Street now that it is open for business again.  We are making a bid for some money 
to finance a street cleaner to make our High Street a more attractive place to visit.  We 
will also be working with our District Councillor, Hilary Brand, on other ideas to make the 
centre of the village more attractive wherever possible and I should have more news in 
the coming months.   
 
If you do need to visit our office please bring a face covering with you and be aware that 
we are practicing social distancing.  Carole and I are opening the office on a fairly regular 
basis now although I am still working from home part of the time.  You are always 
welcome to telephone me there when I am not in the office. 
 
We have a new group in Lyndhurst which sees the coming together of the Lyndhurst 
Community Hub, Lyndhurst Welfare Charity, Lyndhurst Food Bank, Lyndhurst & District 
Community Association and Lyndhurst Parish Council to share ideas and resources whilst 
we get through the COVID-19 pandemic.  More information to come next month and as 
the group evolves. 
 
I will end this month’s column with a quirky little piece that Claire Wickens found whilst 
researching historical information on the High Street for us.  Apparently I am following in 
the footsteps of a previous Parish Council Clerk who, in 1885 was seeking tenders for the 
erection of the Lych Gate at the entrance to the new burial ground (now our Cemetery).  
His address was Crown Buildings, Lyndhurst which is in the same block as our office at 13 
High Street.  Technically this would have been the burial board as they administered the 
Cemetery until the advent of Parish Councils in 1894. I wonder how much the Clerk’s role 
has changed in that time! 
 
 
Margaret Weston, Clerk to Lyndhurst Parish Council, 13 High Street, Lyndhurst SO43 7BB 
(telephone: 023 8028 4928/email: clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk). 
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   LEARN TO LINE DANCE 
                       

Friendly and fun beginners line dance classes. 
 

Lyndhurst Community Centre 
Tuesdays 7pm – 8.30pm 

 
Contact Charlotte Dawson on 07932 620758  

email: charlotte@surginet.org.uk for further information 
 

Come along and join in the fun way to dance with no need for a partner!! 
 

Compliant with Government COVID-19 Guidance 

mailto:charlotte@surginet.org.uk
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RELIABLE MAN WITH VAN 

 

 
Available for light removals,  

deliveries of bulky items, parcels, packages etc.  

Includes evenings and weekends. 
Please call Gary 

Mob. 07812 671876 
or 023 8066 3170 

 PJB 
 
 
 

 
IS YOUR GUTTERING OVERFLOWING? 

DOWNPIPE BLOCKED? 
DEBRIS—LEAVES—MOSS 

 

TO GET THEM CLEARED AND  
FREE-FLOWING AGAIN  

  

CALL 07818 414625 
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Add 3 Minutes to Forest Car Journeys this Winter 

 

New Forest organisations are urging drivers to be extra careful this winter to 

tackle the peak in animal accidents at commuter times in the weeks after the 

clocks go back this month. 
 

They’re appealing to people to slow down and pass widely when approach-

ing animals grazing the roadside verges. Adding just three minutes to your 

journey is the equivalent to the extra time it takes to drive some of the most 

dangerous routes in the Forest at 30mph rather than 40mph. 
 

There were 58 animals killed last year on Forest roads. Most of the  

accidents are caused by local people on regular trips, with four main roads  

seeing the most accidents: 
 

• Lymington — Beaulieu — Dibden Purlieu 

• Brockenhurst — Sway 

• Burley — Picket Post 

• Cadnam — Godshill. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nigel Matthews, Head of Recreation Management and Learning at the New  

Forest National Park Authority, said: ‘To reduce the accidents, many things 

are done by several organisations all year round. At this peak time for  

accidents there will be prominent road warning signs, the mobile police 

speed camera van is out in the Forest day and night, and an online and  

media campaign urging drivers to slow down and add 3 minutes to their 

journey and to pass slow and wide.  
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Car window stickers and emergency hotline cards are available to highlight 

the issue and so people know who to call.’ 

