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 Community Centre Update 
 

Hello Everyone! 
 

Just to update you:  Alana and Robbie are back at the Centre carrying out some  
essential maintenance and taking the opportunity to decorate the office and reception  
area.   Once this is complete, Jackie will be back working in the office, hopefully by the time 
you read this report.  Due to social distancing guidelines, Nicky is using the Beech Room as 
an office.  Unfortunately this mean that the Centre has one less room to hire out so we are 
in the process of re-allocating rooms for meetings booked into the Beech Room.   
 

The installation of reception screens, directional barriers, floor stickers, sanitizing  
stations etc are all progressing so that we can welcome users back to the Centre and be as 
safe as possible. The Centre has been disinfected using a anti-viral fogging device which is 
effective in killing COVID-19.  However, entry to the Centre will be restricted to those who 
are attending a pre-booked meeting or event but we will be open for the Village Artists’ 
Exhibition from the 18-23 August so we would love to see you then. 
 

Unfortunately the browsing and sale of second-hand books will be put on hold, probably 
until September, in order for us to get used to the new restricted regime for Centre  
users.  Donations of fiction books are still welcome and there will be an allocated box for 
donations at the Centre.     
 

Sadly, we have recently heard that the Lyndhurst Library is now set to close, which is a real 
shame.  This does not in any way affect the Community Centre’s opening hours but will no 
doubt eventually involve some reorganisation.  For more information see: 
www.hants.gov.uk/news/200720libraryproposals. 
 

The Lyndhurst & Emery Down Isolation Group is still operating, if you need them please call 
—Telephone 023 8028 4426 and leave a message.  You can also email:  
lyndhurstcommunityresponse@gmail.com. Please remember that all information and  
latest updates are on the new website: ww.lyndhurstcommunityhub.co.uk. 
 

All being well, the September issue of What’s On will be back printed and delivered!   
We will also continue to upload it onto our website where we think it looks really good in  
colour!   A HUGE thank you to all those who have enabled the magazine to keep going by 
writing regular pieces month after month:  Dave Paterson for his amusing anecdotes, Keith 
Partridge for the nature pages,  Bridget Bancroft and Julie Harding for the gardening pages, 
Ian Burnham for quizzes and word searches, Forestry England for their interesting articles  
on the Forest and recently Alana for Bubb’s Bakes.  Your contributions have been amazing! 
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Many thanks also to all our faithful advertisers for their continued support, we wish you all 
well for the future. 
 

We could still do with some volunteers to help deliver the magazine on an occasional basis if 
one of our regulars is away, so if you think you might like to help us with this please let the 
office know.   

We wish you all well and look forward to seeing you again very soon. 
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CLERK’S CORNER – AUGUST 2020 

 

 

 
 
 
 

August already and the village is starting to become busy again.  I heard recently that the 
Community Centre will be opening up in August so I took the opportunity and asked our 
Councillors whether they would be prepared to return to “live” meetings.  Most are 
willing to do so especially as a lot of thought has gone into room rearrangement at the 
Community Centre to adhere to safety recommendations.  So, we have taken the plunge 
and I have booked a room for a Parish Council meeting on 11 August at 7.15 pm.  I have 
been really impressed at the way they are tackling “the new normal” and feel sure that 
everyone using the facilities will be as safe as it is possible to be so let us hope that 
people come back and use the facilities. 
 
We don’t normally meet in August but lack of meetings in April, May and June, with a 
virtual meeting by email in July mainly for financial matters, has meant that a meeting is 
really essential.  It will be a very full Agenda which will be published on our website and 
noticeboards approximately one week before the meeting.  One thing I am asking is for 
members of the public to contact me if they will be attending the meeting.  We will be 
delighted to welcome you but with social distancing restrictions in place it is important 
that we get a feel for numbers that we will have to accommodate.  Quite a few topics 
had to be left in abeyance until a firm decision could be taken and this is where the 
action plan will come forward for the rest of the year and on into 2021. 
 
Our Financial Officer, Carole Gibbs, has conducted an internal audit with the appointed 
auditor and the AGAR statement has been dispatched to the external auditor.   We will 
hear later in the year whether we have passed muster.  Fortunately a number of items to 
be taken forward had received agreement from Councillors before lockdown so we have 
been able to proceed in the intervening months. 
 
We have been waiting for the results of the Library survey and it seems that we will be 
losing the Library that is housed in the Community Centre.  The official recommendation 
is not out until next week (as I write this column) but eight libraries will be closing their 
doors and Lyndhurst has been named as one of them.  By the time you read this column 
there may well be more news as to a closure date but I understand the Library has 
reopened for Click and Collect at the moment so if you do want to use the facility now is 
the time to participate.  Our nearest libraries will be Totton, Lymington and Romsey.   
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Has anyone who reads this column got any influence when it comes to contacting Lloyds 
Bank?  I have been trying to get in touch with them for several weeks now because they 
haven’t reopened their door yet but can’t seem to get an answer from anyone.  People 
have said how well the Post Office in the Co-Op have coped during the pandemic but if we 
lose the bank we will undoubtedly lose the cash machine and the personal contact a bank 
can bring. 
 
