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Lyndhurst and District Community Association 

Lyndhurst Community Centre 
Main car park, off High Street, 
LYNDHURST, 
Hampshire, SO43 7NY 

Tel. 023 8028 2267 
admin@lyndhurstcomm.org 

www.lyndhurstcomm.org 

 
COMMUNITY CENTRE TEMPORARILY CLOSED 

As almost all our user groups have suspended meetings due to COVID-19 and 
the government is advising to minimise social contact, we have regretfully taken 
the decision to close the Community Centre for a number of weeks with effect 
from the end of Friday 20th March. Our phone line will remain open and we will 
be checking messages and emails should you need to contact us. 
We hope to be able to resume our full range of services soon and urge you to  
remain safe and optimistic in the meantime. 
 
Please see the back cover of this magazine for information about the Lyndhurst 
& Emery Down Isolation Support Group which is doing amazing work in the 
community. 
 
The current advice for “older” members of the community and those “at risk” is 
to self-isolate.  In other words, stay in your home as much as possible. 
As we live in a village community with close community ties, most people have 
close friends and relatives who can help with shopping, prescriptions or any  
other needs you have. 
 
In the event that you are not in this “fortunate” position and need assistance, 
please ring the Community Centre on 02380 282267 or email us on  
admin@lyndhurstcomm.org and we will try to arrange some help for you. 
 
We hope that you all stay safe and healthy in this very unusual time. 
 
                 HAPPY EASTER 
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 PJB 
 
 
 

 
IS YOUR GUTTERING OVERFLOWING? 

DOWNPIPE BLOCKED? 
DEBRIS—LEAVES—MOSS 

 

TO GET THEM CLEARED AND  
FREE-FLOWING AGAIN  

  

CALL 07818 414625 
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ROLAND FARMERS 
FULLY QUALIFIED DECORATOR 

(City & Guilds & Advanced Crafts) 
 

Your local craftsman with over 30 years experience.  

Specialising in interior decorating & painted furniture. 

All types and sizes of work considered. 

Fully insured. Competitive rates. 

 

For a no obligation quotation contact Roland on: 
Tel. 023 8081 4196   Mobile. 07791 503699 

Woodside Cottage, Minstead, Lyndhurst SO43 7GB   
 

 
 
 

       

   LEARN TO LINE DANCE 
                       

          Beginners line dance class every Tuesday 7 - 8.30pm 
       Lyndhurst Community Centre, Main Car Park, Lyndhurst  

SO43 7NY 
 

Please contact Charlotte Dawson on 07932 620758 or email:  
charlotte@surginet.org.uk for further information 

 

 
Come along and join in the fun way to dance with no need for a  

partner!! 
 

NEW BEGINNERS WELCOME EVERY WEEK 

Classes will resume once the  current Coronavirus  
situation is resolved. 

mailto:charlotte@surginet.org.uk
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Dear Resident  
 
We write to you at a time where our lives have been affected by the  
Coronavirus (Corvid-19) pandemic which is happening to us all globally.  
Trying to live a normal life at present is very  challenging especially for the 
vulnerable, elderly and key workers of Lyndhurst & Emery Down (and  
surrounding areas). 
 
We have formed an isolation support group to ensure that you are all sup-
ported during these times.  This can be from providing a friendly telephone 
call during isolation, or collecting your medication, or essential shopping.   
 
The Co-op has kindly agreed to open daily from the hours of 09:30-10:30 
for these groups and therefore we are working with this shop and others to 
ensure that residents are supported during this time.  The butcher, most 
restaurants, pubs & cafes in the area are providing a delivery service for 
their food and all the details can be found on our facebook group page, or 
call the establishment direct. 
 
On the back of this What’s On guide, are details of how you can contact us: 
Tel 023 8028 4426 or Email: lyndhurstcommunityresponse@gmail.com 
 
Please stay safe: 
 
In these times it is vital that you are safe.  Both in isolation and in  
requesting support.  Please ensure that you only ask and accept support 
from this group, or your friends & family.  We have put in place safe-
guarding measures to ensure that you and all our volunteers remain safe in 
your home. 
 

mailto:lyndhurstcommunityresponse@gmail.com
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Tips for Isolation: 
 

• Do get some fresh air / Gardening / Walking 
• Do the things in the house you keep putting off 
• Watch the tv and relax with a film 

• Talk to friends and family or a volunteer 
• Crosswords, online games, puzzles 

• Write a diary 
• For those with children homeschool….keep active lots of tips on our 

FB page 
• Try to limit social media and news as its not good for our mental 

health 
 
We are just about to enter into spring and we are all keen to ensure we 
can get out in the garden and hopefully enjoy some dry weather.  For you 
keen gardeners out there or even if it is to brighten up your patio with 
some colour, Parish Councillor, Fiona Green, is planning a trip to Baskets 
& Blooms Plant Sales in Fordingbridge to buy lots of garden essentials 
which she will then deliver to your home. Please contact Fiona direct on 
07766 812672 or email: fionagreenlpc@outlook.com 
 
We just want to say a huge thank you to all our community volunteers 
who have signed up to provide a volunteering service across our  
community, with out your selflessness, time and caring ways – this group 
would not be possible.  It is heart-warming to receive over 120 people 
offering their support and how this is reassuring all our residents at this 
time, in the knowledge that they are not alone. 
 