 

Sue Westwood, Clerk to the Verderers, said: ‘The free-roaming livestock 

wander across and by the sides of roads day and night. Animals don’t have 

road sense so please help avoid accidents by driving slowly and carefully.   

 

‘Failing to report an accident with a commoner’s animal can lead to  

prosecution. The Verderers offer a reward of up to £5,000, payable to any-

one providing information which leads to the successful prosecution of a 

driver responsible for a hit and run accident.’ 

 

Charlotte Lines, Acting Chairman of the Commoners’ Defence Association, 

whose members own the animals, said: ‘The free-roaming animals grazing 

the New Forest gives us the landscape which we see today, without them 

the Forest would not be as diverse and rich with  species-rich habitats. 

 

‘It’s vital that our animals are free to roam widely as they have done for 

centuries and therefore roads and verges aren’t fenced off. We all need to 

drive carefully, especially at night.’ 
 

Thanks to people working hard together to reduce the number of acci-

dents, there has been a downward trend over the last five years, but one 

accident is too many.  So please, pass slow and wide. 

 

Maria Court  

New Forest National Part Authority 
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MINT GARDENS LTD 
 

Garden & landscape services 
 

All aspects of garden maintenance 
undertaken, including 
 

 grass and hedge cutting 
 garden clearance 

 planting & pruning 
 City & Guilds qualified 

 

Mob. 07890 625049 

info@mintgardensltd.co.uk 

www.mintgardensltd.co.uk 

 

  

Sofikas 
  

  

  
  
  
 

 
 
 

 
 

65a High Street 
Lyndhurst 
SO43 7BE 

023 8028 2571 
  

sofikas@btconnect.com 
Or find me on facebook 

Womenswear, Menswear, Shoes  
& Accessories 

 
 Autumn season now in stock…… 

      Marco Tozzi boots now in……. 
 

       20% Off with this advert! 



15 

 

ROLAND FARMERS 
FULLY QUALIFIED DECORATOR 

(City & Guilds & Advanced Crafts) 
 

Your local craftsman with over 30 years experience.  

Specialising in interior decorating & painted furniture. 

All types and sizes of work considered. 

Fully insured. Competitive rates. 

 

For a no obligation quotation contact Roland on: 
Tel. 023 8081 4196   Mobile. 07791 503699 

Woodside Cottage, Minstead, Lyndhurst SO43 7GB   
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WORD SEARCH—THE PUB CRAWL 

N F S K C F F R T N H E H S A R C S T N 
R C R M I A E L U O L A D T E S O H H O 
O D A L R D T S E S O N Y H A R A I R G 
C R L R R A G A I U U H C W O E C P E A 
Y Y O O P N N L N O R A S C A H H S E R 
E S V N I E E O H D O D K D I I A M T D 
L E E S A C N D T P F I E G E K N R U N 
R N I S I M N T D P N I H L A R D A N E 
A R O L S A Y R E G M C D O Y H H S S E 
B C A I E A O E H R O A L D G S O R N R 
N D R R L F P A L R S A H U L B R E A G 
H A A O D D M M N R Y A O L M E S T K A 
O H W N W A E E O O U L R A A P E S E M 
J C A S R N R R R C P B L M Q W S E C E 
R L Y M B A T A N D B A L L S D L R A K 
I T S E R S R E L L E V A R T R L O T E 
S T R U S T Y S E R V A N T P I E F C E 
L S M R A O O L R E T A W F V F B W H P 
T U R F C U T T E R S A R M S T H E E E 
D A E H S N E E U Q C O M P A S S N R R 

Reprinted from June What’s On Online  
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All the place names except THREE  can be found in the grid reading forwards, backwards, 
up, down or diagonally.  (Missing names on page 41). 
 
Which THREE  names cannot be found? 
 
