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 CENTRE REPORT 

We very much hope you are all keeping fit and well during these most unusual 
and difficult times.  Although the Community Centre remains closed at present it 
is being put to good use as the food distribution centre for the Lyndhurst Welfare 
Charity who are working with the Isolation Support Group to deliver a much 
needed service for local residents in need of support.  Robbie and Alana are both 
working as volunteers to help these groups and others, as well as keeping an eye 
on things at the Centre.  Nicky and Jackie are working from home, checking 
emails and phone messages,  so please do contact us if you need any help or in-
formation.  You might also like to consider writing an article for our Online 
What’s On, which we are continuing to publish to help keep our community in 
contact with each other. 
 
At least the weather has been wonderful with the sun shining, so we can get out-
side for our one hour’s walk or other exercise, and I expect many of us have been 
out in the garden.  Thanks to Bridget from Go Botanical for providing some very 
helpful garden hints on page 16 of the magazine. 
 
There are quite a few activities now available online – below are listed a few we 
have been told about, but please let us know if you would like yours to be listed 
in the next What’s On: 
 
Line Dancing with Charlotte Dawson continues online.  If you have a Facebook 
account you can follow her sessions live every Monday and Wednesday evening 
at 7.00pm.  To join in go to her Facebook page @lyndhurstlinedancing and wait 
for the live stream to start; but if you’re not on Facebook all the videos are put 
up on her website afterwards:  www.newforestlines.dance so you can see them 
there.  All this is completely free. 
 
          

http://www.newforestlines.dance/
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Holistic Hideaway with Jan Brooke 
The link to her website for the Friday Laughter Group every Friday at 11am is  
https://holistic-hideaway.co.uk/laughter-group/ 
And some Mindfulness https://holistic-hideaway.co.uk/free-mindfulness-audio-
sessions/    More will be added soon. 

Yoga sessions are available online through Zoom with Jackie Halford.  Monday 
and Friday at 10am, Thursdays at 7am, and a gentle class on Wednesday at 
7pm.  Classes are £5 but free to those who have lost their income.  Jackie is also 
offering a free Facebook Live meditation/relaxation session at 8pm every Friday 
evening.  For information search "Yoga and massage with Jackie" on Facebook.    
 
Catherine Brennan, a qualified fitness instructor, is running relaxation sessions: 
“De-stress, stretch, breath, relax your mind and let go of muscle tension!  
Please join me for a FREE online live relaxation session on our Facebook group -  
Lyndhurst & Emery Down Community Emergencies Actions. You need to be a 
member of the group so please join in advance.   It's every Tuesday and Thursday 
at 7.30-7.55pm. 
It's for anyone, any age.   All you need is a quiet room and access to a computer or 
a smart phone”. 
 
New Forest Designs are providing the following service: 
"Would you like to cheer your family member or a close friend by sending them 
 a small gift?   Maybe it's a special occasion?   We make beautiful heart shaped 
lavender cushions FREE only for our local community at this difficult time.  Please 
text 07554 634 212 or send us an email: info@newforest-designs.com with your 
name and the name of the person you want the lavender cushion to be delivered 
to, plus their address.   Feel free to add any special message you wish to be in-
cluded.   Find more about us and our services at http://www.newforest-
designs.com" 
 
The Lyndhurst Community Response team have teamed up with Motto to help 
celebrate milestone birthdays and anniversaries.  If you have a celebration in the 
coming weeks please email lyndhurstcommunityresponse@gmail.com and we can 
help you celebrate.  

Keep safe and well. 

From us All 

 

https://holistic-hideaway.co.uk/laughter-group/
https://holistic-hideaway.co.uk/free-mindfulness-audio-sessions/
https://holistic-hideaway.co.uk/free-mindfulness-audio-sessions/
http://www.newforest-designs.com/
http://www.newforest-designs.com/
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Firstly, a huge thank you to everyone who has sent messages and 

warm wishes.  It really has helped during these unusual times and  

reminds us of why we do what we do. 

 

With that in mind, we have turned our attention to how we can  

continue to help our patients while the clinic is closed.  We have now 

joined the world of Telehealth and can offer video or telephone  

appointments to discuss your ongoing condition, new complaints,  

offer exercise plans, assess your home office set up and generally 

help you to maintain the best musculoskeletal health possible.   

 

If you would like a conversation about any aspect of your care book 

online at: 

www.lyndhurstchiro.co.uk or call 023 8028 4666 and we look  

forward to our first remote appointment with you soon! 

 

 
 

 

Matthew Garfath, DC, LRCC, MChiro, BSc 

http://www.lyndhurstchiro.co.uk
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RELIABLE MAN WITH VAN 

 

 
Available for light removals,  

deliveries of bulky items, parcels, packages etc. 

Includes evenings and weekends. 
Please call Gary 

Mob. 07812 671876 
or 023 8066 3170 

 PJB 
 
 
 

 
IS YOUR GUTTERING OVERFLOWING? 