Please Stay Safe 
 
Lou, Sutti and Simon 
Co-ordinators of the Lyndhurst & Emery Down Community Emergencies Action 

group 

mailto:fionagreenlpc@outlook.com
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Hardley Industrial  
Estate, Southampton 

www.abcowindows.co.uk 
 

info@abcowindows.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Family run,  
established in 1981  

 

023 8214 6802 
 

 

 

 
• WINDOWS & DOORS 
• FASCIA & SOFFIT 
• CONSERVATORIES 
• PORCHES 
• REPAIRS & SERVICING 
• COMPOSITE              

GARDEN ROOMS 
• GARAGE DOORS 
• CONSERVATORY       

RENOVATIONS 
• ROOFLIGHTS 
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• All aspects of interior and exterior work undertaken 

• Private and commercial properties 

• Fully qualified and insured 
 

                                           
                                          Reg no: 303615                                          Reg no: 10042 

 

Jeremy Gailor Plumbing and Heating 
 

Your local experienced plumbing and heating engineer. 
All aspects of plumbing undertaken: 

 

Gas 
Oil 

LPG 
Bathrooms 

Unvented cylinders 
 

Boiler services, repairs & upgrades 
 

Chartered Institute of Plumbing and Heating Engineers  
registered plumber 

 
 

   Tel: 023 8029 2550    Mob: 07855916078 
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Elisabeth and Geoffrey Hopson 
 
 
 
We were very sorry to hear that the supermarket, Budgens, has closed  
in the village after 14 ½ years. 
 
The Community Centre Staff and Trustees were very keen to mark the  
contribution that Elisabeth and Geoffrey, and the staff at Budgens, have 
made to the Community Centre, and the village as a whole, over the years.  
Budgens have supported many groups in Lyndhurst  and have donated  
various pieces of equipment to the Centre, for which we are very grateful. 
 
      We wish them all the very best for the future. 
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BOOSTING YOUR IMMUNITY NATURALLY 

 
In the grip of coronavirus, as well as common sense practices to prevent 
the spread (like washing your hands well with soap, or cough and sneeze 
in a tissue and dispose of it properly)  what can you do nutritionally to boost 
your immunity when you get hit with a virus? 
 
A healthy immune system is the best defence against illness and the lym-
phatic system cleans lymph from the blood in its many ‘nodes’ which swell 
at times of infection (like those under your jaw).   It has no means of mov-
ing fluid so relies on movement from muscles, and your heart pumping 
blood.   Immediately then you can see the connection between exercise 
and immunity. Walking is an immune-enhancing activity.  If you sit in a chair 
watching TV, or work behind a desk, make an effort to get up at least once 
an hour and have a walk about.   
 
The elderly often has compromised immunity which can be made worse by  
isolation and loneliness.  We are all busy but perhaps, when the corona-
virus is over, we can find time to pop-in to an elderly neighbour and see if 
they need some shopping, or have a cup of tea.   
 
Just as importantly is what you don’t eat, foods that are full of sugar and 
poor quality fats can deplete your immune system, whilst providing little or 
no nutrient value.  
 
As always with nutrition, variety is the key to balance, and make sure to 
wash your fruit and vegetables to rid any residue from pesticides, herbi-
cides, or even just wee Jimmy down the street putting his snotty hands on 
them when he's got a cold. 
 
Nutrients to boost immune system include:  
 
Protein - meat and fish, eggs, dairy.  Vegans try quinoa, tofu or amaranth. 
Vitamin A can be found in sweet potatoes, asparagus, carrots, green leafy 
veg like broccoli, kale and spinach.  
Vitamin C sources include berries, tomatoes, spinach, broccoli 
Garlic and Onions antibacterial and antiviral properties 
Zinc can be found in whole grains, nuts, seeds, eggs 
Omega 3 has immune boosting properties.  Fish, flax seed and their oils. 
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Lifestyle Practices associated with increased immunity: 
 
Positive Mental Attitude - links have been shown between optimism and 
healthy immunity. 
Maintain good body weight - obesity adds stress and is linked to decreased 
immune status. 
Regular moderate exercise - keep things moving. 
Adequate sleep - at least 7 hours, so that you can regenerate. 
Slow down - try mindfulness or breathing exercises, get more oxygen into 
your cells. 
Avoid stimulants - smoking, sugar, alcohol, caffeine.  
Eat whole foods and avoid refined foods. 
 
Nutrition with Nikki 

 
Rhubarb Salsa 

 

Rhubarb is in season, try using it instead of tomatoes in this salsa alterna-
tive which is packed with vitamin C and antioxidants – great for boosting 
the immune system. 
 
Ingredients: 
 

3 stalks red rhubarb (diced – 2cm) 
1 bunch spring onions (chopped including 
green parts) 
1 jalapeno chilli (chopped) 
1 large spoon honey 
Juice of 1 lime 
½ mango (optional) 
Handful chopped coriander 
Sea Salt and Black Pepper 
 
Instructions: 
 

Bring pan or water to the boil and add rhubarb for up to 90 seconds.  Don’t 
overcook or it won’t hold its shape.  
Drain and rinse immediately with cold water and dry. 
Add honey to a bowl, mix rhubarb in and allow to get to room temperature. 
Add all other chopped ingredients (you can use a food processer briefly) 
and mix – set aside for flavours to absorb. 
Serving suggestions - goes well with mackerel, chicken, salad, or simply 
cheese and crusty bread. 