ALICE LISLE                                    BAT AND BALL                           BELL              

BURLEY MANOR                            CARPENTERS ARMS                CAT AND FIDDLE 

COACH AND HORSES                    COMPASS                                  COMPASSES 

CROWN                                           DRIFT                                          ELM TREE 

FILLY                                                FLEUR DE LYS                             FORESTERS ARMS 

GAMEKEEPER                                GREEN DRAGON                       HARE AND HOUNDS 

HAYWAIN                                       HEATH                                         HIGH CORNER 

LAMB                                              LANDFORD POACHER               NEW FOREST 

PLOUGH                                         QUEENS HEAD                           RED LION 

RED ROVER                                   RED SHOOT                                 RISING SUN 

ROCKINGHAM  ARMS                 ROYAL OAK                                 SHIP 

SILVER HIND                                 SIR JOHN BARLEYCORN            SNAKECATCHER 

SWAN                                            THREE TUNS                               TRAVELLERS REST 

TRUSTY SERVANT                        TURFCUTTERS ARMS                 WALHAMPTON ARMS 

WATERLOO ARMS                       WHITE BUCK 

 

Ian Burnham 



20 

 



21 

 

 A Stitch in Time EST. 1989 

 
  Meadowsweet, 
  Chapel Lane 
  Lyndhurst 
  SO43 7FF 
 

  Email: sali@forestac.co.uk 
  Tel. 023 8028 3969 

 

 
  Curtains, blinds, upholstery, loose covers, 
  soft furnishings, alterations and repairs. 

                                           
                                          Reg no: 303615                                          Reg no: 10042 

 

Jeremy Gailor Plumbing and Heating 
 

Your local experienced plumbing and heating engineer. 
All aspects of plumbing undertaken: 

 

Gas 
Oil 

LPG 
Bathrooms 

Unvented cylinders 
 

Boiler services, repairs & upgrades 
 

Chartered Institute of Plumbing and Heating Engineers  
registered plumber 

 
 

   Tel: 023 8029 2550    Mob: 07855916078 
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             To Prune Or Not To Prune?  
 

It’s that time of year again, when we all have that desire to grab our secateurs and 

prune back everything in sight! We’re so eager to put our gardens into a state of hiber-

nation, that it’s easy to forget the beauty to be found in a winter garden. Maybe, this 

year we can hold back just a little, and allow some parts of our gardens to disappear 

more  

naturally. That way, even with winter approaching, we can still find solace and beauty 

all around us. 

 

If you need any inspiration over the coming 

months, there is still plenty around. We have 

some wonderful gardens locally to visit and  

explore. Exbury and Furzey Gardens have 

much to offer as autumn approaches, with 

some gorgeous foliage and spectacular trees.  

Japanese Acers and Liquidambar are at their 

best now, displaying the most amazing, autum-

nal colours. Mottisfont has a magical ‘winter  

garden’ with gorgeous flame coloured cornus 

and hellebores galore. Nearer to home, we 

have the New Forest right on our doorstep, with 

all its changing hues, smells and sounds. 

 

 

 

In our own gardens, many plants look rather  

beautiful as they begin to age; a bit like us!  

The delicate silhouettes of hydrangea flowers look 

gorgeous in winter, and act as frost protection for 

next year’s emerging buds. Leaves are beginning 

to decompose and enrich the soil beneath; na-

ture’s very own mulch. Berries, rose hips and 

seed heads will become a valuable food source 

for birds as winter approaches. Leftover foliage, 

ivy, twigs and branches can provide much needed 

winter shelter for wildlife. We all need to look after 

each other as the light fades and the days get 

colder. 
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At this time of year, grasses look rather majestic sway-

ing in the wind, and give a garden much needed height 

as everything else dies 

back. Evergreen plants 

and trees come into their 

own now and provide a 

lovely green backdrop to 

autumnal leaves, seed 

heads and winter stems 

as the seasons change. 

Shrubs such as  

pittosporum, hebes and 

viburnum look fabulous 

all year long.  
 

Now is the time to take a moment to stroll around your 

garden and note where you have gaps you might want 

to fill, or possibly brighten up with a container or planter.  

 
As your summer pots go over, it’s the perfect time 

to think of bulbs and what to plant for spring colour. 