I gave myself a “tour” of our sites last week – whistle stop in one morning – just to make 
sure everything was in order.  There is a small length of fence down in the Recreation 
Ground and this leads into the new area of woodland that we will shortly be leasing from 
Forestry England.  It will be mended and there will be need of a gate onto the new area of 
land.  Coles Mead itself was looking good and there were plenty of children of all ages 
using the equipment – all very well behaved I might add.  Our maintenance team have 
been clearing weeds in the car park in the Recreation Ground but it also needs some 
resurfacing work.  Some time ago the basket swing had to be removed due to safety 
concerns and another piece of equipment is now needed as a replacement.  If you or your 
child has any ideas please let me know so that I can pass them on to our Recreation 
Portfolio Holder Mark Rollé.   
 
The Cemetery was my next stop as I had to find an old grave for a relative.  Maintenance 
work is always ongoing there and there is new lighting at the lych gate.  The small gate 
beside the main lych gate will be replaced soon and there are various ongoing 
maintenance items to do, hopefully in the summer months. 
 
Clearance continues in the allotment gardens and we are coming towards the end of the 
allotment year.  Renewal letters will go out at the beginning of September and we usually 
find that several plots are relinquished then.  If you are considering taking on a plot now is 
a good time to contact me so that you don’t miss out. 
 
The area of land known at Great Mead is in need of some tree work maintenance and a 
contract for the work has been awarded.  Once the work has been completed it is hoped 
that NFDC will be able to action the new trees that we have received a grant to purchase 
and plant. 
 
Carole and I are now in the office most days but I would still like to ask that anyone 
wishing to come in and see us makes an appointment to do so.  We are limited for space 
and it is important that we maintain safe distancing at this time.  Hand gel and masks are 
available in the office if required. 
 
Margaret Weston, Clerk to Lyndhurst Parish Council, (telephone: 023 8028 4928/email: 
clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk). 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 

 



7 

 

 

VILLAGE ARTISTS’ EXHIBITION 
 

18th—23rd August, 2020 

 

Lyndhurst Community Centre 

10.00am to 5.00pm 

Free Entry 
 

but donations to the Honeypot Charity appreciated 
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RELIABLE MAN WITH VAN 

 

 
Available for light removals,  

deliveries of bulky items, parcels, packages etc. 

Includes evenings and weekends. 
Please call Gary 

Mob. 07812 671876 
or 023 8066 3170 

 PJB 
 
 
 

 
IS YOUR GUTTERING OVERFLOWING? 

DOWNPIPE BLOCKED? 
DEBRIS—LEAVES—MOSS 

 

TO GET THEM CLEARED AND  
FREE-FLOWING AGAIN  

  

CALL 07818 414625 
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Putting down roots in the Forest 
 

 
It is often said that moving house can be one of the most stressful experiences 
you can go through in life. With numerous moves the length and breadth of the 
country over the years Mrs P and myself thought that we had the art of moving 
down to a fine art, but how wrong can one be!  We returned to the Lyndhurst 
area over two and a half years ago with the express intention of taking our time 
before entering the property market again. Anyway, last January, when Covid-
19 was a mere twinkle in the eye of our friends in Wuhan Provence we spotted 
a house for sale in the village and with uncharacteristic decisiveness and speed 
we viewed the property and had an offer accepted. Then Covid-19 completely 
took over everyone’s lives. Everything ground to a halt. It was virtually 
impossible to speak to anyone to find out what was going on with the purchase 
and it was all very reminiscent of trench warfare in the Great War – i.e. long 
periods of inactivity followed by short burst when all hell broke loose.  
 
Anyway, after approximately three and a half months and many sleepless nights 
we eventually took possession of our new home in mid-June and it was then 
that the full realisation of what we were faced with began to dawn on us. If we 
thought the lead up to moving in was bad enough it has been nothing compared 
to the aftermath. For once the actual removal was a bit of a breeze but after that 
it has seemed virtually impossible to get anything done. Utility companies, for 
example, who previously hid behind the Brexit cloak now had an even better 
excuse for not answering the phone or doing anything for that matter. I could 
give you many examples of our frustration but I think the most poignant one 
was the rotary clothes drier installation saga. Having been living in our new 
home for a few days and with the washing basket overflowing I was under 
considerable pressure from Mrs P to install our rotary clothes drier which 
involved digging a hole in the back garden and then use Postcrete quick drying 
cement to site the fitting for the pole. No problem, you might think but 
unfortunately, I got a bit carried away and dug the hole too big/deep. The 
upshot was that when I poured in the Postcrete as per the instructions on the bag 
I found that the mixture only filled half the depth of the hole. Expressions like 
“oh dear” etc filled the air but not to worry I had a cunning plan. All I needed to 
do was to nip over to B&Q at Nursling and buy another bag of Postcrete. 
Anyway, when I drove into their parking, I was slightly taken aback by the sight 
of a long queue snaking across the car park. At first, I thought it was probably 
for the burger van. But no such luck. I duly joined the queue and 45 minutes’ 
later I was inside the store making my way to the building materials aisle then 
to the gardening department and then back to the building materials aisle only 
to be told quite smugly, I thought, by a spotty assistant that they were sold out 
of Postcrete! 
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Back out in the car park I had a quick think and decided that since I was already 
half way to Wickes in Winchester Road, Southampton I might as well try my 
luck there.   Driving into their car park it was a bit of a Ground Hog Day  
experience – same long queue and same looks of resignation on the faces of  
potential customers. Undeterred, I took my socially distant place in the queue  
and soon struck up quite a rapport with a fellow queuer (is this a word?).   We 
were soon on first name terms and I even got invites to his daughter’s wedding 
next April and for a fortnight’s holiday at his villa in Benidorm (on the strict  
understanding that I said nothing to the Tax Man).  After another 45 minutes or 
so I reached the front of the queue and was cordially invited by the heavily  
tattooed young lady in charge of crowd control to enter the store.  It was easier 
this time because the building materials section was right where I entered and it 
was fairly obvious, even without asking, that the Postcrete was sold out. I confess 
to again using expressions such as “oh dearie me” and the like and arrived back 
home, empty handed, after an absence of more than 2 hours and just in time to 
stop Mrs P sending out a search party. I can fully understand that during the  
current global pandemic there might be shortages of essentials such as toilet rolls 
or paracetamol but surely not Postcrete for Heaven’s sake! 
 