DOWNPIPE BLOCKED? 
DEBRIS—LEAVES—MOSS 

 

TO GET THEM CLEARED AND  
FREE-FLOWING AGAIN  

  

CALL 07818 414625 
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KEEPING POSITIVE 
 
Isn’t there an old saying that goes something along the lines of “you don’t  
appreciate something until its gone?” Well I think nothing could be more apt in 
these difficult times.  Before this unpleasantness began, if my wife were to ask me 
to fetch a medium sliced loaf from the Co-op (or Budgens when it was still there), 
I would immediately drop whatever I was doing – normally scanning the racing 
pages for the runners and riders at Catterick – and set off up the road. Having 
passed the time of day with one or two acquaintances on the way there and back, I 
would return some time later just in time to prevent her indoors reporting me 
missing to the local constabulary. 
 
However, now we are faced with frightening terms such as self-isolating, social-
distancing and given timetables/advice on exercising and when to visit the outside 
world.  Please don’t misinterpret what I am saying as being ante everything, 
because all of the advice is extremely well intentioned and reasoned.  However, I 
am not overly keen in joining Joe Wicks every morning for a workout. To me this 
is more of a workup and I am more than capable of straining something without 
his help.   Also, when I was a teenager growing up in Scotland, my only  
experience of social distancing was when my pals and I went to the local dance 
and spent most of the night standing down one wall facing all the young ladies on 
the other side of the hall, waiting for the last dance to be called in the vane hope 
that our investment of ten shillings might just pay dividends. Life in those days 
was always full of disappointments. 

 
 
Now every day my wife and I sit 
and watch the clock and then  
discuss when we should make a 
break for our brief outdoors  
sortie. We normally do the  
circular walk which takes us 
round Pondhead Inclosure. If we 
had done this same walk last year 
I very much doubt that we would 
have noticed that Spring had truly 
sprung, the trees were in full leaf 
and the spring flowers, such as 
lesser celandine, primroses, wood  
anemones and bluebells, had  
arrived. I think lockdown has 
heightened our awareness and  
appreciation of what is around us.  
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However, sometimes our walk 
throws up more questions than  
answers, such as why did someone 
carve a dragon’s head at this  
particular point in the forest?  Why 
do all the direction signs say that we 
still have 1.1 miles to walk?  Why is 
there a herd of beef cattle at Bolton’s 
Bench some days and not others, and 
where have all the cars gone – alt-
hough I suspect that this has some-
thing to do with the fact that Forestry 
England has erected a whacking great 
barrier which prevents access to the 
road up to the graveyard and cricket 
pavilion.   And quite right too! 
 
 
It is really strange to emerge at the 
foot of the High Street and be faced 
with very few people, which is very surreal.   As I go past the Turkish barber’s 
shop, I gaze wistfully at the row of empty chairs within.  Just before lockdown I 
had considered a quick short back and sides, but then my Scottish instincts kicked 
in and I decided to wait a couple of weeks to get full value for my £8 OAP cut.    
Mistake!!   I am now beginning to look a bit like Shirley Temple (without the  
lipstick) and am having to fight off my wife’s offer to give me a trim using the clip-
pers we have left over from our dog owning days.  
 
Anyway, as I said earlier, I am heartened that the vast majority of the people in the 
village are observing the rules and I would add that this is no more than the brave 
NHS employees deserve.  Hopefully we will come out of this nightmare very soon 
and the village begins to prosper once again.   Keep safe. 
   
 
Dave Paterson 
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MINT GARDENS LTD 
 

Garden & landscape services 
 

All aspects of garden maintenance 
undertaken, including 
 

 grass and hedge cutting 
 garden clearance 

 planting & pruning 
 City & Guilds qualified 

 

Mob. 07890 625049 
info@mintgardensltd.co.uk 
www.mintgardensltd.co.uk 

 

  

Sofikas 
  

  

  
  
  
 

 
 
 

 
65a High Street 

Lyndhurst 
SO43 7BE 

023 8028 2571 
  

sofikas@btconnect.com 
Or find me on facebook 

Womenswear, Menswear, Shoes  
& Accessories 

Sofikas is now offering a free local delivery 
service, lots of items are pictured on our  
Facebook page but you can call 02380 282571 
for any information. 
Delivery is made by myself with no contact, as 
per Government guidelines, and payment can 
be via PalPal. 
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ROLAND FARMERS 
FULLY QUALIFIED DECORATOR 

(City & Guilds & Advanced Crafts) 
 

Your local craftsman with over 30 years experience.  

Specialising in interior decorating & painted furniture. 

All types and sizes of work considered. 

Fully insured. Competitive rates. 