Maybe a different selection or colour range from 

this year’s to mix things up? If you’ve got large or 

tall garden pots, why not try a ‘lasagne’ bulb ar-

rangement, with the later flowering bulbs at the bot-

tom and the earliest at the top. Tulips work really 

well, especially if you buy early and late flowering 

varieties. Good drainage at the bottom and enough 

room and soil between the layers will reward you 

with months of spring flowers. At the top, you can 

plant winter flowering plants such as pansies,  

ajuga, thyme or cyclamen to keep the colour going 

until the bulbs make their way through and around 

them. Winter and spring covered all in the same 

pot! 
 

It’s easy to feel a little sad at this time of year, especially when our gardens have 

brought us so much joy during lockdown this summer. If we can keep our autumn and 

winter gardens going just a little bit longer, it will be spring before we know it! Nature 

is a powerful force so let’s enjoy the rest of this year, look forward to spring, and in 

the meantime plan the garden of our dreams for 2021… 

 

Go Botanical 
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FASCINATING FUNGUS 

By Susan Smith, Forestry England Media Office 

 

From now until December is the perfect time for fungi. In a category all of their 

own, neither plant or animal, there are more than 3,000 different types in the UK 

and around 2,700 of these are found in the New Forest.  
 

Fungi include mushrooms, toadstools and moulds that come in a host of unusual 

colours, shapes and sizes. The mushrooms and toadstools you see on the forest 

floor and on trees are in fact only a tiny part of the whole fungus. These fruiting 

parts live above ground but the vast majority of the fungus lives out of sight,  

beneath the soil or in rotting wood.  
 

Fungi feed by absorbing decaying material such as leaves or dead or dying wood, 

making them natural recyclers. They reproduce through spores which they  

release into the air in large numbers.   
 

Fungi play an important role in the health of our  

forests and have a particularly interesting relation-

ship with trees. Many fungi live on the roots of 

trees and they supply each other with essential  

nutrients and minerals.  Many trees grow much  

better when fungi are supporting them, and certain 

types of woodland fungus like Boletus and Russula 

will only grow on specific types of trees.  
 

Many animals rely on fungi too. They provide food 

for some and are vital to many invertebrates to  

enable them to complete their lifecycle.  
 

A look through some of the species of fungi we 

have here in the New Forest creates a list of many 

weird and wonderful names including stinkhorn, false death cap, fly agaric,  

amethyst deceiver, cauliflower fungus and chicken of the woods! 

Chicken of the Woods by T Wilkins 
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All of these offer up wonderful displays of 

colour, patterns and shapes. 

 
All of these qualities make fungi a  

fascinating thing to spot and take photos 

of when you are out in the Forest.  

However, given just how important they 

are to trees and other plants we ask  

people to ensure they look but leave them 

in the ground. Commercial picking is 

strictly forbidden and we are grateful to 

members of the public who contact us if 

they suspect this may be taking place. 
 

 

It’s important to remember that out of the 3,000 types of fungi only around 

50 are edible. A number of the fungi here in the New Forest are extremely 

poisonous. Others are so rare and vulnerable they’re included in the protected  

species list making it illegal to pick them – even for scientific reasons.  
 

 

Fungi are extremely photogenic and this is a great time of year to spot and  

enjoy their display. Leaving them in the ground will allow others to also spot 

and enjoy them and help our woodlands benefit from these truly amazing  

fungi.  

 
For more information about the New Forest please visit 
www.forestryengland.uk/new-forest  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Chanterelle 

  Fly Agaric 

http://www.forestryengland.uk/new-forest
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Including Minstead,  
Emery Down, Bank and Brook 

  
Due to Covid-19 Lyndhurst  

Neighbourcare is no longer able to 
operate because we have no active 

drivers under the age of 70. 
 

If you are under 70 and would  
consider driving for us, please call 

0845 0945 818 and leave your 
name and telephone number and 

we will call you back. 
 