By the way I have had very similar experiences trying to get my hands on items 
such as a few litres of Dulux Gentle Fawn emulsion but that is another, uncannily 
similar, story.  One positive side of things is that because of the lockdown we 
have been able to get a bit organised after the move without succumbing to any 
of the distractions/delights of the Forest.   And no, we did not go down to  
Bournemouth beach on 25th June! 
 
Hopefully the Community Centre will reopen very soon and I can then meet up 
with Mike/Robbie et al for a bit of Friday entertainment.  Anyway, stay safe and 
hope to see you all soon. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dave Paterson 
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MINT GARDENS LTD 
 

Garden & landscape services 
 

All aspects of garden maintenance 
undertaken, including 
 

 grass and hedge cutting 
 garden clearance 

 planting & pruning 
 City & Guilds qualified 

 

Mob. 07890 625049 
info@mintgardensltd.co.uk 
www.mintgardensltd.co.uk 

 

  

Sofikas 
  

  

  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

65a High Street 
Lyndhurst 
SO43 7BE 

023 8028 2571 
  

sofikas@btconnect.com 
Or find me on facebook 

Womenswear, Menswear, Shoes  
& Accessories 

We are now fully open and the  
Sales are on! 

 

We would like you all to feel safe to visit our shop again  
so changes have been made to the interior layout to  

accommodate social distancing, also an abundance of PPE & 
hand sanitizer is available. We will continue to offer our 
free local delivery with all details on our Facebook page. 
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ROLAND FARMERS 
FULLY QUALIFIED DECORATOR 

(City & Guilds & Advanced Crafts) 
 

Your local craftsman with over 30 years experience.  

Specialising in interior decorating & painted furniture. 

All types and sizes of work considered. 

Fully insured. Competitive rates. 

 

For a no obligation quotation contact Roland on: 
Tel. 023 8081 4196   Mobile. 07791 503699 

Woodside Cottage, Minstead, Lyndhurst SO43 7GB   
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 A Stitch in Time EST. 1989 

 
  Meadowsweet, 
  Chapel Lane 
  Lyndhurst 
  SO43 7FF 
 

  Email: sali@forestac.co.uk 
  Tel. 023 8028 3969 

 

 
  Curtains, blinds, upholstery, loose covers, 
  soft furnishings, alterations and repairs. 

                                           
                                          Reg no: 303615                                          Reg no: 10042 

 

Jeremy Gailor Plumbing and Heating 
 

Your local experienced plumbing and heating engineer. 
All aspects of plumbing undertaken: 

 

Gas 
Oil 

LPG 
Bathrooms 

Unvented cylinders 
 

Boiler services, repairs & upgrades 
 

Chartered Institute of Plumbing and Heating Engineers  
registered plumber 

 
 

   Tel: 023 8029 2550    Mob: 07855916078 
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Fun Quiz 
 

All questions relate to places in the New Forest and, in some cases, you 
may find more than the given number of answers.  You will find a map of 
the New Forest (Explorer OL22) helpful as grid references have been  
given for those who need help.  Have FUN! 
 
  1)  Where might you not expect to find anyone living? (SU 25 17) 

  2)  Where might you have found a Blackfoot, Cree or Huron? (SU 28 18)  

  3)  Where will you find something worth twice as much as a farthing?  

     (SU 36 04) 

  4)  In which prickly Inclosure will you find fox holes? (SU 26 99) 

  5)  Where will you find a rodent living in a piece of furniture? (SU 22 06) 

  6)  Which hill will not be popular with golfers? (SU 29 09) 

  7)  Where might you expect to find a maker of casks and barrels?  

        (SU 20 14) 

  8)   In which wood would you expect to find ducks? (SU 31 09) 

  9)  Which hill must surely be a favourite with all the dogs? (SU 19 07) 

10)  Where might you go for a mortgage? (SU 28 07) 

11)  Can you find two birds’ nests on the map? (SU 24 16 & 26 14) ** 

12)  Where might you find an expensive car? (SU 23 13 & 23 12) 

13)  Whose bottom might have been stung by a bee? (SU 22 01) 

14)  In which Clump might you find a potter working? (SU 34 97) 

15)  Where might you find or bury an axe? (SU 19 19) 

16)  In which Inclosure might you find a bird of prey? (SU 35 02) 

17)  Where would you hope to find a shoemaker? (SU 30 99) 

18)  On what hill might you find people all aquiver? (SU 26 03) 

19)  Going away? Where will you leave your dogs? (SU 29 10 & 29 04) ** 
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20)  The streaker! Where is he? (SU 24 01) 

21)  Where might you find a ship of the desert? (SU 28 05) 

22)  In which Inclosure are you sure to find deer? (SU 20 08 & 34 09) 

23)  In which Inclosure might you find a potter at work. (SU 29 06) 

24)  There are at least 6 different hats mentioned. Can you find them?  