 

For a no obligation quotation contact Roland on: 
Tel. 023 8081 4196   Mobile. 07791 503699 

Woodside Cottage, Minstead, Lyndhurst SO43 7GB   
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• All aspects of interior and exterior work undertaken 

• Private and commercial properties 

• Fully qualified and insured 
 

                                           
                                          Reg no: 303615                                          Reg no: 10042 

 

Jeremy Gailor Plumbing and Heating 
 

Your local experienced plumbing and heating engineer. 
All aspects of plumbing undertaken: 

 

Gas 
Oil 

LPG 
Bathrooms 

Unvented cylinders 
 

Boiler services, repairs & upgrades 
 

Chartered Institute of Plumbing and Heating Engineers  
registered plumber 

 
 

   Tel: 023 8029 2550    Mob: 07855916078 
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Psalm 23  (A psalm of David) 
 

*This psalm has been the calm and the balm of millions throughout history. Our world 
has been shaken recently in a way that very few of us have experienced before. These 
precious words are for such a time as this. They are bedrock to those who are frightened, 
who long to know that they matter to God – the same God who yearns to be their 
‘shepherd’, just as He was to David three thousand years ago. 
 
David knew A LOT about sheep. He spent all of his 
younger life around them, shepherding them. Sheep were 
everywhere in Palestine, but, unlike in our culture, they 
never grazed alone. They wouldn’t have survived. Vulner-
able in the extreme, they needed full time care. Shepherd-
ing was a 24 hours-7 days a week job. 
 
David’s life was colourful, often dangerous and at times 
very painful. It is clear that, as he reflected on his life’s 
experiences as shepherd and king, he saw himself firstly as the helpless sheep, known 
personally and cared for in a most remarkable way by a wonderful shepherd and also as 
the flawed King of Israel who found himself wonderfully restored and blessed in his life 
by the living, loving, forgiving God,  the shepherd of his soul  .  .  .  
 
At a time of deep betrayal, remarkably, David could still pen words of confidence in 
God’s love - not for himself alone, but also for millions after him. They were the last 
ones I read to my father and as the words worked their balm an indescribable radiance 
transformed his tired face. Precious words from his youth, crowded out by cluttered 
years, embraced again now the noise of living had passed.  I watched him sink his body, 
mind and soul into Psalm 23  . . .  
 
Corrupted by the cancer of power-lust, Absalom, with the vast Israelite army, was scour-
ing the countryside with one purpose: to kill King David - his own father. In desperation, 
David had crossed the Jordan River into a vast mountainous wilderness, Gilead (present-
day Jordan) and now he was exhausted – from hunger, thirst and sleepless nights. But 
most of all from hiding. O to feel the fevered breath of a possessed pursuer! Betrayal by 
his own son! Betrayal of the darkest kind, for David loved his handsome boy.  
 
Totally outnumbered and in hostile territory that yielded no sustenance David had 
reached his end. His past testified to the fact that God had protected and guided him 
throughout his life. A shepherd in his youth, he had often felt like one of his own sheep in 
the hands of a compassionate, caring shepherd. But he had let God down – badly. How 
ironic! A murderer pursued by a murdering son . . . he had the blood of an innocent man 
on his own hands. Yet he knew the balm of healing mercy and forgiveness that come only 
from God himself.  
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Gilead had a remarkable claim to fame. Its trees secreted a resin with amazing medicinal 
qualities. Balm from Gilead was worth twice as much as silver. Out of barrenness and 
waste came the most precious treasure. And into David’s barrenness came the healing 
touch of the good shepherd, for help arrived – grain, flour, cheese, honey . . . A veritable 
feast! Bedding and bowls for washing as well.  
 
Interestingly, there were sheep too. Maybe this gentle reminder of David’s relationship to 
God caused him to pour all his worship and confidence into Psalm 23. His love letter. 
The good shepherd had not abandoned him. Once again He had reached down to give 
His sheep green pastures where there were none. David had no doubts : ‘The Lord is my 
shepherd!’  

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 

He refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head 
with oil; my cup overflows. 

Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So what healing does Psalm 23 offer us? 

It says: ‘Let me catch you when you fall; let me carry you through the bad times; let me 
feed you and provide for you in miraculous ways; let me soothe your fears. Let me  
restore you, protect you, guide and go with you, love you and give you good things; let 
me welcome you home at the end of your days . . .’ 
It says that when God is invited into life’s equations no situation is ever helpless or hope-
less. It says there is balm in Gilead. 

The words of Jesus: “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep.” 
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Gardens Loving Lockdown! 
 

In these uncertain and strained times there is one thing that has proved a guaranteed 
stress buster, and that is the garden! With gardening a low priority task on most people’s 
jobs list, it is heartwarming to see the time and effort people have been able to devote to 
their outdoor spaces over the last few weeks. Online sales in compost and plants has 
soared but it has led to other stresses at this time of year….sourcing those bedding 
plants! Unless you have thought ahead of the game and pre-ordered seeds to start  
growing your own, finding the container and basket fillers is proving a challenge.  
However, we see this forcing a refreshing change. We are all guilty of sticking to the 
same old favourites, but now is the time to think outside the box and try something dif-
ferent.  
 
Undeniably, annuals provide an abundance of colour throughout the late spring and sum-
mer but once they have gone they have gone! There are many perennials and small 
shrubs that can be equally floriferous and once the summer is over can be planted into 
the garden for colour next year. Not only is this great value for money in the long term, 
it is also a more sustainable way of gardening. Just think of all the plastic pots used for 
bedding plants too! Let’s just confirm that an annual lives for one year and doesn’t  
return, unless it has managed to self seed as is often the case in borders. Perennials die 
back in winter but come back year after year, bigger and stronger. Perennials mostly 
come in 2 litre pots but many online plant suppliers are selling 9cm - 12cm perennials 
that are perfect for planters too.  
 