Thank you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• All aspects of interior and exterior work undertaken 

• Private and commercial properties 

• Fully qualified and insured 
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“The Lord delights in those who fear(acknowledge, reverence) Him, who put 
their hope in His UNFAILING LOVE”  

(Psalm 147 v11)  
 

Jacob watches his sons disappear in a haze of heat  .  .  . They go to Egypt to buy, to beg, for 
food. Will he see them again? Freed slaves gaze at the barren, unforgiving desert, longing to 
return to the security of captivity. A widow stoops to gather sticks for her last fire, weary of 
the struggle to keep herself and her son fed. Thousands, hungry for the words of Jesus, line 
the hillside with nothing to eat as the light threatens to fade  .  .  .  
 

Hagar needs to know that God sees her; Abraham needs a ram to sacrifice instead of his 
child; a bleeding woman needs just to touch the edge of Jesus’ cloak to be healed; wretched 
Peter has a desperate need to be forgiven and restored .  .  .   
 

The Bible bulges with hunger and need of every kind. Page after page: the human condition. 
That’s us. 
 

Near the beginning of the Bible Moses has an encounter with a burning bush that will not 
burn. He hears God say: “I have seen the misery of my people … I have heard them crying … I 
am concerned about their suffering … so I have come down to rescue them …”(Exodus 3v7) 
 

 And this, too, permeates the pages of scripture: a God who sees, who hears, who loves and 
who is active in meeting the needs of those who choose to call him “Father” and entrust 
their lives to Him. God knows our needs before we tell Him – before we know them our-
selves; God delights to meet our needs; He alone is able to meet all our needs – the greatest 
of which is to have a way back to Himself through Jesus, who said: 
 

“Do not worry about these things, saying ‘What shall we eat? What shall we drink? What will 
we wear? These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father al-
ready knows all your needs. Seek the Kingdom of God above all else and live righteously and 
He will give you everything you need. So don’t worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 
bring its own worries.” (Matthew 6 v31-34) 
 

God meets needs with generosity and kindness, not according to what we do or do not  
deserve.  His help is unique, so that there is no doubt where it comes from; often in unex-
pected ways we would never think of and according to His timescale, not ours – usually when 
we have given up on all human help. The Bible bulges with examples of God meeting need – 
and so does the 21st century, in the middle of a Covid nightmare that appears to have no end.  
 

So the message for you today is: don’t despair. There is a God at the ready. He won’t inter-
fere, so reach out, call Him “Father” and claim all that the Bible promises those who trust in 
Jesus. 
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Airport Transfer ~ Cruise / Ferry Terminal ~ Train Station 
Heathrow ~ Gatwick ~ Southampton ~ Bournemouth ~ Luton ~ 

Stansted 
Restaurant ~ Hotel ~ Hospital ~ Long Distance ~ Business Travel  

Business accounts available. 
 

We take pride in offering a local Friendly, Efficient and Reliable taxi  
service to the Lyndhurst,  New Forest and surrounding areas.  

 

 Our Vehicles can carry up to 6 Passengers and we are fully insured and  
licenced by New Forest District Council. 

 

Call us for a quote or to book on   02380 814876 ~ 07587 003091 
 

www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk  
www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire 

 

~ Now accepting debit and credit cards ~ 

http://www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire
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NATURE IN OCTOBER 
 

October sees the number of our daylight hours and ambient temperatures reduce. But 
more importantly, it also sees the start of the spectacular autumn deer rut. Of which, 
only two of our deer species are truly native. These two, are the larger red deer and 
smaller roe deer, both of which are widespread throughout the New Forest and  
Hampshire. 
 
Each autumn rut is about securing the next generation and for the stags it is about  
securing the maximum number of hinds to mate with, ensuring that their genes are 
passed down. The hinds are also selective and will look for the stag with the biggest 
vocal chords and biggest antlers and who is strongest, in terms of fighting off their 
competition. The stags do size one another up first, before engaging with their antlers 
in a series of head butts and full on fights, pushing their competitor out of their  
territory. The sizing up is done first for intimidation, as these fine animals do not want 
to risk injury that can be caused when fighting commences. 