       (See answers)** 

25) Can you name 5 places where you might find people on strike?  

       (See answers) 

26) Where would you look for someone from the Senior Service? (SU 27 11) 

27) Where might you find an angry woman? (SU 33 02) 

28) Is this farm, with its pond, nothing but a red herring? (SU 35 07) 

29) Is this where you might find a cemetery or an undertaker? (SU 19 03) 

30) Might you find an orchard in this Inclosure? (SU 18 08) 
 

** denotes that at least one answer may not be shown depending on which  

edition of the map you are using. 
 

Answers can be found on Page 44 
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                          The Sounds of Summer Gardens  

 

We often talk about the mental health benefits of gardening,  of being out-

side and at one with nature. What we’ve all experienced this year  

during lockdown has been something different, even more special and 

poignant. 

 

Spring was truly amazing this year, with our gardens blossoming even  

earlier than normal. It felt like nature’s response to a global pandemic was 

to reassure us that life goes on no  

matter what, and that together we 

could beat this. With less pollution  

nature thrived, and one of the domi-

nant sounds of summer this year has 

been birdsong. When the world around 

us became quiet, our gardens were 

filled with the beautiful sound of birds, 

busy building their nests and looking 

out for their families just like us.  

 

Studies have shown that in nature the 

sound of birdsong has one of the most calming and refocusing effects on 

our stress levels and mental health. Research suggests it could be a sound 

that we recognise on a primaeval level, or an association with a happy 

childhood memory. Certainly for many people it’s always a joy to hear the 

first cuckoo of Spring and to see the return each year of our migratory 

birds. So perhaps that’s why we feel so comforted by birds and birdsong.  
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We all love seeing robins and 

blackbirds in our garden. With just the 

promise of some food and fresh water 

they happily visit us daily. This has 

been a great joy and comfort to many 

people, like my father, who has been 

self isolating and shielding for many 

months. This year, many of us have 

spotted rarer species of birds in our 

gardens and we’ve seen more birds 

building nests.  

 

Where I live in Ashurst we are treated daily 

to an early evening fly-past from a local flock 

of pigeons. It’s like watching the bird world 

equivalent of the Red Arrows; precision 

swooping and looping with such speed and 

elegance.  

 

 Sadly, some of our bird population is now in 

decline. Once common house sparrows and a 

number of other species have been affected by changes in climate, 

farming methods, a lack of suitable nesting sites and invertebrate food 

sources. We are however a nation of bird lovers, so by supporting the 

work of the RSPB we can hopefully ensure their survival.   A world 

without birdsong would surely be unthinkable to many of us. 
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But it’s not just the multitude of 

birds that have created the ‘sound 

of summer’ this year. It’s the con-

stant humming, buzzing and noise 

from the many bees, insects and 

wildlife visiting our gardens, as 

we have had more time to work 

and relax in them. The sound of 

water flowing and trickling from 

water features have soothed our 

troubled minds, and the hum of 

distant lawnmowers remind us 

that we’re not alone, even if it has felt like that at times.  Neighbours 

have been restoring neglected gardens, swapping seeds and plants and 

encouraging children to get outside. I’m hoping this will in turn nur-

ture a lifelong passion for gardening and just being outdoors. 

 

Our gardens and the nature around us, have become a sanctuary in 

these difficult times. The simple things in life are precious and to be 

treasured. Next time you have a spare moment, take time to sit outside 

and listen to the sounds of summer, it’s sure to be a hit! 

 

Julie                                                                Go Botanical   
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BUBB’S BAKES 
 

Simply decadent butterfly cakes with lemon butter cream 
 

 
My Nan and I would make these when I was a child during the summer holidays 
and this recipe has stuck in my mind ever since. It is always 3 equal parts of self 
raising flour, softened butter and caster sugar. I like a generous cupcake size so 
this recipe makes a batch of 12. 
 
Ingredients 
 

Cake mix  
150g softened butter 
150g self raising flour 
150g caster sugar  
3 medium eggs  
2 teaspoons of vanilla extract  
 
Buttercream 
315g icing sugar 
150g butter 
1tsp vanilla extract  
3tsp lemon juice for a hint or more to taste 
3tsp milk or more if the buttercream is too thick.  
 
The beauty of butterfly cakes is that you can literally let your imagination flutter 
away with you. From the traditional butter cream and jam to the delectable lemon 
or even chocolate.  
 
 
 
Method 
 
First preheat the oven to 180°c or 160oc 
(Fan oven) 
 
Sieve the flour into a mixing bowl then add 
the sugar, butter, eggs and vanilla extract.  
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Mix it all together with a whisk, manual or electric. Unfortunately my electric whisk 
packed up but as they say, "Where there's a will there's a way" so as you can see 
from the picture my 'sanitised' electric drill came in very handy!  Mix until smooth, 
pale and with gentle peaks, but not too much.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Then fill 3 quarters of your cupcake cases with cake mix then pop them into the 
middle shelf of your preheated oven.  
 