Recipe by Nutrition with Nikki  
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Under  Control  (further reflections on Luke’s Gospel) 

 
The Pharisees couldn’t see that they were guilty instruments of a rescue plan prepared 
before Time. They thought that now they had the co-operation of a faithless friend, they 
were steering Jesus’ fate. The thirty pieces of silver they paid for Judas’s treachery were an 
insult - the worth of a slave (Exodus). They didn’t see the irony – that they regarded the 
Son of God as nothing  . . . and so did he. For, as a slave has no rights, so, Jesus - all 
powerful as he was - came to submit utterly to his Father’s will, to yield without resistance 
to the cruelty of a Roman cross and to bear the judgement for the world’s sin that men 
might, therefore, be forgiven: “(Jesus) Who, being in very nature God did not consider 
equality  with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a slave, being made in human likeness – and being 
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death – even 
death on a cross.” (Philippians ch2)  
 
They had gone to Pilate with lies (Luke 23) but neither Pilate nor Herod Antipas found any 
evidence to condemn Jesus to death – if anything, they appeared to be disappointed in the 
silent man who had caused such a sensation, but the authorities were insistent, aggressive. 
Hysterical. They bullied the Romans (hard to believe) into doing their murdering for them. 
Yet, much greater power and purpose were at work . . . 
 
“(Jesus) We are going up to Jerusalem  and everything that is written by the prophets 
about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. He will be handed over to the Gentiles. They will 
mock him, insult him and spit on him; they will flog him and kill him. On the third day he 
will rise again.”(Luke 18) 
 
Jesus’ death and resurrection fitted the prophesies of ancient scriptures like Psalms 22 and 
41, Isaiah 53, Zechariah 11 : to be betrayed by a friend for 30 pieces of silver; to be 
abandoned ; to be framed; to be quiet before his accusers; to be beaten and stripped of his 
clothing (for which the soldiers gambled);  to be mocked and humiliated; to die  in agony 
and thirst with hands and feet pierced; to be forsaken by God; to have no bones broken; to 
die but not decay; to rise from the dead. 
 
Read Luke’s Gospel without pausing. Jesus’ bold words will challenge you. His suffering 
will upset you. Highlight words of violence and hatred and you will be grimly reminded of 
the state of the human heart. Jesus endured a criminal’s death unjustly because however 
lovely we are as people, we simply cannot stand before a holy God. He came so that we 
can!   

All you have to do is believe. 
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19 v10) 
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Fairs & Events 
Sadly, all fairs and events for April have been cancelled due to COVID-19. 
 
 

The Community Club Lunch for April is cancelled.  We will let you know as soon as 
these can be resumed.   We will miss you all and wish you a healthy and happy Easter.  

 
Films 
There is no film in April.   The next film we will be showing at the Centre is Judy (12A), 
as soon as the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.  We will look forward to seeing you all 
again then. 
Thirty years after starring in "The Wizard of Oz," beloved actress and singer Judy 
Garland arrives in London to perform sold-out shows at the Talk of the Town nightclub. 
While there, she reminisces with friends and fans and begins a whirlwind romance with 
musician Mickey Deans, her soon-to-be fifth husband. Starring Renée Zellweger as Judy. 
 
Lyndhurst Village Decorations Committee 
Please be advised that the Lyndhurst Village Decorations Committee A.G.M. 21st April 
has been cancelled. 
A new date will be set when the current situation has improved. 
 
RSPB Notice 
Following on from the UK Government’s Press Conference of earlier today and with the 
Government and Public Health England striving hard to contain the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19), we have now taken the decision to suspend ALL of our meetings until 
further notice. This suspension covers both Field Trips and Indoor Meetings.  
 
New Forest Art Society  
Please check their website for details: https://newforestartsociety.weebly.com 
 
The talk on Horses for the Great War by Pheobe Merrick to have been held on 
Tuesday 7 April 2020 at 7.30pm in Emery Down and Bank Village Hall has been 
postponed.  Details of its rescheduling will be announced in due course when more 
information on the COVID-19 pandemic is known. 

  
Healthy Walks 
With sadness we have to inform you of a decision to cancel all Lyndhurst Walking for 
Health walks until further notice. We have received a directive from ‘the management’ & 
have been directed to stop. This is part of that email – 
 Unfortunately, we have had to take the decision to stop all Healthy Walks in the New 
Forest.  Walk leaders are not to lead walks but if walkers decide themselves to meet and 
walk that is their decision to do so but Walk Leaders are to take no responsibility under 
the Healthy Walk's scheme.  
This is a management decision and we hope that we will be able to begin walking again 
soon.  I will keep you updated.  
  

Community Pages—Local events and news 
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 A Stitch in Time 
 
  Meadowsweet, 
  Chapel Lane 
  Lyndhurst 
  SO43 7FF 
 

  Email: sali@forestac.co.uk 
  Tel. 023 8028 3969 

 

 
  Curtains, blinds, upholstery, loose covers, 
  soft furnishings, alterations and repairs. 