Containers look amazing as large stand alone statements or equally good as a group of 
smaller pots, grouped together in odd numbers. The idea is to try and recreate a mini 
border even in the smallest of outdoor spaces...even a balcony. A large container can 

take at least 3 perennials planted in one, 
or with smaller pots, plant one perennial in 
each pot and nestle the pots together.  
The content doesn't have to have an  
abundance of colour. Having a mix of 
greens in different textures looks amazing,  
especially in shady corners. Or even 
choosing one colour, purple for example, 
and sticking to all it’s different shades, 
from lilac to deep violet, looks striking. 
The choice is endless!  
 
 

Erigeron Karvinskanus 
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Here are a few recipes for you to consider:  
 
Shady corners - 
 Ferns - Blechnum Spicant, Crytonium Fortunei and Harts Tongue give a lovely con-

trast in shape and texture and are evergreen so can be a permanent feature. Athyrium 
Niponicum is a lovely silver fern which looks 
gorgeous with purple foliage or flower. 

 Hostas, large and small, come in an amazing  
  array of sizes, textures and colours from green,  
  yellows, whites and bluey silvers. Some favour- 
  ites are Hosta June and Francee for colour and  
  for size extremes try Sum and Substance and  
  Blue Mouse Ears.  
 Sun or shade, grasses make a gorgeous contras- 

  ting texture and provide late seasonal interest.  
  They provide natural support to more whippy  
  perennials. Hackonechloa Macra is a lovely soft 
  tumbling, lime green grass that looks lovely   
  spilled over the edges of containers. Anamanthele 
  Lessoniana provides a gorgeous bronze evergreen 
  structure that looks stunning with purples and  
  orange flowers.  Imperata Rubra turns a fiery red  
  and looks amazing with hot flower colours. Festuca Elijah Blue is a clump forming  
  silver semi evergreen and looks amazing with purples and pinks  

 
Sunny Spots will take the most prolific flowering perennials. Look for repeat flowering 

specimens or plant a group for successional colour. Good plants 
for repeat flowering include:  
 Erigeron Karvinskianus tumbles pretty white daisies to fill a 
 pot all summer. They look amazing on their own in a pot or  
 spilling over the sides with a mix of other perennials.  
 Geums come in various colours and as long as dead-headed  
 will repeat flower all summer.  
 Scabiosa is long flowering and the bees love it! 
 Nepeta puffs out plumes of purple flowers all summer. Cut  
 back when it becomes a bit leggy and it rejuvenates itself   
 instantly.  
 Geranium Rozanne for longevity is a must! 
 Canna lilies create a real statement. 

 For late flowering colour, mix Achillea with Crocosmia   
 George Davison and grasses.  
 Alchemilla Mollis offers a lovely leaf with a frothy mass of  
 yellow flowers 
 Coreopsis provide a bounty of daisies in shades ranging   
 from mango to bright yellow.  
 

 

Hostas mixed with Euphorbia and  
Euonymous 

 Achillea mixed with Crocosmia 
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 A Stitch in Time EST. 1989 

 
  Meadowsweet, 
  Chapel Lane 
  Lyndhurst 
  SO43 7FF 
 

  Email: sali@forestac.co.uk 
  Tel. 023 8028 3969 

 

 
  Curtains, blinds, upholstery, loose covers, 
  soft furnishings, alterations and repairs. 

Don’t forget herbs and vegetables too, either alone or mixed with flowering perennials. 
Creeping thyme and oregano are great fillers and rosemary prostratus will cascade off 
the edge of containers. Scrambling beans up canes and mixing various colours of lettuce 
leaves with chillies or baby tomatoes makes a delicious mix for a container garden.  

 
 
 
Dabbling in pots and planters is such a  
rewarding activity for all types of garden 
and all ages. I can’t think of anything  
better to bring a bit of calm and distraction 
over the next few months.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy gardening to all!  
 

Go Botanical 

Chillies mixed with purple and green basil. 
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Quiz Time 
 

Test your knowledge of  the New Forest 

 
 
 1 a) What was the old name for the ancient forest, now known as the New Forest? 

    b) What was the supposed meaning of this name? 

    c) The Angles, Jutes and Saxons all invaded Britain during the 5th and 6th century.  

   Name a fourth Germanic tribe that invaded us during this period. 

    d) Under the Saxons, Winchester became the capital of England.  By what name  

  was it then known? 

 

 2 a) William 1 created the Forest but which King enclosed New Park? 

    b) Who wrote ‘The Children of the New Forest’? 

    c) What was the name of the family? 

    d) What was the name of the verderer who saved the children? 

 

 3 a) What was the maiden name of Mrs Reginald Hargreaves, better known as  

  Alice (in Wonderland)? 

   b) What was her middle name? 

   c) What was the name of her kitten and bosom friend? 

   d) Who wrote Alice in Wonderland? 