While the cakes are baking make the lemon butter cream.  
 
Mix the butter, icing sugar, lemon juice and vanilla bean extract until it is smooth 
and pale. If it's a little too thick add a little milk.  
 
Once the cakes are golden brown take them out of the oven, place on a rack and 
leave to cool.  
 
 
Spoon the icing mix into a piping bag. Once the 
cakes have cooled use the edge of a knife to cut 
a circular dip into the sponge of each cupcakes 
like an upside down pyramid. Cut them in half to 
make the wings for your butterfly cakes.  
 
Pipe the buttercream into the centre of the cakes 
then add the halves of cake as wings. I sprinkled 
mine with a little fairy dust.  
 

 

 
 

I hope you enjoy baking them as much as I enjoy eating them.  

 

Alana 
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Event information for Members only. 
But membership is available to all, so why not join? 

Remember as Club Members you can ask to use the gardens 
 and the Club facilities for your functions, such as  

anniversaries,  parties, wakes, etc. 
 

                 

 

To All Members    
 

We are currently closed. 
We will open when it is safe to do so. 

Please admire our garden from the gate but be 
advised that our garden and car park remain 

closed. 
 

We will keep you updated via email so anyone 
that would like to be added to the mailing list 

please email lyndhurstnondescripts@live.co.uk 
 
 

Thank you for your understanding. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEW FOREST 
 NONDESCRIPTS CLUB 

Crown Lodge 
1 Church Lane 

Lyndhurst  
(next to Car Park) 

02380 282353 
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Including Minstead,  
Emery Down, Bank and Brook 

  
We are a voluntary group offering 

transport and other services 
 to those in need 

Just telephone the voicemail and we’ll 
get back to you. 

Tel:  0845 0945 818 
  

(24-hour Voicemail that is accessed 
once or twice a day on 

weekdays) 
We regret that we cannot help with 

personal or domestic care, or gardening. 
All our volunteers are DBS checked. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

• All aspects of interior and exterior work undertaken 

• Private and commercial properties 

• Fully qualified and insured 
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Lost and Found 
 

A fresh-faced, happy young man lives in the pictures that are everywhere; his teenage 
bedroom is just as he left it; the whole house waits to welcome him home.  Keeping  
Daniel alive.  But he never did come home. Years have passed and a loving family is held 
mercilessly suspended in a living time warp of indescribable suffering because one day 
was the last day he ever spoke to them about his adventure in Australia. One day was the 
last day they ever heard his voice. 
 

Up to an estimated one quarter of a million people go missing, for a variety of reasons, in 
the UK every year.  For many families life becomes consumed by a living loss that is  
never resolved. “Where are you?” is the anguished call that is never answered. How very, 
very sad.  
 

In the Bible, the book of Genesis begins with statements about creation. The first recorded 
question that God asks is after The Fall (ch 3) when Adam and Eve start behaving un- 
characteristically by hiding from Him. “Where are you?” the voice calls. We can under-
stand something of the longing  in those words.  He already knows the answer. The  
question is to show Adam and Eve what they have lost: that close relationship with their 
God  - destroyed .  The question highlights who they have lost. It indicates that they are 
lost without Him. 
 

And the Bible reveals that deep in our souls that need not to be lost  - indeed, to be found 
- is in us all. That’s why Jesus came “to seek and save those who are lost” (Luke 19v10), 
for God has “set eternity in the human heart”. 
 

Jesus told a parable about a lost son and his grieving father. The father let him go because 
that was what the son wanted. Then he waited and watched, scanning the horizon con-
stantly. Yearning for that moment when the son might make the first move to return home. 
And when he did, the father spotted him, although he was miles away. Then, because he 
was overcome with love and pity for his boy’s suffering, he did the most undignified 
thing: he ran and ran and ran until he reached that boy. Then he wrapped him in his arms 
and kissed him.  
 

What it is to be found! What it is to be found by the Father who thinks the world of you 
and always has. He is waiting. He is just waiting for that first move, that hint of an  
invitation. Then all the pain of being lost and of losing will be over. 
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Forest Facts  

By Susan Smith, Media Officer, Forestry England  

 

The New Forest is a pretty special place. Shaped by kings as a place to hunt and play, 

looked after by generations of commoners and foresters, it is today recognised as an inter-

nationally important place for wildlife and conservation. It’s a lot to find all in one place 

and with such a rich story you would be forgiven for not knowing a few of its more un- 

usual facts.  
 

Starting with wildlife, there is no doubt that the New  

Forest is a haven. An incredible 63% of Britain’s 24,000 

types of insects, and 75% of all dragonfly species are 

found here. All 6 species of the UK’s native reptiles also 

live here including the sand lizard and adder, the UK’s  

only venomous snake.  

 

 

 
 

The New Forest is now also one of a handful 

of places around the country where you can 

find some of the UK’s most endangered and 

rare wildlife. These include several species 

of bat, insects such as the large marsh grass-

hopper now only found in three places in 

England, and the curlew, a ground nesting 

bird now globally under threat of extinction.   