Looking for COMMUNITY NEWS!!!   
Do you have a special event coming up?  Let us know! 

Community Centre office: 023 8028 2267 Email: admin@lyndhurstcomm.org 
Normal Office opening hours: Monday to Friday 9.00am -1.00pm and 2.00pm-

Please could we have any copy for the May issue by the 18th April to enable us to get the magazine 
printed and  distributed before the beginning of the month.  Very many thanks. 

 

We are all facing a very difficult and challenging time, but we hope you manage to get 
some pleasure from the advent of Spring and Easter and enjoy your gardens, and maybe 
even bird watching from your windows.   Keep well and safe and we all look forward to 
seeing you again at the Community Centre when this pandemic is over. 
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• Sports Injuries   
• Back and Neck 
• Sciatica 
• Migraine/Headaches 
• Upper & Lower 

Limbs 
• Sports Massage 
• Acupuncture 

HEALTH INSURANCE  
APPROVED 

Home Visits Arranged 

Community  Health & Well Being 
Centre, 

Pikes Hill, Lyndhurst, Hampshire 
SO43 7NG 

Telephone: 023 8028 2862 

 

Handyman, 
Carpenter and Joiner 

 

seeks small jobs 
Locks, doors, gates, fences,  

    small painting jobs 
 

                  Reasonable rates 
   Free estimates 
 

   Tel. 07930 209971 
   or 023 8081 1613 
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MINT GARDENS LTD 
 

Garden & landscape services 
 

All aspects of garden maintenance 
undertaken, including 
 

 grass and hedge cutting 
 garden clearance 

 planting & pruning 
 City & Guilds qualified 

 

Mob. 07890 625049 
info@mintgardensltd.co.uk 
www.mintgardensltd.co.uk 

 

  

Sofikas 

  
  

  
  
  
 
 

65a High Street 
Lyndhurst 
SO43 7BE 

023 8028 2571 
  

sofikas@btconnect.com 
Or find me on facebook 

Womenswear, Menswear, Shoes  
& Accessories 

Please look at my Facebook page or email for 
any up-to-date information on opening times in 
light of the Corona virus. 
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Event information for Members only. 
But membership is available to all, so why not join? 

Remember as Club Members you can ask to use the gardens 
 and the Club facilities for your functions, such as  

anniversaries,  parties, wakes, etc. 
 

                 

 

To All Members    
 

With deep regret and after much consideration 
by the committee, we have to inform you that 

we will be closed from Friday, 20th March until 
further notice.  This is what we feel we must do 
to protect the health of our members and staff. 

 
We will keep you updated via email so anyone 
that would like to be added to the mailing list 

please email lyndhurstnondescripts@live.co.uk. 
 

Thank you for your understanding.          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEW FOREST 
 NONDESCRIPTS CLUB 

Crown Lodge 
1 Church Lane 

Lyndhurst  
(next to Car Park) 

02380 282353 
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Including Minstead,  
Emery Down, Bank and Brook 

  
We are a voluntary group offering transport and other services 

 to those in need 
Just telephone the voicemail and we’ll get back to you. 

Tel:  0845 0945 818 
  

(24-hour Voicemail that is accessed once or twice a day on 
weekdays) 

We regret that we cannot help with personal 
or domestic care, or gardening. 

All our volunteers are DBS checked. 
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FUN TIME! 
 

 
Instead of the Centre  Pages this month, as the Centre is temporarily closed, we thought 
you might like to have a go at a Word Search! 
 
Please see our website for any up to date information about events 
(www.lyndhurstcomm.org) 

 
 

   W O R D  S E A R C H      

                    

N E D B I D O O W Y N N E D A B N S T D 

L L I H S D O G C D E F G B H I O H S R 

M I N S T E A D N M J L K R L M T O R O 

C O M P T O N O N O A P R O Q E T B U F 

N O T R A B T B L A S H F O R D O L H K 

R W O O D G R E E N E S T K G Y O E S C 

B T U V N D O W N T O N H I W H W Y A O 

U U E I L U A E B X Y O R Z R A T B C R 

C D M E F E C R O W L T G U H F I U J A 

K Y A W S K P D L M S M E N O P Q R O E 

L H A L E S O E S R R H T M U B V W X S 

E E R D L O B L U Y T Z K N A B K Y A N 

R O B C W D E H E Y F R E W O H E C G O 

S T H G L Y N D H U R S T I J L G E O D 

H P N K L E L L I N G H A M R M L O N R 

A I O P K D O O W R E V Q U R I S T R O 

R T U C V W X E G D I R B G N I D R O F 

D O O W N I L Y D O O W H G I H Z A B L 

B R E A M O R E M A N D A C Y E L S B I 

B W A H S M A R B X X M A H R E M A D M 
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All the place names except one can be found in the grid reading forwards, 
backwards, up, down or diagonally. 
 
Which name cannot be found? 
(The answer is in the magazine—somewhere!) 
 