 

 4 a) According to his tombstone in Minstead, he was a Knight, a patriot, a physician 

  and a man of letters.  Perhaps better known as an author of detective stories, who 

  was he? 

   b) Where in London did his famous (fictional) detective live? 

    c) What is the well-known inscription on his stone in Minstead? 

    d) Which famous author and poet wrote a poem entitled ‘My Wife’ from which the  

  inscription is taken? 

 

 5 a) She was a British social reformer and statistician and the founder of modern   

  nursing.  Who was she? 

    b) During which war did she come to prominence? 

    c) What epithet was given to her? 

    d) In which city was she born? 
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6  a) Miller’s Shrub can be organised into a well- known forester. Who was he? 

    b) What was his first name? 

    c) I.E. I called Sally but she was transformed into someone else!! Who? 

    d) Who condemned and sentenced her to death? 

 
7  a) The right to cut turf is the Common of------? 

    b) The right to one or more cords of wood is the Common of -------? 

    c) The right to turn out pigs on the forest is the Common of ----- ? 

    d) What name is given to the season when pigs are allowed out? 

    e) What is ‘Foldage’? 

 

8  a) The Forestry Commission and which other body are responsible for the daily 

   physical management of the forest? 

    b) Historically, what title is given to the head of the Forestry Commission? 

    c) In what year was ‘National Park ‘ status granted to the New Forest? 

    d) In which two other forests do Verderers still exist, albeit in an advisory  

   capacity? 

 

 

 Ian Burnham 

 

 

 Answers can be found on page 42 
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Event information for Members only. 
But membership is available to all, so why not join? 

Remember as Club Members you can ask to use the gardens 
 and the Club facilities for your functions, such as  

anniversaries,  parties, wakes, etc. 
 

                 

 

To All Members    
 

With deep regret and after much consideration 
by the committee, we have to inform you that 

we will be closed from Friday, 20th March until 
further notice.  This is what we feel we must do 
to protect the health of our members and staff. 

 
We will keep you updated via email so anyone 
that would like to be added to the mailing list 

please email lyndhurstnondescripts@live.co.uk. 
 

Thank you for your understanding.          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEW FOREST 
 NONDESCRIPTS CLUB 

Crown Lodge 
1 Church Lane 

Lyndhurst  
(next to Car Park) 

02380 282353 
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Including Minstead,  
Emery Down, Bank and Brook 

  
We are a voluntary group offering 

transport and other services 
 to those in need 

Just telephone the voicemail and we’ll 
get back to you. 

Tel:  0845 0945 818 
  

(24-hour Voicemail that is accessed 
once or twice a day on 

weekdays) 
We regret that we cannot help with 

personal or domestic care, or gardening. 
All our volunteers are DBS checked. 
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VE Day 75 
 

Winston Churchill announced Victory, and the end of WW2 in Europe, 
with the unconditional surrender of Germany at 3pm on 8th May, 75 
years’ ago. ‘It’s the victory of the great British nation as a whole,’ pro-
claimed Churchill. This was both a day for happiness and celebrations and 
one of sadness and reflection for the millions of lost lives and loved ones. 
Plans were made countrywide to remember this day. Battle’s O’er was to 
be played by pipers at the top of the four highest peaks in the UK at 3pm. To coincide with 
this, pubs were to invite customers to toast the heroes. Church bells, silent during war, 
were to ring out to celebrate peace. Other activities in and out of doors, commemorations 
and celebrations in churches and halls were planned for the weekend.  Sadly, due to  
Coronavirus, all events have been cancelled.  

Lyndhurst Parish Council, joined by many other 
local groups, had planned a weekend of events 
to commemorate the victory and the sacrifices 
made.   A flypast with a Spitfire had been  
arranged to fly over the Bench and a Remem-
brance service then held by the war memorial. 
Films and musical entertainments were to be 
held in pubs and clubs. An illustrated talk was 
arranged to tell stories of Lyndhurst and the 
New Forest, so close to the war time bombing 
of Southampton and so vital in the secret prepa-
rations for D-Day and the Normandy landings.  
Saturday was to be the day of a Forties ‘Picnic 
on the Pitch’ celebration at Coles Mead  

Recreation Ground. Games, competitions including wartime recipes, races, dancing, music, 
Dog Show, barbecues, and many other events were planned to make a memorable and en-
joyable day for all ages. A Wartime Exhibition was to tell real stories of war time life,  
people, places and events in Lyndhurst, Bank 
and Emery Down. 
 
Did you know Lyndhurst was an Anti-Tank  
Island with six armed road blocks to defend 
the village and its strategic cross roads in case 
of enemy invasion? Why didn’t seven bombs 
dropped on the High Street, one in the Fire 
Station (then at what is now The Greenwood 
Tree) not explode?  

Lyndhurst War Memorial at The Bench. paul trend 

Troops mobilising at The Bench. imperial war museum 
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Did you know you needed a pass to come into the forest when troops were gathering  
secretly here, camouflaged under the trees?  