 

 

 
Curlew  

Photo by Roger Wilmshurst 

Dragonfly 
Photo by Nick Whittle 
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The landscape here in the New Forest is unique.  The Forest has 75% of the valley mires 

(boggy heathland areas) now left in North-Western Europe. That’s 75%.....right here in 

this little corner of the UK. These heathlands provide critically important habitats and 

many plants and animals would struggle to exist without them. The importance of these 

wetlands is also heightened in the context of the growing challenge of climate change. 
 

The New Forest is home to many forms of rare 

plant life. For example Hatchet Pond, one of the 

biggest ponds in the forest, is home to 87% of 

the rarest wetland plants in the UK. There are 

over 2,700 types of fungi here including some of 

the rarest across the entire country.  

Our woodlands are also pretty special. The New 

Forest is believed to have the highest concent- 

ration of ancient trees in Western Europe  

including ancient yew trees up to 1,000 years 

old, mighty oaks some over 500 years old, and 

many ancient beech trees. 
 

Hidden under or within the landscape are some 

other unique features of the forest. There are 175 

different scheduled monuments, those recog-

nised as of national importance, in the New  

Forest cared for by Forestry England.  These range from Bronze Age boiling mounds and 

barrows, to Iron Age Hill Forts, Roman Roads and Medieval Hunting Lodges right 

through to airfields and operational bases used in the Second World War.  
 

The list could go on and there are more examples than space here allows. But suffice to 

say, this is a unique and very special environment for nature and those lucky enough to 

spend time here.  

 

For more information about the New Forest please visit  

www.forestryengland.uk/new-forest 

http://www.forestryengland.uk/new-forest
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Airport Transfer ~ Cruise / Ferry Terminal ~ Train Station 
Heathrow ~ Gatwick ~ Southampton ~ Bournemouth ~ Luton ~ 

Stansted 
Restaurant ~ Hotel ~ Hospital ~ Long Distance ~ Business Travel  

Business accounts available. 
 

We take pride in offering a local Friendly, Efficient and Reliable taxi  
service to the Lyndhurst,  New Forest and surrounding areas.  

 

 Our Vehicles can carry up to 6 Passengers and we are fully insured and  
licenced by New Forest District Council. 

 

Call us for a quote or to book on   02380 814876 ~ 07587 003091 
 

www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk  
www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire 

 

~ Now accepting debit and credit cards ~ 

http://www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire
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Lockdown Drama 
 
 
As you are probably aware all theatres in the UK are  
currently closed due to the ongoing pandemic. The Vernon  
Theatre in Lyndhurst is no exception to this. In March we 
were in the middle of rehearsals for what would have been 
our Spring show, ‘Life of Riley’ by Alan Ayckbourn. But 
then came the instruction to close up. The theatre is mothballed and no one other than 
the backstage ghosts inhabit the place (well some of our members claim they are 
there…..). 
 
What to do? Lyndhurst Drama & Musical Society is only an amateur group but we 
have many members who just love to get involved in shows. Being creative we  
decided to explore the possibilities of Zoom. It’s a great resource although, as many 
of you will no doubt have experienced, it is fraught with potential difficulties. 
 
We ploughed on and produced a radio play called ‘Red Blooded’. Then we took the 
plunge and took on a script that had been written about people trying to use Zoom.  
Art imitating life? Or was it the other way round? Anyway, ‘Boom Room’ was well 
received with many people saying how well it echoed their own experience of using 
Zoom. After that I had a moment of inspiration and wrote a short comic play called 
‘Coronacaper’. Again it was written specially for producing on Zoom. 
 
At this point we created our own YouTube channel and have now added a couple 
more radio plays, written and/or adapted by two of our members, to our catalogue.   
If you are interested in watching or listening to any of our shows just search YouTube 
for ‘Lyndhurst Drama’. We hope it might provide you with a little light entertainment 
in these very odd times. 
 
We have no idea when we may be able to open the theatre again. If social distancing 
remains in place we may be able to accommodate a smaller number of audience  
members but keeping the actors and stage crew safe seems an impossible task given 
the small space we have. Until then we will no doubt put on the occasional Zoom 
show.    If you’d like to receive advance notice of anything new just head to  
lyndhurstdrama.co.uk and click on the link to add yourself to the mailing list. 
 
All the best. 
 
Richard Barnett 
Chair – Lyndhurst Drama & Musical Society 
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NATURE IN AUGUST 
 

Whilst August is traditionally one of our hottest months of the calendar year, it is also 
one of the quietest in nature’s calendar.  The reasoning for this is two-fold.  Firstly, 
our native birds would have more or less finished their nesting and brood raising  
activities and most will now have really scruffy feathers and plumage, which then  
genetically triggers their annual moult.  This then makes them more susceptible to  
predation by bigger birds and other animals as their normal flight is seriously  
affected and they will lose their superb manoeuvrability and ability to fly away fast, 
should they be pursued.  But without this moult, it is highly likely that they would not 
survive the harsher conditions of winter with the ‘old tatty coat’ on!  So, our native 
birds generally don’t sing during this major moult, as to do so would then draw un-
wanted attention.  Secondly, and because of the heat generated by the stronger sun, 
many birds and animals will avoid the extreme heat of the day and seek out some 
shade and much cooler places where they can rest up.  They will then tend to find food 
and feed up during either the cooler early hours of the morning or later in the  
evenings, before nightfall occurs. 
 