Ashurst                  Crow                         Hyde                        Sopley                  

Bank                       Damerham               Hythe                       South Gorley 

Barton                    Denny Wood           Ibsley                        Sway 

Beaulieu                 Dibden                     Lepe                          Tiptoe 

Blashford               Downton                  Linwood                   Verwood 

Boldre                     Eling                          Lymington               Wood Green 

Bramshaw              Ellingham                 Lyndhurst                 Wootton 

Breamore               Fordingbridge          Milford on sea 

Brockenhurst         Fritham                Minstead 

Brook                       Frogham                  Ower 

Bucklers Hard         Godshill                   Ringwood 

Burley                      Hale                          Rockbourne 

Cadnam                   Highwood               Rockford 

Compton                  Holmsley                Shobley 

 

 

Word Search kindly created by Ian Burnham 
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SIMPLY  
LANDSCAPES 

     Tel: 01590 382272 
         07379 408095 
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Swifts:  spectacular visitors to Lyndhurst that need our help 
 

The skies of Lyndhurst are now quiet.    Nearly all 

the Swifts who hurtle overhead in groups in early 

summer, thrilling and exhilarating us with their 

speed and screams, leave the UK in early August.   

The last Swifts leave by mid-August.     It will be 

early May before they return here to breed.    For 

the rest of the year, they are in Central and Southern 

parts of Africa. 
 

Swifts are supreme flyers. They are perfectly 

adapted to a life spent almost entirely in the air.   

They sleep, feed and mate on the wing and only 

land to breed.   When a Swift chick leaves its nest, it will spend the next three to four 

years in constant flight.  Swifts do not land on the ground or perch on buildings, trees 

or telephone cables. They have tiny feet, with very sharp claws that are perfect for 

clinging to vertical surfaces, but unsuitable for perching or walking.      
 

Radar tracking has shown that at night, swifts routinely fly as high as 10,000 feet.    

When they sleep, they shut down half of their brain at a time.   They can navigate 

through different wind speeds while sleeping, making automatic adjustments to their 

flight to avoid drifting from their desired course. 
 

Swifts eat flying insects, such as aphids, mosquitos, small beetles, flies and tiny spi-

ders floating on the air.    These insects are most numerous between May and August.  

That determines how long Swifts can spend in the UK during their breeding season as 

they need huge numbers of these insects to feed their chicks.   Unlike Swallows and 

House Martins, who eat a wider variety of insects and can therefore have two or three 

broods of chicks during the summer, Swifts have a single brood. 
 

Two thousand years ago, Swifts nested in holes in trees or in crevices in cliffs, now 

that is very rare and they have become entirely dependent on buildings for their nest 

sites.   They look for small gaps or holes high up in buildings where they can access a 

flat space to nest, such as under tiles, in gaps under the eaves or under soffits. The nest 

is invisible from outside.    Modern houses very rarely have any gaps or holes, so most 

nest sites tend to be in older buildings.  Thousands of Swift nest sites have been lost 

when buildings are demolished, re-roofed or renovated, or when plastic soffits and 

fascias are installed.   Swifts are faithful to their nest site, so once a pair find a site, 

they will return to it year after year.     
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If they return and find their nest site has been destroyed or is no longer accessible, 

they may not breed that year unless a new nest site is easily available nearby.    
 

Swifts are in deep trouble.   They are undergoing a catastrophic decline.  Their  

population in the UK has declined by 53% in the last 20 years.   Loss of nest sites is a 

major contributor to this decline but falls in the populations of insects they eat may 

also play a part.   House Sparrows and Starlings are also experiencing steep declines 

in numbers,   they too rely on buildings for places to nest.   
 

Lyndhurst still has a good number of Swifts visiting each summer, but there are far 

fewer of them than in the past.  They are gregarious birds and prefer to nest close to 

other Swifts.   Re-roofing and soffit replacement have led to the loss of many nest 

sites.   Some areas no longer have any nesting Swifts.    
 

Preserving existing nest sites and providing new nest sites is crucial if we are to pre-

vent Swifts becoming extinct in the UK.    Thousands of new nest sites are needed 

each year to halt the decline.   Hampshire Swifts is a charity set up in 2016 with the 

aim of stopping the decline of this special bird and increasing their numbers.  We 

give free advice on all matters related to Swift nest sites.   We sell nest boxes and will 

put them up for you.  We also advise on creating permanent homes for Swifts using 

Swift bricks.   We work to persuade local councils and developers to help Swifts by 

installing Swift bricks in new buildings.    
 

How can you help Swifts?   Preserve existing nest sites, put up nest boxes, encourage 

your neighbours to put up nest boxes, record where they are nesting on the  

Hampshire Swifts survey website (https://www.hampshireswifts.co.uk/swift-survey), 

and write to your local councillors about the importance of making the installation of 

Swift bricks in new developments a condition of planning approval.   We would  

welcome your help as a volunteer.        
 

Swifts are amazing and beautiful birds.   The sound and sight of them racing, scream-

ing over our rooftops is exhilarating and an essential part of summer.   Let’s make 

sure that continues.  