Some people still remember the Americans leaving, throwing candy (sweets) and English 
money to the children. There were some tears. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not many people know that Lyndhurst Community Centre was built when money raised 
locally for the war effort was repaid by the government. There are so many stories. Some 
of these you may discover in a free leaflet from the Parish Council which will be available 
when current restrictions are withdrawn.  

Sunday was to be a quieter day. Church services were planned to celebrate the peace and 
remember the dead and wounded. Thoughts were to be focused on the many men and 
women who worked to provide food, arms and equipment, hospital and ambulance care, 
fire services and helped the war effort in so many ways. Lyndhurst was to have a service 
with three choirs at St Michael’s, identical to the service in Westminster Abbey. Finally a 
peal of church bells, silenced during the war to be used only to warn of an invasion or to 
celebrate Victory England.  

It is hoped to arrange a smaller commemoration on Remembrance Sunday, 11th Novem-
ber and also to rearrange the exhibition and talk for later in the year. 

If you want to discover more of Lyndhurst and the Forest at War there is information 
online at New Forest Knowledge and at New Forest Heritage Centre. 

 

Angela Trend 

The Gossage family at Annesley Cottage, Bank. 
Homes were protected with black out, taped  
windows and sandbags. cherry gossage 
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NATURE IN MAY  
 

Most of our resident birds will be nesting during this month or at the very least, choos-

ing their nest sites carefully and making plans to raise their brood this year. Most birds 

through one reason or another will only produce one, or possibly two broods of 

young, so if you are lucky enough to have birds nesting in your immediate vicinity, 

then please do your best to look after them. If you do have nestboxes up, ensure that 

you do not have any bird feeders too close to them, as this would attract unwanted at-

tention for any nesting parents! 

The dawn chorus is much louder now and with the increased daylight hours, it will  

also be starting much earlier. It is wonderful that many of our most common garden 

birds have the most beautiful of songs; blackbirds, robins and wrens are good song-

sters and how the tiny wren manages to produce such a loud song is truly amazing. 

Many summer visitors such as swallows, house martins and swifts, will also be arriv-

ing now and selecting their old nests or looking for suitable new sites. Interestingly, 

with the better focus on our environment today, many house builders are building 

swift bricks (a form of swift nestbox) into many of their new homes and this is great 

news, as swifts are becoming much less common in the UK. 

   Robin in full song               Swallow nesting in a barn  

 

Around the garden, those amphibians that had laid their spawn will have left their tad-

poles or head-wiggles, an old country name for them, to fend for themselves and these 

will turn into froglets or young toads or newts, in a relatively short period of time if 
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the food and weather conditions are just right.  If you have a garden pond near a grassed 

lawn area, then please be extra careful when cutting the grass, as many of these small 

creatures will be hiding away in the longer grass before venturing towards shaded  

borders and dark crevices, where they can find insects and other invertebrates to feast  

upon.  They are great companions of the gardener and remove many plant pests.  Rep-

tiles will now bask in sunny areas and if you are fortunate to have lizards or snakes in 

your garden, then you can be assured that the ecology of your garden is in balance and 

good health.  There will be a much more plentiful supply of insects as the daily temper-

atures increase towards summer, with lots of butterflies, moths and bees looking for that 

extra supply of nectar and of course, pollinating all manner of flowers and trees, as they 

go about their daily searches.  In fact, a honey bee can fly up to 500 miles during her 

lifetime and may make up to 30 trips daily to collect nectar.  Unbelievably, it takes 

about 55,000 miles of flight to collect enough nectar to make a pound of honey.  So, 

some serious respect is due here and when you next see a honey bee in your garden, 

think about what these fascinating little creatures 

do daily, to put honey on your breakfast table. 

 

Whilst the nation is in lock-down in an attempt 

to stop the further spread of the coronavirus and 

we are asked to stay at home, our gardens have 

become even more important in our daily lives.  

As they provide us with a rare glimpse of wild-

life and a greater feeling of well-being.  So, take 

the opportunity to now look at your garden with 

a fresh pair of eyes and observe the wonderful 

realm of nature that is provided for you, right on 

your doorstop.  Understandably, the RSPB has 

suspended all its meetings in-line with the latest 

Government advice, but regular updates can be 

viewed on the Group’s website  

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest    

 
For any further info on anything nature-related within the New Forest or for infor-

mation about joining the local RSPB Members Group, email: - NewForest-

Group@rspb.org.uk 

 

Keith Partridge, RSPB New Forest Group Leader 

(Photos courtesy of the writer) 

 

Chaffinches and House Sparrows 

http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/newforest
mailto:NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk
mailto:NewForestGroup@rspb.org.uk
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www.u3asites.org.uk/lyndhurst 

******************  

 

.                          CORONAVIRUS ADVICE 
 
FOLLOWING ADVICE FROM THE GOVERNMENT 
AND THE CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER, U3A  
MONTHLY MEETINGS WHICH WE NORMALLY 
HOLD ON THE SECOND WEDNESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH…….   

 
            HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED UNTIL  
                      FURTHER NOTICE.    
 