Here in the New Forest, although you may not see many birds this month, there will 
be lots of other wildlife to wonder at, and this will even include some of the domes-
ticated animals that are allowed to roam free throughout and that are owned by the 
Forest’s ‘Commoners’. 

New Forest Ponies 
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These include the usual ponies, plus donkeys, cattle, sheep and pigs.  The pigs are  
usually turned out in the autumn as part of the pannage operation to gobble up the many 
acorns that fall, in order to reduce the risk of twisted gut and many other associated  
digestive problems that can often occur with our domesticated animals.  Interestingly, 
more and more Commoners are now turning their pigs out earlier and during last 
month, it was noticeable that there were many more pigs roaming the New Forest freely 
and for everyone to see. 
 

If you want to see more birds this month, it would be best to head for the coastal re-
gions of our county.  As here, along the coastline, at places like the Beaulieu River, 
Lymington, Lepe and Keyhaven, you will find many different species of waders, ducks, 
geese and swans.  Depending upon how hot the weather gets, will generally determine 
what is on show and what you can expect to see.  One such bird (not originally a native 
of the UK), is the egret and there are two varieties that frequent our coastline here in the 
south.  These are the little egret and the great white egret.  Both are quite striking and 
handsome birds and can be seen feeding along the coastal river edges, fishing in the 
same manner as our common grey heron. 

 

As you can see from the photograph above, the little egret has the most striking  
coloured feet, often described as either golden or yellow.  Yellow, seems to fit the  
description better and these brightly coloured feet do make them quite easy to identify.  
The great white egret is much larger in size and stature (about the same overall size as 
our grey heron), lacking the coloured feet with more conventional black feet, which are 
the same colour as its black legs. 

Little Egret 



40 

 

So, if you decide to visit and enjoy any of our coastal rivers, estuaries or the coastline 
itself, then please check on the tidal times beforehand, as you do not want to be 
stranded at high-tide!  Gulls and terns also make up our coastal birdlife and can be 
very fascinating to watch.  Although the gull family has a bad reputation for  
scavenging; usually stealing people’s fish and chips or sandwiches at our most popular 
seaside towns and venues.  However, we ought to remember, that this is how the gull 
family have evolved.  Gulls are not diving birds and they don’t have the long slender 
bills of terns, herons or egrets.  They are true scavengers and will amble along the 
coastline looking for anything edible that they can fit inside their mouths and swallow.  
This makes them the dustmen of our coastlines, gobbling up any dead fish or other  
edible rubbish lying around on the shoreline; often tidying up in large flocks, making 
all sorts of noise to include their regular loud calls and squabbling type noises, as they 
fight each other for the best pickings.  The smallest gull we have in the UK is the little 
gull, very similar looking to a black-headed gull but with a more defined black hood 
on their head and lacking the bright red bill.  The largest UK gull is the great black-
backed gull and this is easily recognisable by its sheer size and black back, as per the 
photograph below. 

Understandably, like many other organisations, the RSPB has suspended all of its 
meetings in line with the latest Government advice.  But regular updates can be 
viewed on the Group’s website www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest   For any further 
info on anything nature-related within the New Forest or for details about joining the 
local RSPB Members Group, please email: - NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk 
 
 
Keith Partridge, RSPB New Forest Group Leader 

(Photos courtesy of the writer) 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest
mailto:NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk
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THE MEADOWS, LYNDHURST  

We turn up when we say we will! 
 

BATHROOMS 
DESIGN, SUPPLY + FITTING 

 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

ELECTRIC SHOWERS, TAPS, PUMPS  
 

TILING & LAMINATE FLOORING 
 

PAINTING 
 

KITCHENS 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!!! 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
“I RUN A LOCAL FAMILY COMPANY OFFERING  

EXCELLENT SERVICE  
& REALISTIC PRICES TO MEET YOUR BUDGET” 

Call Mike today 
 

07990 857239  02380 284405  
mwkinna@hotmail.com 
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Fun Quiz Answers 

 
 

 

  1) Nomansland (SU25 17).                             23) Brick Kiln Inclosure (SU 29 06).      

  2) Canada (SU 28 18).                                      24) Shave Hat (SU 29 12).  

  3) Halfpenny Green (SU 36 04).                            King’s Hat (SU 30 05) 

  4) Set Thorns (SU 26 99).                                       Cardinal Hat (SU 21 00). 

  5) Mouse’s cupboard (SU 22 06).                         Great Hat (SU 21 99). 

  6) Bunker’s Hill (SU 29 09).                                    Bell’s Hat (SU 21 99) 

  7) Coopers Hill (SU 20 14).                                     King’s Hat Inclosure (SU38 05). 

  8) Mallard Wood (SU 31 09).                                 Standing Hat (SU 31 03). 

  9) Marrowbones Hill (SU 19 07).                           Dark Hat Wood (SU 23 15).  
                       (Unnamed on map) 
10) Bank (SU28 07).                                                   Dark Hat (SU 26 07).  

11) Crow’s Nest  (SU 24 16) &                           25) Picket Post & Bungalow  (SU 19 06).  

       Raven’s  Nest (SU 26 14)                       Picket Corner (SU 22 16). 

12) North Bentley Inclosure (SU 23 13).                 Picket Hill (SU 18 06). 

       South Bentley Inclosure (SU 23 12).                 Picket Bottom  (SU 18 06).       