 

Catharine Gale, Hampshire Swifts.   
Our web site is https://www.hampshireswifts.co.uk/    For advice email us on 
info@hampshireswifts.co.uk. 

https://www.hampshireswifts.co.uk/swift-survey
https://www.hampshireswifts.co.uk/
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Forestry England Statement  - Access to the New Forest - 23 March 2020 

This weekend, right across the country we have seen large numbers of 
people visiting public outdoor spaces, and it has not always being able to 
achieve social distancing. Covid-19 means that this is a threat to people’s 
health. 
  
Our priority is to keep the public and our staff safe and as a result we are 
in the process of closing all main car parks in the New Forest from today. 
The car parks affected are those at Bolderwood, Wilverley, Blackwater, 
Whitefield Moor, Anderwood, Hatchet Pond and New Forest Reptile  
Centre.  All of our public facilities within the New Forest are already closed 
including public toilets, visitor cabins, and BBQ facilities. Campsites are  
also closed and we would like to remind people that wild camping is illegal 
anywhere on the New Forest or in its car parks. 
  
Smaller car parks in the Forest remain open for now. We have taken the 
decision not to close these for several reasons. We are concerned that  
closures would lead to large amounts of parking on verges and open 
ground causing real and irreversible damage to the landscape. Parking at 
locations away from the network of tracks would also lead to large num-
bers of people walking across the open forest putting wildlife at huge risk, 
particularly as it’s the start of the ground nesting bird season in these  
areas. 
  
We will keep the situation under constant review and may close all car 
parks with immediate effect if the government’s guidelines on social dis-
tancing are not being adhered to or if the advice from Public Health  
England changes. Local people still have access to the countryside but we 
ask everyone to ensure they follow government guidance on avoiding all 
non-essential travel and social distancing to help restrict the spread of 
Coronavirus  
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www.u3asites.org.uk/lyndhurst 

******************  

Following official advice from 

the Chief Medical Officer, our 

U3A Committee has decided  

to suspend our monthly  

meetings for the duration of 

this Coronavirus emergency.  
 

Please keep safe and well. 
.   
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Eagle Eyed 

By Steve Egerton-Read, White-Tailed Eagle Project Officer, Forestry England 

Last year was a really important one for me and the team as the first white-tailed eagles 
arrived on the Isle of Wight and we began a program to reintroduce these amazing birds 
to England. This year also promises to be an exciting one for the project as we look to  
release more birds and follow the progress of the 
2019s cohort of eagles. Despite the difficult  
weather conditions this winter, the young white-
tailed eagles are doing well; conserving energy on 
wet and miserable days but making the most of the 
breaks in the weather to search for food. Three 
birds remain on the Isle of Wight, and one is still in 
Oxfordshire. 
 
The satellite tracking data gives us a fascinating 
insight into the young eagles’ daily movements, 
and has shown that they are often extremely seden-
tary;  perching quietly in wooded areas for much of 
the day and seldom flying more than a few  
kilometres from their roost site. They would rather sit and watch for prey to save valua-
ble energy – which is particularly important for young birds in their first winter. 
 
Two of the birds have struck up a friendship. These two birds were not reared in the 
same pen but found each other on the Isle of Wight whilst exploring after fledging.  
Although the birds are reared in pens with at least one other, they have no contact with 
any other young eagles during this period. This means that when they meet after release, 
it replicates the natural process of young eagles from different nests encountering each 
other. The data shows us they frequently roost close to each other, and sometimes even 
in the same tree, and we have had a number of reports of them tumbling with each other 
mid-air. We were also told that they had been seen soaring with paragliders over the 
west Wight, which must be the most extreme sighting we have had to date! 
 
Although white-tailed eagles do not breed until they are around 4-5 years old, it is some-
times possible for pair bonds to become established much earlier than that. So there is a 
chance that if the two birds survive the next few years, they may eventually form a  
breeding pair. 
 
We receive a number of queries asking where is best to view the eagles and we hope as 
the project progresses there may be a suitable place we can recommend. However, on a 
sunny day, you have a good chance to see them at any of the islands many landmarks – 
you just need some luck. If you do encounter an eagle please do remember to give it 
plenty of space and avoid scaring it from its position. 

You can find more information about the project at Instagram: @SeaEagleEngland,  
Twitter: @SeaEagleEngland and @RoyDennisWF 
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THE MEADOWS, LYNDHURST  

We turn up when we say we will! 
 

BATHROOMS 
DESIGN, SUPPLY + FITTING 

 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

ELECTRIC SHOWERS, TAPS, PUMPS  
 

TILING & LAMINATE FLOORING 
 

PAINTING 
 

KITCHENS 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!!! 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
“I RUN A LOCAL FAMILY COMPANY OFFERING  

EXCELLENT SERVICE  
& REALISTIC PRICES TO MEET YOUR BUDGET” 

Call Mike today 
 

07990 857239  02380 284405  
mwkinna@hotmail.com 
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RELIABLE MAN WITH VAN 

 

 
Available for light removals,  

deliveries of bulky items, parcels, packages etc. 

Includes evenings and weekends. 
Please call Gary 

Mob. 07812 671876 
or 023 8066 3170 

 

Which name can you not find 
in the Word Search: SOPLEY 
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GARDENING JOBS FOR APRIL 

 

The weather is improving and the evenings are getting 

lighter.  As we’re now more confined to our homes, it’s 

just the right time to get our gardens into shape!  It will 

be lovely to be out in the sunshine again after such a 

dreary winter.   Here are some jobs you can be doing 

during April: 

 

 Cut back pelargoniums.  They can be pruned quite 

hard. 