 
Roe deer buck on the New Forest 
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The UK hosts five species of deer and the introduced species are; the fallow deer 
(introduced from mainland Europe by the Normans), the sika deer (introduced in the 
latter part of the 19th century from Asia), and the muntjac deer (which are escapee  
descendants from Woburn Park in Bedfordshire).  Over the years, the fallow deer  
especially, has developed several different colour derivatives to include white and even 
a black, but usually have a pale dappled coat.  The sika deer look similar to the fallow 
deer in their body shape but are generally darker in colour and in winter they appear 
more uniformly grey-brown.  The muntjac deer are the smallest of the five species of 
deer and are typically the size of an Alsatian dog, with longer canine teeth projecting as 
tusks and in the undergrowth can often be mistaken for a fox! 
 

 

Understandably, like many other organisations, the RSPB has suspended all of its  
meetings until further notice, in-line with the latest Government health advice.  But  
regular updates can be viewed on the New Forest Group’s website  
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest  For any further info on anything nature-related 
within the New Forest or for details about joining the local RSPB Members Group, 
please email: NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk 
 
 
Keith Partridge, RSPB New Forest Group Leader 

(Photos courtesy of  Chris Robinson, member) 

Fallow deer stags on the New Forest 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest
mailto:NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk
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HOME MADE FOCACCIA 
 

During lockdown I've found great solace in baking. I can lose myself from all of the  
worries in my day whilst focusing on my focaccia. Please let us know how your focaccia 
turns out. Send photos to admin@lyndhurstcomm.org or to our Facebook page.  
 

Prep time 6½ hours. Don't stress, you won't be working the entire time. It's Italian, it likes 
to take it easy!  Cook time 25-30 minutes or until golden 
brown.   

Ingredients  
500 grams strong white flour 
300 ml warm water 
8 grams salt + salt for sprinkling on top 
5 grams fresh yeast or 7g of dry yeast 
Full teaspoon of brown sugar to feed the yeast. 
3 sprigs of fresh rosemary. Leaves stripped from the 
stalk.  
Olive oil 7g + extra for kneading and sprinkling.  
 

Equipment 
Weighing scales  
Measuring jug 
20cm x 30cm baking tray  
 

Recipe 
First add the salt to the mixing bowl. Then the flour, warm water, yeast, brown sugar and  
olive oil. Cover and leave to stand for 3 hours. Don't worry about mixing it yet. This gives 
the yeast plenty of fermentation time and lets it do its anaerobic workout to make all those 
lovely air pockets. 
 

Gently mix the dough together. This is a very wet dough. If it's sticky that's just right.  
 

Sprinkle a little olive oil onto a work surface to stop the dough sticking. You can use flour 
but do be cautious not to dry out the dough.  
 

Gently turn the dough out onto the lightly oiled surface and knead for 10-20 minutes or use 
the dough hook in a mixer to get a smooth and elastic dough.  
 

Transfer the dough into a lightly oiled mixing bowl that has enough space for it to double 
in size. Cover with a damp tea towel or lightly oiled clingfilm. You can leave it at room 
temperature for an hour or until the dough has doubled in size. 
 

Once the dough has doubled in size gently knock it back by drawing the sides up and  
folding them into the centre. Leave to rest for another hour.  
 

Knock back the dough a second time. Be very gentle at this stage as we'd like to preserve 
the bubbles that are developing. Leave it to rest for another hour.  
 

Preheat your oven to 220°c (200°c fan oven). Place a tray of cool water on the rack which 
will be underneath the focaccia.  
 

Generously brush a baking tray with oil. Turn the dough out onto the tray and gently 
smooth, stretch and prod it either in to a 20cm x 30cm baking tray or into a round. It will 
expand a little due to the yeast so leave a bit of room around the edges.  
 

Prod deep holes into the dough with your fingers. Drizzle it with olive oil then add your 
rosemary and sprinkle on some salt. You can really use your imagination for your toppings 
if you like. I've gone for rosemary and sea salt but you could try sun dried tomato, peppers 
or, my personal favourite, olives pushed deep into the dough.  