WATCH THIS SPACE FOR DETAILS OF WHEN IT IS 
CONSIDERD SAFE TO RESUME OUR U3A  
MEETINGS  
 
SO, UNTIL WE DO MEET UP AGAIN…… 
STAY SAFE…..AND KEEP WASHING THOSE 
HANDS !  

 
 

****************  
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THE MEADOWS, LYNDHURST  

We turn up when we say we will! 
 

BATHROOMS 
DESIGN, SUPPLY + FITTING 

 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

ELECTRIC SHOWERS, TAPS, PUMPS  
 

TILING & LAMINATE FLOORING 
 

PAINTING 
 

KITCHENS 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!!! 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
“I RUN A LOCAL FAMILY COMPANY OFFERING  

EXCELLENT SERVICE  
& REALISTIC PRICES TO MEET YOUR BUDGET” 

Call Mike today 
 

07990 857239  02380 284405  
mwkinna@hotmail.com 
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Airport Transfer ~ Cruise / Ferry Terminal ~ Train Station 
Heathrow ~ Gatwick ~ Southampton ~ Bournemouth ~ Luton ~ 

Stansted 
Restaurant ~ Hotel ~ Hospital ~ Long Distance ~ Business Travel  

Business accounts available. 
 

We take pride in offering a local Friendly, Efficient and Reliable taxi  
service to the Lyndhurst,  New Forest and surrounding areas.  

 

 Our Vehicles can carry up to 6 Passengers and we are fully insured and  
licenced by New Forest District Council. 

 

Call us for a quote or to book on   02380 814876 ~ 07587 003091 
 

www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk  
www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire 

 

~ Now accepting debit and credit cards ~ 

http://www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire
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Quiz Time Answers 

 
1 a)  Ytene (also found as a synonym for giant). 
   b)  Land (belonging to the Jutes). 
   c)  The Frisians 
   d)  Wintancaester (at times, Wintuncaestre). 
 
2 a)  Charles II 
   b)  Captain Frederick Marryat (1792-1848). 
   c)  The Beverley family. 
   d)  Jacob Armitage 
 
3 a)  Liddell 
   b)  Pleasance 
   c)  Dinah 
   d)  Lewis Carroll (1832-1898). 
 
4 a)  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
   b)  221b Baker Street 
   c)  Steel true, blade straight. 
   d)  Robert Louis Stevenson 
 
5 a)  Florence Nightingale (1820-1910). 
   b)  The Crimean War (1853-1856). 
   c)  The Lady with the Lamp. 
   d)  Florence, Italy. 
 
6 a)  Brusher Mills 
   b)  Harry 
   c)  Lady Alice Lisle 
   d)  Judge Jeffreys 
 
7 a)  Turbary 
   b)  Fuelwood (or Estovers). 
   c)  Mast 
   d) Pannage 
   e)  The right of the lord of a manor to have his tenant's sheep graze on his land 
         so as to manure it. 
 
8 a)  The Verderers 
   b)  The Deputy Surveyor 
   c)  2005 
   d)  Epping Forest and the Forest of Dean. 
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CLERK’S CORNER – MAY 2020 
 
 
 

 
Well there certainly have been some changes since I wrote the April Clerk’s Corner.  For me 
it has meant giving up my daily journey down to the office in Lyndhurst and working from 
home again.  So far it has worked quite well, mainly due to modern technology and the fact 
that a lot of things have ground to a halt for people in general. 
  
We have had to close Coles Mead Recreation Ground for the time being.  Despite our best 
efforts young people continued to congregate there and it was the only course of action in 
order to comply with recommendations.  Our Allotment Gardens remain open to allotment 
holders but only so long as they adhere to social distancing guidance. There has been a re-
surgence of the Grow Your Own spirit we saw in the war years so hopefully we can look 
forward to seeing some wonderful produce in the coming months. 
  
The Cemetery at Boltons Bench also remains open although today I have been notified by 
Forestry England that they have made the decision to close some more car parks and this 
time the whole of this car parking area will be included.  They will trial the closure over the 
Easter Bank Holiday and then take a decision on whether the barrier will remain.  If anyone 
absolutely must go to the Cemetery by car I can arrange for the barrier to be opened for a 
short period of time.  Funerals will go ahead but will observe Government guidelines (more 
information on our website www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk) 
  
The Lyndhurst and Emery Down Community Emergencies Actions continue to offer assis-
tance to anyone who finds themselves in need of assistance during these uncertain times 
and they have teamed up with the Lyndhurst Welfare Charity who are offering a food bank 
operating from the Community Centre.  The Parish Council have offered support if it is 
needed at any time. We would also like to hear your ideas about how we can celebrate our 
volunteers and our tremendous community spirit, perhaps by revamping  our cancelled VE 
Day commemoration into a different community party.  Ideas are welcome.  
  
Please also be aware that the Parish Council (Councillors and staff) are all here for you at 
this difficult time and, as the statutory first tier of local government can often point our 
residents in the right direction to get the necessary assistance they require or can open the 
door to gaining answers to questions and finding support. 
 