 Cut back deciduous grasses down to ground level.  

Don’t cut everygeen grasses, just trim as necessary. 

 Prune all roses except ramblers. 

 Mow the lawn on dry days, sow new lawns or repair 

bare patches. 

 Lift and divide overgrown clumps of  

 perennials. 

 Keep weeds under control. 

 Sow hardy annuals, herbs and wild flower seeds  

 outdoors. 

 Start feeding fish in your pond. 

 Chit potatoes in egg boxes in a bright place. 

 Sow onion sets. 

 

 

HAVE FUN! 
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Airport Transfer ~ Cruise / Ferry Terminal ~ Train Station 
Heathrow ~ Gatwick ~ Southampton ~ Bournemouth ~ Luton ~ 

Stansted 
Restaurant ~ Hotel ~ Hospital ~ Long Distance ~ Business Travel  

Business accounts available. 
 

We take pride in offering a local Friendly, Efficient and Reliable taxi  
service to the Lyndhurst,  New Forest and surrounding areas.  

 

 Our Vehicles can carry up to 6 Passengers and we are fully insured and  
licenced by New Forest District Council. 

 

Call us for a quote or to book on   02380 814876 ~ 07587 003091 
 

www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk  
www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire 

 

~ Now accepting debit and credit cards ~ 

http://www.Bridleprivatehire.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/bridleprivatehire
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D M 
PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 
 

Painting & Decorating 
Plastering 

Floor & Wall Tiling 
Wood and Laminate Floors 

Kitchens and Bathrooms fitted 
 

Lyndhurst Resident 
Fully Insured 

All work guaranteed 
Over 36 years’ experience 

 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Call David on 023 8028 4833 
Mobile: 07946 973818 
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CLERK’S CORNER – APRIL 2020 
 
 
 

 
I know it’s stating the obvious but what a difference a month makes sometimes – 
and this is one of them!  Going through the March Clerk’s Corner I will update as 
follows: …. 
 
We were waiting to hear more about Hoburne’s proposals for the site of the  
Lyndhurst Park Hotel.  Some of our Councillors have now visited their offices and 
the company  have held a very interesting and comprehensive consultation at the 
Community Centre with the general public. I know there are some concerns about a 
number of issues including provision of a bus layby, the feeling that there is no 
need for extra retail units, not enough car parking and the fact that it should be  
allocated parking, too much density in the proposals and not enough affordable 
housing.  However, Hoburne came along with a preliminary proposal to gauge the 
views of residents and interested parties and have now gone back to take another 
look and perhaps address some of the concerns.  We are now waiting to hear more 
from the development company or to see a planning application submitted. 
 
In view of the awful situation in which we now find ourselves arising from COVID 19 
it was inevitable that we take the step of postponing our Annual Parish Meeting.  It 
was a shame because we were trying a new format this year to make the meeting 
as crisp and concise as possible and we were following on with our Parish  
Champion Awards which we also had to postpone.  Further updates will be given 
as soon as possible but we are in uncertain times at the moment and it is more im-
portant to consider the safety of our residents. 
 
The next disappointment was the fact that we have had to cancel our VE Day Com-
memoration event – Picnic on the Pitch – which was due to take place on Saturday 
9 May.  It may seem early to be thinking about cancelling but it is likely that the  
pandemic will be peaking around that time so going ahead was not an option.  In 
any case this sort of event takes a great deal of forward planning which would not 
be possible if we are to follow Government guidelines.  I would like to take the  
opportunity to thank the hardworking committee who, having worked so hard to get 
this event under way, are now faced with this disappointment.  Hopefully, we will be 
able to get something similar underway in the not too distant future. 
 
Angela Trend is still working on the lasting legacy part of the VE Day  
Commemoration project and has asked me to find out if there is anyone locally who 
can remember how the village celebrated the end of the war.  We know that there 
was a party in The Custards but really have no other information.  It would be great 
to hear from anyone who either took part or has had stories handed down to them 
over the years.  Angela is also looking for artefacts associated with the war such as 
gas masks, ration books or helmets, etc. 
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Another group who deserve an enormous pat on the back is the Lyndhurst and  
Emery Down Community Emergencies Actions who have really brought the villages 
together in these times of uncertainty. 
 
The formal consultation by HCC regarding the future of Lyndhurst Library has now 
closed.  At our March LPC meeting we were asked by a Trustee representative 
from Lyndhurst and District Community Association to consider a way in which the 
Parish Council could assist financially if it became apparent that the Library was to 
close.  This would involve the Parish Council moving their offices to a small amount 
of space at present occupied by the Library at the front of the building and our rent 
would be the same as that paid now by the HCC Library Service.  In turn the  
Library Service would only be charged a peppercorn rent, thus making a large  
saving.  It remains to be seen whether HCC will regard this as a viable proposition 
in order to keep our Library open but in turn the Community Centre could, with a 
few changes, make the space occupied by the Library into a meeting facility when 
not in use by the Library during their normal opening hours.   
 