13) Anthony’s Bee Bottom (SU 22 01).                    Picket Plain (SU 19 05). 

14) Brick Kiln Clump (SU 34 97).                        26) Seaman’s Corner  (SU 27 11).  

15) Hatchet Green (SU 19 19).                           27) Ladycross Inclosure (SU 33 02). 

16) Hawkhill Inclosure (SU 35 02).                    28) Decoy Pond Farm (SU 35 07). 

17) Cobblers Corner (SU 30 99).                        29) Coffins Holms (SU 19 03). 

18) Fletchers Hill (SU 26 03).                              30) Appleslade Inclosure (SU 18 08) 

19) The Kennels (SU 29 10 & SU 29 04). 

20) The Naked Man (SU 24 01). 

21) Camel Green (SU  28 05). 

22) Roe Inclosure (SU 20 08) & 

       Deerleap Inclosure (SU 34 09), 

       Deer Sanctuary (SU24 08) 
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FOOD BANK NEWS … 
 
New home needed … 
The food bank has been located at the Community Centre since it was set up in March 
and we are immensely grateful to the Community Centre Trustees for their kindness and 
generosity.  However, the Community Centre is taking steps to re-open and so we need 
to find another home.  The food bank needs a secure, clean space with parking, we  
operate 2 or 3 times a week from 4.30 – 7.30pm, depending on demand, with the same 
3 or 4 helpers.  Can anyone help?  
 
New dedicated phone number 
You can now get in touch with the food bank team by calling or texting the new  
dedicated food bank phone line – 07485 489275 – just leave a phone number and  
Jo Rollé will be in touch.  Jo runs the food bank with a few volunteers, they are discrete 
and all enquiries are confidential. 
 
Support throughout the summer holidays 
It is fantastic news that the free school meal vouchers will be available throughout the 
summer holidays, however, the food bank is here to help too even if it’s just to top up 
your regular shop.  Please do not be embarrassed or feel guilty about asking for a food 
box - we have delivered over100 food boxes to families and individuals across  
Lyndhurst so you are not alone in needing a helping hand at the moment. 
 
The food bank is well-stocked thanks to Lyndhurst Welfare Charity (LWC) and the  
generosity of those in the village who have donated money, food, toiletries and essential 
household items.  
 
Funded by LWC, the food bank was set up at the beginning of the lockdown to support 
local people whose finances have been affected by Covid-19 - due to redundancy, being 
furloughed or self-employed - families with children who receive free school meals and 
others who need a little extra support. 
 
Can LWC help you? 
Lyndhurst Welfare Charity is here to provide support for local people facing difficulties 
whether that is financial, health or circumstances.  LWC can offer financial and practical 
help with repair or replacement of essential household items, house moving costs, edu-
cational items and support, respite care and the general well-being of Lyndhurst  
residents.  Please get in touch if you need a little extra help, that is exactly what LWC is 
here to do. 
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Lyndhurst Community Centre is run by the Lyndhurst and District Community  
Association, an independent charitable association.  Charity number 301883 
 
NB Lyndhurst & District Community Association or Lyndhurst Community Centre in no way endorse or 
sponsor the advertisers or advertisements in the ‘What’s On’ magazine.  

DIRECTORY     useful numbers and other contact details 

Lyndhurst Library    0300 555 1387  Please check when re-opening 

            www3.hants.gov.uk/library.htm 
Opening times Monday 9.30 – 1pm 

Tuesday 2 – 5.30pm 
Wednesday 9.30 – 1pm 

Thursday closed 
Friday 2 – 5.30pm 
Saturday 9.30 – 1pm 

Lyndhurst Community Centre    023 8028 2267 
                admin@lyndhurstcomm.org 
                www.lyndhurstcomm.org 
Computer learning sessions     01425 272593 
(over 50s)            cjar200@gmail.com 
 

Lyndhurst Parish Council      clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 
           The council’s website has many useful   
           links to other local organisations.      
           www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 

 

Lyndhurst Surgery        023 8028 2689 
                www.lyndhurstsurgery.org.uk 
 

Midforest Vets          023 8028 2358 (inc. out of hours) 
                www.midforestvets.co.uk 
 

Neighbourcare          0845 0945 818 
 

Disability Information Service    01425 628750 (helpline) 
 

Citizens Advice Bureau       0844 411 1306 
                www.citizensadvice.org.uk 
 

Churches 
Baptist Church           023 8028 4426 
Our Lady & St Edward (R.C.)     023 8028 2011 
St Michael & All Angels (CofE)    023 8028 3175 
 

Schools 
New Forest Small School      023 8028 4415 
St Michael & All Angels (Infants)   023 8028 2244 
Lyndhurst Pre-School        023 8028 2986 
   

New Forest Centre         023 8028 3444 (office)  
                023 8028 6153 (reference library) 
                www.newforestcentre.org.uk 
 

New Forest National Park Authority 01590  646600 
                www.newforestnpa.gov.uk 
 

New Forest District Council     023 8028 5000 
                www.newforest.gov.uk 
Events listings 
Both the District Council and National Park websites have listings of events taking 
place in the local area.   
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What’s On Online: 

https://lyndhurstcomm.org/whats-on-magazine/ 

https://lyndhurstcomm.org/whats-on-magazine/
https://lyndhurstcomm.org/whats-on-magazine/