Reprinted from July What’s On Online  
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Bake in the oven for 25 - 30 minutes. Check it after 10 minutes. If it’s colouring too 
quickly turn it down to 200°c/180°c fan oven.  
 

Once baked, open the door for a minute to let the steam out first. 
 

The bottom of the focaccia should sound hollow when tapped on.  
 

Go on, be generous and drizzle more olive oil and leave to cool before serving. 
 

I'd love to see how your focaccia turns out. Please send in your photos to  
admin@lyndhurstcomm.org or send them to our Lyndhurst Community Centre Facebook 
page.  
 

Good luck and happy baking from Alana!!  

 

News from Lyndhurst Village Decorations Committee 
 
Christmas is coming so please put Saturday 14

th
 & Sunday 

15
th
 November in your diaries. 

 
This is when the Christmas Trees will need to be be-decked 
with lights and put up in the Village. 
 
Volunteers welcome from 9-00am outside the Fox & Hounds. 
We may need to work in small groups to comply with social  
distancing. 
 
For more information please contact George Bisson. 
Tel:- 023 8028 2517 or e-mail georgebisson@tiscali.co.uk 

Word Search 

Missing Pub Names:  Elm Tree, Silver Hind, White Buck 

mailto:admin@lyndhurstcomm.org
tel:-
mailto:georgebisson@tiscali.co.uk
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THE MEADOWS, LYNDHURST  

We turn up when we say we will! 
 

BATHROOMS 
DESIGN, SUPPLY + FITTING 

 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

ELECTRIC SHOWERS, TAPS, PUMPS  
 

TILING & LAMINATE FLOORING 
 

PAINTING 
 

KITCHENS 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!!! 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
“I RUN A LOCAL FAMILY COMPANY OFFERING  

EXCELLENT SERVICE  
& REALISTIC PRICES TO MEET YOUR BUDGET” 

Call Mike today 
 

07990 857239  02380 284405  
mwkinna@hotmail.com 
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Lyndhurst Community Centre is run by the Lyndhurst and District Community  
Association, an independent charitable association.  Charity number 301883 
 
NB Lyndhurst & District Community Association or Lyndhurst Community Centre in no way endorse or 
sponsor the advertisers or advertisements in the ‘What’s On’ magazine.  

DIRECTORY     useful numbers and other contact details 

Lyndhurst Library    0300 555 1387   

            www3.hants.gov.uk/library.htm 
            Tuesday & Friday 2-4pm; Saturday 10am-1pm 
 

Lyndhurst Community Centre    023 8028 2267 
                admin@lyndhurstcomm.org 
                www.lyndhurstcomm.org 
Computer learning sessions     01425 272593 
(over 50s)            cjar200@gmail.com 
 

Lyndhurst Parish Council      clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 
           The council’s website has many useful   
           links to other local organisations.      
           www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 

 

Lyndhurst Surgery        023 8028 2689 
                www.lyndhurstsurgery.org.uk 
 

Midforest Vets          023 8028 2358 (inc. out of hours) 
                www.midforestvets.co.uk 
 

Neighbourcare          0845 0945 818 
 

Disability Information Service    01425 628750 (helpline) 
 

Citizens Advice Bureau       0844 411 1306 
                www.citizensadvice.org.uk 
 

Churches 
Baptist Church           023 8028 4426 
Our Lady & St Edward (R.C.)     023 8028 2011 
St Michael & All Angels (CofE)    023 8028 3175 
 

Schools 
New Forest Small School      023 8028 4415 
St Michael & All Angels (Infants)   023 8028 2244 
Lyndhurst Pre-School        023 8028 2986 
   

New Forest Centre         023 8028 3444 (office)  
                023 8028 6153 (reference library) 
                www.newforestcentre.org.uk 
 

New Forest National Park Authority 01590  646600 
                www.newforestnpa.gov.uk 
 

New Forest District Council     023 8028 5000 
                www.newforest.gov.uk 
Events listings 
Both the District Council and National Park websites have listings of events taking 
place in the local area.   
Other sites include:          www.newforestexplorersguide.co.uk 
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