Our Cemetery has now been designated as Gold Standard by NFDC with regard to 
tree husbandry and their Corporate Tree Officer has told us that he will be taking 
their grounds people on site to have a look at “how it should be done” with a view to 
implementing similar procedures in the NFDC cemeteries.  This is very gratifying to 
know and leads me on to say that we will be spending some money at the  
Cemetery in the coming months on redecoration of the Chapel and lynch gate and 
some new seating both at the lych gate and the Chapel.  The small car park along-
side the Cemetery wall will also be resurfaced.  The upkeep of Cemetery Road  
itself lies with Forestry England and I shall be writing to them again to ask that 
some remedial action be taken as it is in a very bad state of repair. 
 
Does anyone ever walk along the path to the side of the Church at Emery Down 
that leads out onto the A35 and onwards to Bank.  As it is part of our village walk I 
had occasion to go along there recently.  I realise we have had some very wet 
weather this winter but the path has deteriorated quite dramatically since the last 
time I walked up that way.  Is there anyone who uses it regularly who could let me 
have their views please as I am wondering if it would be possible to obtain a Coun-
tryside Access grant for the work necessary to bring it up to standard again. 
 
The Chairman Chris Willsher, Councillor Bisson and myself recently met with Mark 
Bursey from NFDC to discuss allocation of the Environment Grant of £2,000 which 
they awarded to us to undertake some work in Great Mead.  It was decided to plant 
approximately four oak trees, assorted nut trees and some wildflower swathes, with 
any money left over to be spent on fruit trees for the community orchard in the allot-
ment gardens.  
 
Margaret Weston, Clerk to Lyndhurst Parish Council, 13 High Street, Lyndhurst SO43 7BB 
(telephone: 023 8028 4928/email: clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk).  Office hours will vary at the 
moment and there will be limited access to residents until we return to normal.  It is there-
fore preferable to telephone or email whenever possible. 
 

mailto:clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk
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Lyndhurst Community Centre is run by the Lyndhurst and District Community  
Association, an independent charitable association.  Charity number 301883 
 
NB Lyndhurst & District Community Association or Lyndhurst Community Centre in no way endorse or 

DIRECTORY     useful numbers and other contact details 

Lyndhurst Library    0300 555 1387   
            www3.hants.gov.uk/library.htm 
Opening times Monday 9.30 – 1pm 

Tuesday 2 – 5.30pm 
Wednesday 9.30 – 1pm 

Thursday closed 
Friday 2 – 5.30pm 
Saturday 9.30 – 1pm 

Lyndhurst Community Centre    023 8028 2267 
                admin@lyndhurstcomm.org 
                www.lyndhurstcomm.org 
Computer learning sessions     01425 272593 
(over 50s)            cjar200@gmail.com 
 

Lyndhurst Parish Council      clerk@lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 
           The council’s website has many useful   
           links to other local organisations.      
           www.lyndhurst-pc.gov.uk 

 

Lyndhurst Surgery        023 8028 2689 
                www.lyndhurstsurgery.org.uk 
 

Midforest Vets          023 8028 2358 (inc. out of hours) 
                www.midforestvets.co.uk 
 

Neighbourcare          0845 0945 818 
 

Disability Information Service    01425 628750 (helpline) 
 

Citizens Advice Bureau       0844 411 1306 
                www.citizensadvice.org.uk 
 

Churches 
Baptist Church           023 8028 4426 
Our Lady & St Edward (R.C.)     023 8028 2011 
St Michael & All Angels (CofE)    023 8028 3175 
 

Schools 
New Forest Small School      023 8028 4415 
St Michael & All Angels (Infants)   023 8028 2244 
Lyndhurst Pre-School        023 8028 2986 
   

New Forest Centre         023 8028 3444 (office)  
                023 8028 6153 (reference library) 
                www.newforestcentre.org.uk 
 

New Forest National Park Authority 01590  646600 
                www.newforestnpa.gov.uk 
 

New Forest District Council     023 8028 5000 
                www.newforest.gov.uk 
Events listings 
Both the District Council and National Park websites have listings of events taking 
place in the local area.   
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Lyndhurst & Emery Down Isolation Support Group 

 

If you are self-isolating, we can help 

Call us on 023 8028 4426 

 

If no-one answers, please leave us a message and someone will 

get back to you as soon as possible, alternatively, you can 

email: lyndhurstcommmunityresponse@gmail.com  

 

 

 

This support group service does not include any medical  

advice.   For any medical advice you will need to call the NHS on 

111. 

 

For more information or to volunteer help, please email us on 

lyndhurstcommunityresponse@gmail.com. 

 

Take Care 

 

From the Lyndhurst & Emery Down Community  

Emergencies Actions Group (Facebook) 

Sutti, Simon, Lou & Community Volunteers 

Who we are:  We are simply members of the Lyndhurst &  

Emery Down community volunteering to help anyone in the 

event of isolation due to COVID-19, whether you have the  

virus or because you are at risk, for example you are elderly 

or have health difficulties, or if you are just worried about 

leaving the house. 

How we can help: We are happy to arrange any errands,  

collect essential shopping, collect medication, walk dogs, or 

generally just have a friendly chat, etc. 