One of the ways we can use our time at the moment is to look forward to the future with 
some ideas and plans to take forward.  We can start to plan even though we cannot do a 
lot for now so that when things do get back on an even keel we are ready to go with fresh 
ideas.   
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You are all welcome to contact us with your ideas too on what you would like to see for our 
lovely villages and hamlets when they get the opportunity to spring back to life. 
  
An idea that we will be able to take forward once further exploratory work has been com-
pleted, is the proposal for children’s play equipment at Great Mead.  The equipment was 
requested by local people for the three to seven age range and we have been fortunate 
enough to secure a grant for £25,000 which will provide the equipment required.  I will 
write more about this in the future as further progress will be slow due to movement re-
strictions at the present time. 
 

Plans are in hand to provide a footpath through from Southampton Road to Coles Mead 
Recreation Ground and the use of the land required for this project is being worked into 
the lease which is being prepared for us to take up the Wellands Road Football Ground 
land, thus increasing the amount of ground that the present adult football club and the 
Lyndhurst Junior Football Club have at their disposal and also providing some useful recre-
ational ground for children and adults of the village.  This is an exciting project which will 
eventually provide excellent facilities for a village of our size. 
  
Another idea that has been mooted is for the Parish Council to fund some additional clean-
ing around the village.  I am talking about the type of facility that we used to enjoy before 
local authority cuts took place.  Street cleaning has never been the responsibility of the 
Parish Council but is it something that you would like us to take on as a matter of civic 
pride?  Might there also be room for some additional planting around the village?  I notice 
that a local company have supplied wooden flower tubs, etc in Ashurst and very smart they 
look too.  Should we be funding something like this to brighten up the village? There is no 
doubt that the traders will require support from somewhere when village life returns to 
normal. Would this help to support them or do you have other ideas?  I have always 
thought that we have a large number of shops and businesses in our High Street for a  
village our size.  Perhaps now is the time to offer more assistance to keep and build on the 
diversity we enjoy. 
  
Our Planning Committee will continue to look at planning applications sent to us by NFNPA 
for our recommendation and are communicating their views to the Committee Chairman, 
Graham Reeve.  Graham then collates the views and makes an informed recommendation 
to me which I will forward to the relevant Planning Officer at the NFNPA.  We had to use 
this method for the March applications and found it worked quite well so will continue for 
the time being. 
 
 
 

Margaret Weston, Clerk to Lyndhurst Parish Council, (telephone: 023 8081 3218/email:clerk@lyndhurst
-pc.gov.uk).  Please note that this is my home telephone number and may sometimes be in use by other 
members of the family. 
 

mailto:clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
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Lyndhurst Community Centre is run by the Lyndhurst and District Community  
Association, an independent charitable association.  Charity number 301883 
 
NB Lyndhurst & District Community Association or Lyndhurst Community Centre in no way endorse or 
sponsor the advertisers or advertisements in the ‘What’s On’ magazine.  

DIRECTORY     useful numbers and other contact details 

Lyndhurst Library    0300 555 1387   
            www3.hants.gov.uk/library.htm 
Opening times Monday 9.30 – 1pm 

Tuesday 2 – 5.30pm 
Wednesday 9.30 – 1pm 

Thursday closed 
Friday 2 – 5.30pm 
Saturday 9.30 – 1pm 

Lyndhurst Community Centre    023 8028 2267 
                admin@lyndhurstcomm.org 
                www.lyndhurstcomm.org 
Computer learning sessions     01425 272593 
(over 50s)            cjar200@gmail.com 
 

Lyndhurst Parish Council      clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 
           The council’s website has many useful   
           links to other local organisations.      
           www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 

 

Lyndhurst Surgery        023 8028 2689 
                www.lyndhurstsurgery.org.uk 
 

Midforest Vets          023 8028 2358 (inc. out of hours) 
                www.midforestvets.co.uk 
 

Neighbourcare          0845 0945 818 
 

Disability Information Service    01425 628750 (helpline) 
 

Citizens Advice Bureau       0844 411 1306 
                www.citizensadvice.org.uk 
 

Churches 
Baptist Church           023 8028 4426 
Our Lady & St Edward (R.C.)     023 8028 2011 
St Michael & All Angels (CofE)    023 8028 3175 
 

Schools 
New Forest Small School      023 8028 4415 
St Michael & All Angels (Infants)   023 8028 2244 
Lyndhurst Pre-School        023 8028 2986 
   

New Forest Centre         023 8028 3444 (office)  
                023 8028 6153 (reference library) 
                www.newforestcentre.org.uk 
 

New Forest National Park Authority 01590  646600 
                www.newforestnpa.gov.uk 
 

New Forest District Council     023 8028 5000 
                www.newforest.gov.uk 
Events listings 
Both the District Council and National Park websites have listings of events taking 
place in the local area.   
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What’s On Online: 
 

https://lyndhurstcomm.org/whats-on-magazine/ 

Lyndhurst Community Centre 

https://lyndhurstcomm.org/whats-on-magazine/
https://lyndhurstcomm.org/whats-on-magazine/

